Pilates 

Beginners 

Classes in Barry 

Fridays 7.15pm 
New intake starting 
21 February 2014. 
Limited places. 

Phone Sharon on 

07830 085606 

o www.barry 
pilates.co.uk 
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As storms and high tides wreak havoc... 

Do mystery barrels 
herald a change 
at Whitmore Bay? 


RIGHT: 

Plaid councillors Ian Johnson, Nic Hodges and 
Shirley Hodges at Whitmore Bay with the mystery 
barrels that have appeared there. 


REPORT by TIM CHAPMAN 


AS Britain reels from storms, heavy rain 
and high tides, local councillors fear 
Barry’s world famous beach at Whitmore 
Bay could be losing its sand. 

They claim the appearance of mystery barrels full 
of concrete near the sea walls may herald a signifi¬ 
cant change to the beach, and provide clues as to 
what is happening. 

Plaid Cymru councillors Steffan Wiliam and Nic 
Hodges believe the barrels are old moorings that 
have been exposed by the storms, highlighting the 
issue of sand loss. 

Coun Wiliam said there had been a noticeable 
drop in the level of sand at Whitmore Bay and other 
beaches in the Vale. 

He explained: “The effects of excessive dredging 
in the Bristol Channel coupled with the recent 
storms are plain to be seen - a strategy needs to be 
put in place to protect our sandy beaches. 

“At Whitmore Bay there is now a drop of more 
than a foot between the steps and the sand. 

“This causes all sorts of access problems to peo¬ 
ple who use wheelchairs or parents with pushchairs.” 

Plaid has called on officers to prepare a report, 
measuring the effects of dredging and storms on Vale 
beaches and investigating potential causes of sand 
loss with recommendations on how to tackle it. 

He wants it to be discussed at a committee meet¬ 



ing. Coun Wiliam added: “I have called for a report 
into this because measures must be put in place in 
order to protect our local environment and the local 
businesses which rely on it.” 

He warned: “We must act now. Once the sand is 
gone it won’t come back.” 

Coun Hodges said: “After being told by local res¬ 
idents about the concrete barrels on the beach, I 
asked the Vale Council to remove them quickly. 

“Although fascinating to see on the beach at 
Whitmore Bay, they are clearly a hazard and needed 
to be removed as soon as possible.” 

COASTAL WALK 

The storms have also left their mark elsewhere on 
the Island. Last week, the Vale Council announced 
that they had had to close Clements Colley coastal 
walk on Nell’s Point because of structural damage. 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 


FLYING THE FLAG IN BARRY 


r 

$ 







, CL 


Council’s 

meeting 

abandoned 

PLAID CYMRU councillors have blasted 
Barry Town Council for failing to get the 
“basics right” after a meeting had to be 
abandoned on Monday evening, February 
10 . 

Plaid’s Shirley Hodges told The GEM: “I 
was very disappointed. It was an important 
meeting to set the level of our council tax 
next year.” 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 


ABOVE: The Vale Council will be flying the 
Commonwealth flag outside the Civic Offices 
to mark Commonwealth Day on March 10, 
and throughout the Commonwealth Games 
in Glasgow from July 23 - August 3. 
(TURN TO PAGE 8 FOR THE FULL STORY) 




itititit 4-Star Salon 



WELCOMING NEW 
CLIENTS TO HQ2 

Offering for 1 month only 
30% off first visit. 
20% off second visit. 
Only with this advert. 


ALL OUR STYLISTS 
ARE TRAINED TO 
LEVEL 3 STANDARD 


• Balmain Hair Extensions 

• Hair up for all occasion 

• Latest colouring & cutting 
techniques 

Follow us on facebook and Iwitter for special offers and news. 

Tel: 01446 400102 

36 Holton Road, Barry 

(LOOK FOR THE BLUE CANOPY) 



Adult Beginners Class 


Starting 

Wednesday 26th 

February 2014 

8.30-10.00pm 

At Barry Yacht Club, 
Pier Head Docks, 
Barry Island CF62 5QS 

£6.50 Each 


Friendly, vibrant and fun classes. 

See for yourself and check out my website reviews at 

mirandaleedance.com 

or call me for further details on 07920 558507 or email 

mirandaleedance@hotmail.co.uk 


WALTZ • QUICKSTEP • FOXTROT • TANGO 
CHA CHA CHA • RUMBA • PASO DOBLE • JIVE • SAMBA 


INSTALL I 

SKIP HIRE LTD 

Mini 
Midi 



Possibly the 
cheapest Skips 
in the Vale 

Tipper Hire 
available 


Builders 

Maxi 


Builders 

Large 


mm 


Delivered & Collected 


•Fast & Efficient Service 
•Friendly Staff 
•2 Yard to 16 Yard skips 
available 

•95% of our waste is 
recycled 

•Highway permits 
arranged when required 
•Waste collection and 
labour hire 

Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading Estate, Barry CF63 3RF 

0I44642I072|733773 

Email installskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 
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Schools merger: 
questions remain 


M y daughter 
currently 
attends 
Llanilltud Fawr 
Primary School and 
my son will be 
starting nursery 
next year, and I 
have huge concerns 
regarding the amal¬ 
gamation of 
Eagleswell and 
Llanilltud Fawr 
primary schools. 

These concerns have 
deepened since attending 
a Vale of Glamorgan 
consultation drop-in ses¬ 
sion on February 4. The 
answers to questions 
asked were vague - no 
plans and figures seem 
to add up. 

I am worried that if 
the Eagleswell site is 
sold, as some of the 
funding is going to 
repair the comprehensive 
school, will enough be 
available to complete the 
new larger school? 

Also, I feel very much 
backed into a comer, as 
apparently if the amalga¬ 
mation does not go 
ahead then Llanilltud 
Fawr primary school 
will become smaller, due 
to some of the buildings 
being unsafe, and will 
eventually lead to clo¬ 
sure. 

I am disgusted and 
annoyed that this 
appears to be the only 
option available and that 
the schools have been 
left to get into this state 
to begin with. 

I realise that both 
schools need to be 

Asprou 
for 46 

Y OUR article 
about A&H 
Asprou’s 
50th anniversary 
was great for a 
business that has 
been at the heart of 
Holton Road, 

Barry, for all those 
years and I thank 
you for that. 

I was with Harry hav¬ 
ing my hair cut recently 
and discussed this event 
and I believe that I have 
been going to the shop 
for nearly 46 years and it 
is always a pleasure to 
see that the team always 
look after customers as I 
have always been treated 
during all those years. 

I sometimes ring 
Harry and say I will be 


repaired and that the 
comprehensive is impor¬ 
tant, as it’s the children’s 
future school - but it 
appears that the Vale 
Council only cares about 
financial gain. 

Apparently, the com¬ 
prehensive already has 
funding available to 
repair it, but the Vale 
wants to improve it fur¬ 
ther and make a 3G 
pitch (indoor sports 
hall). Is this necessary 
right now when two 
schools face closure? 

Even though I have 
nothing against the 
Welsh medium school, it 
appears that this, too, 
has funding already 
available to extend, 
which seems very unfair, 
when this school is a 
new build and has fewer 
numbers, and older well- 
established schools face 
closure. 

There are many other 
issues that also need to 
be addressed, as men¬ 
tioned in previous let¬ 
ters, such as traffic con¬ 
gestion, safe routes to 
school, lack of play¬ 
ground space and disrup¬ 
tion to children while a 
new school is being 
built. 

The numbers of 
school admittance could 
mean fighting for school 
placements in future. 

Are teachers, LSAs 
and class sizes going to 
remain the same? All of 
the above were men¬ 
tioned to the Vale 
Council, but no clear 
answers were given. 
Lucy Heffernan, 
Llantwit Major. 

customer 

years... 

there at 7 am (coming 
from Gloucestershire) 
and try to beat him 
there, and we always 
seem to meet at the same 
time. 

On very rare days, 
Andreas turns up and 
that makes it an emo¬ 
tional time, as he made 
me feel welcome there 
the first time I went to 
the shop. 

I have been more than 
a customer - a friend of 
the family - and I wish 
them all the very best for 
the future. 

I will continue to sup¬ 
port them as long as I 
am able to travel to 
Barry, my home town 
where my family still 
reside. 

Fred Connell, Huntley, 
Gloucestershire. 


W JAMES & SONS 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Fonmon, Rhoose, Near Barry 
Established 1860 

Independent family business with 
24 hours personal service covering 
Barry and the Vale of Glamorgan 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
tgif Tel Rhoose 
w (01446) 710096 
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"What about alternatives 
to closing our schools?’ 


W HY is the Vale Council so hell¬ 
bent on closing Eagleswell 
Primary School and amalga¬ 
mating it with Llanilltud Fawr? 

Ever since the community of Llantwit Major 
was promised a new comprehensive school, the 
Vale Council, in all its guises, has put forward pos¬ 
sible options to bring this about. 

Every plan the council has proposed over the last 
10 years has had the closure of Eagleswell Primary 
School and the sale of its land as the starting point. 

Have alternatives been thoroughly investigated 
by the officers of the council and, if so, why are 
they not included as possible alternatives in the 
recently-published consultation document? 

The consultation document lists alternatives to 
the building of this supersize primary school, but 
states that they would not generate enough funding 
to cover the cost of the other suggestions and, the 
sale of land is key for the project to progress. 

At the drop-in session last week, questions were 
asked about what the plan would be if the land sale 
did not generate the required return. The officers 
stated that they would look at other ways to raise 
the required finance, including potentially selling 
off other council-owned land and loans. 

So you have to ask why don’t the council sell 
these assets and take out loans to ensure that the 
required additional investment in the comprehen¬ 
sive school can go ahead anyway? 

Why can’t the council take out loans to ensure 


that Llanilltud Fawr does not fall down around the 
pupils - as was implied at the drop-in session at the 
school? 

Another reason stated for the closure of 
Eagleswell is that it needs significant investment 
(well over £lm) in order to meet the Welsh 
Government’s 21st century schools standard. The 
aspiration is to get every school building in Wales 
to comply with the requirements of the Education 
(School Premises) Regulations 1999. 

Eagleswell is not alone in needing this level of 
investment to meet these standards. The vast 
majority of schools in the Vale (and the rest of 
Wales) are in the same boat. Is the council plan¬ 
ning on shutting other schools in the Vale that need 
this level of investment? 

Over the last few weeks, I have talked and lis¬ 
tened to people who are in favour of the proposed 
amalgamation. It appears that the only reason peo¬ 
ple are in favour is that it will mean increased 
investment in the comprehensive or that Llanilltud 
Fawr will not be allowed to fall down around the 
pupils. 

Llantwit Major should be getting this invest¬ 
ment, whether the amalgamation goes ahead or not. 

I call on our local elected representatives to help 
the local people who elected them and to challenge 
the officers of the council to thoroughly investigate 
the possible alternatives before these schools are 
closed. 

David Thomas, Boverton. 


Book festival: suggestions please! 


T HE third Penarth Book Festival 
will be taking place in October, 
and the committee is already busy 
planning! 

We’d love to hear feedback from GEM readers 
on the 2013 Festival, so that we can make this 
year’s version even bigger and better than the last. 

If you attended any of last year’s events, please 
complete a short survey to give us your feedback 
and your ideas for the 2014 Festival. 

You can either complete the online survey via a 
link on the festival website www.penarthbookfesti- 


Foodbanks, answer 
is a living wage! 


S O another 
Foodbank has 
opened its 
doors to feed the 
ever-growing num¬ 
bers of people who 
are struggling. 

Whilst you must heap 
praise on the organisers 
of these Foodbanks, the 
politicians of all parties, 
whether national or 
local, should hang their 
heads in shame. 

At a time when bil¬ 
lions of pounds are 
being sent to an inept 
institution called the EU 
and many more millions 
spent on foreign aid, our 
own people are left to 
suffer. 

The demand has now 
exceeded what the exist¬ 
ing Foodbanks can cope 
with. 

All the politicians can 
say is, “It will get worse 
before it gets better” - 
this from Jane Hutt, 
Assembly Member for 
the Vale. Alun Cairns 
stated that, “We need to 


overcome the underlying 
cause of the need to use 
these Foodbanks” - this 
from our own Vale MP, 
who not so long ago 
stated that, drug addicts, 
alcoholics, and people 
who could not handle 
their financial affairs 
properly were among 
those using Foodbanks. 

Let’s put the blame on 
everyone else except 
ourselves. 

It is also a sad indica¬ 
tion of the times where 
council employees, some 
of whom have been 
forced to use Foodbanks, 
and take days off work 
as they could not afford 
to attend work, have 
been asking the Vale 
Council to provide a liv¬ 
ing wage. 

The response from the 
Vale was that a recent 
scrutiny meeting report 
on this was not support¬ 
ed. 

It seems that life for 
ordinary people is about 
to get a lot worse. 

DJ Radford, Barry. 


val.org.uk, or pick up a paper copy from the 
Windsor Bookshop. 

We look forward to reading your suggestions, 
and to seeing you in October! 

Fay Blakeley, Rachel Davies, Mel Griffin and 
Anne Hallett, 

(Penarth Book Festival Committee). 

A newspaper 
for the whole 
communityV 

T HANK YOU to The GEM newspa¬ 
per for your coverage of the SOCS 
(Save Our Community Schools) 
group and the community as a whole. 
You have given residents and parents the 
chance to air their thoughts and feelings 
in print, on a subject that is hugely 
important to us all. 

A community newspaper for the bene¬ 
fit of the community - The GEM news¬ 
paper - we applaud you! 

Abi Rees, Llantwit Major. 


What most people 
find unacceptable 


T HE Vale MP, 
Alun Cairns, 
wrote in last 
week’s GEM that 
inflation-busting 
rises to council tax 
are unacceptable. 

He should think that 
another food bank open¬ 
ing in his constituency is 
unacceptable, that 
almost 350,000 people 
in the UK have to use 
food banks, that children 
are going to school hun¬ 


gry, that homelessness is 
increasing. 

David Cameron’s 
refusal to rule out tax 
cuts for the high-earning 
rich, George Osborne 
saying more cuts to the 
welfare budget are need¬ 
ed - these measures will 
hit the poor and dis¬ 
abled. 

These are things most 
people find unaccept¬ 
able. 

G Smith, 

Llantwit Major. 


"Llantwit 
deserves 
better than 
crumbs off 
the table’ 


1 AM dismayed 
and disgusted at 
the Vale of 
Glamorgan 
Council’s proposal 
to close Eagleswell 
school at Llantwit 
Major. 

This is an asset and a 
vital part of the commu¬ 
nity here in Boverton 
and I don’t see why peo¬ 
ple here should be made 
to suffer for all the years 
of neglect by previous 
administrations of the 
council. 

Much of that was 
petty personal politics of 
the worst kind, which is 
now compounded with 
this idea. Why is it other 
areas within the Vale 
have had desperately- 
needed new schools or 
refurbishments without 
having to lose anything? 

Why should Llantwit 
Major be any different? 
We have desperately 
needed a new compre¬ 
hensive school for over 
20 years. 

I was a governor there 
for eight years from 
1999 - 2006 and we 
were promised a new 
school then. There was 
a legal duty to have all 
schools fit for purpose 
by 2010! What hap¬ 
pened to that? 

I am a town council¬ 
lor here in Llantwit and 
know only too well the 
budget constraints etc, 
but as a PR exercise it 
doesn’t look good 
spending vast amounts 
of money refurbishing 
the council chamber, and 
spending £700 per chair, 
then pleading poverty 
saying they are unable to 
pay for a new flat roof 
on Eagleswell; it doesn’t 
add up. 

Considering the popu¬ 
lation number here in 
Llantwit compared to 
Cowbridge, we should 
have over £60 million 


spent on us if you can 
spend £22 million there! 

They didn’t lose a 
school, and yet here we 
are, almost three times 
the size, and having to 
make do with a third 
rate option - and also 
LOSE a school! 

The traffic problems 
are a whole other issue, 
Ham Lane East is a 
nightmare now at school 
times, with parking on 
double yellow lines, 
driveways blocked - the 
list is endless - so how 
is doubling the size of 
the primary school, as 
well as the increase of 
Ysgol Dewi Sant going 
to help? 

We have very occa¬ 
sional traffic wardens 
now, so even if for the 
first few weeks they 
enforced everything, it 
would soon go back to 
the same old problems 
only so much worse. 

I feel that the council 
need to seriously rethink 
this whole plan which is 
all about finance and not 
about education - and 
come up with a better 
alternative. Have a good 
look at how to spend the 
budget in all areas and 
not just education; are 
some things really nec¬ 
essary in hard times? 

I’m sure that with 
some trimming here and 
there, they could find 
more to keep the pri¬ 
mary schools where they 
are now and do some 
refurbishment and then 
just do a good job on the 
comprehensive. 

This is what Llantwit 
Major deserves; it’s 
about time we did better 
than just have crumbs 
off the table. 

Coun Mrs Ann C 
Knight (past Mayor), 
Llantwit Major 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL FEBRUARY 20) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

13 Thur 

05.35 

8.9 

17.54 

8.9 

14 Fri 

06.11 

9.2 

18.31 

9.2 

15 Sat 

06.43 

9.4 

19.04 

9.5 

16 Sun 

07.17 

9.6 

19.33 

9.6 

17 Mon 

07.47 

9.7 

20.05 

9.5 

18 Tues 

08.18 

9.6 

20.37 

9.4 

19 Wed 

08.51 

9.5 

21.09 

9.4 

20 Thur 

09.24 

9.3 

21.44 

9.1 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should check with a tide table specif¬ 
ic to their location. 
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Father of six thanks 

ambulance crew 
and the volunteer 
who saved his life 



ABOVE: Paramedic Steve Magee, Wayne Jones, First Responder Brian Foley, 
and emergency medical technician, Adrian Pagano. 


A FATHER-of-six who went into cardiac 
arrest after he awoke feeling unwell has 
paid tribute to the ambulance crew and 
volunteer that saved his life. 

Wayne Jones, aged 45, had made himself a coffee 
before he collapsed in the living room at his home 
on Gilbert Street in Barry. 

His son dialled 999 and began to administer car¬ 
diopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) with support 
from the Welsh Ambulance Service call handler. 

Minutes later, Community First Responder Bryan 
Foley had made his way to the property and deliv¬ 
ered two shocks to Wayne using a defibrillator. 

Paramedic Steve Magee and emergency medical 
technician Adrian Pagano arrived in an ambulance 
and delivered a third shock, which produced a heart¬ 
beat. 

Wayne spent four weeks at the University 
Hospital of Wales in Cardiff, before he was healthy 
enough to return home. 

Last week he was reunited with the team of life- 
savers for the first time since his brush with death. 



Llanerch Vineyard 
Cookery School 



Give your children 
the ultimate gift of 
cookery skills... 

Our Cookstart Academy has 
classes for all ages, on weekends 
and in the holidays. Children are 
taught by experienced teachers 
in our fully equipped cookery 
school and learn real culinary 
skills and cook real food. 

Topics include BREAD, PASTRY, 
FRENCH BISTRO, CHOCOLATE, 
BEST OF BRITISH, PASTA and 
STUDENT SURVIVAL. 


Wayne said: “I owe the crew a big thank you for 
everything they did. I would not be here today with¬ 
out them.” 

There are approximately 8,000 sudden cardiac 
arrests annually in Wales, and the person may suffer 
permanent damage to the brain and other organs 
unless someone starts CPR immediately. 

It can also sometimes be corrected by giving an 
electric shock through the chest wall, using a defib¬ 
rillator. 

Wayne fell seriously ill last April. 

His wife Michelle said: “He had woken feeling 
really unwell, and had gone downstairs to make 
himself a coffee. The next minute I was being called 
by our son because he was unconscious. 

“We’re just so grateful for everything that Bryan 
and the crew did, they were amazing.” 

Is beach sand 
disappearing? 

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 

A spokeswoman advised: “In the interests of 
safety, the public should not try to enter the walk.” 

Coun Wiliam, said he understood why people 
were keen to witness the spectacular sight of waves 
crashing on the rocks, but stressed safety must be 
paramont. 

“I would urge people to be cautious and avoid 
putting themselves in danger on exposed parts of the 
headland. 

“Whitmore Bay is a great place to watch the 
waves and I would encourage people to drop by our 
many cafes on the promenade and enjoy the beauti¬ 
ful and wild weather from there!” 



Valentine's Special Offer 

for 1 week only 


Buy 1 Get 1 Free 

LARGE 12" PIZZA 

was £13.99 - NOW £11.99 

FAMILY 14" PIZZA 

was £15.99 - NOW £13.99 

Must mention offer when ordering, 
quote GEM1 Code. Valid until 19.2.14. 


13 Vere Street , Barry, CF63 2HX 

01446 678184/722455 


IN BRIEF 


Focus 
BARRY 
AGM 

FocusBARRY are hold¬ 
ing their AGM on 
Friday February 14, at 
7pm in the West End 
Club and the public is 
invited along to the 
meeting, when the 
group is to receive a 
presentation from the 
operations and com¬ 
mercial manager of 
Cardiff Bus. 

He will present an 
overview for about 30 
minutes of bus services 
in Barry, and it will be 
an opportunity to ask 
questions. 

The AGM will receive 
a report from the chair 
and treasurer, and elect 
members of the manage¬ 
ment committee. 

Councillors’ surgery 

LABOUR Vale and town councillors for 
Buttrills and Court wards, Barry - Bronwen 
Brooks, Pamela Drake, Jeff Evans and Stuart 
Egan - will be holding an advice surgery on 
Saturday, February 15 from 10am-11.30am, in 
the meeting room of Barry Library, Kings 
Square. No appointment is necessary. 

Dinas Powys movie 

MURCHFIELD Community Cinema will be 
showing Le Weekend as their Valentine’s film 
on Saturday, February 15 at Murchfield 
Community Centre, Sunnycroft Lane, Dinas 
Powys; doors open at 7pm and tickets are £5 on 
the door. 

Jim Broadbent and Lindsay Duncan play a 
long-married couple who revisit Paris for a long 
weekend for the first time since their honey¬ 
moon, in hopes of rekindling their relationship, 
or perhaps to bring it to an end. 

There are free chocolates and bubbly for each 
table. 


UPPER HOLTON ROAD 
IS SET FOR RENEWAL 


OVER the next 
three years, £1.5 
million of funding 
from the Welsh 
Government and 
Vale of Glamorgan 
Council will be 
invested in upper 
Holton Road. 

Upper Holton Road 
(from the traffic lights 
by the primary school up 
to Tadross Hotel) is 
within the Castleland 
Renewal Area and has 
approximately 100 prop¬ 
erties, a mixture of resi¬ 
dential and commercial. 

The first nine houses 
in upper Holton Road 
have signed up to the 
residential face lifting 
programme, due to be 
completed in 2014. 

In March 2014, a 
report recommending 


how the £1.5 million 
should be invested will 
go to cabinet. 

The report states that 
the council listened to 
feedback from the 2012 
consultation, with 98 per 
cent of respondents 
wanting financial help to 
improve their property, 
88 per cent wanting a 
grant and the majority 
wanting improvements 
to their properties to 
include not only the 
ground floor but also the 
front elevation. 

Coun Bronwen 
Brooks said: “The report 
will propose that a num¬ 
ber of grants be made 
available to help convert 
the fronts of commercial 
properties to residential 


properties, to help own¬ 
ers provide independent 
access to first and sec¬ 
ond floors where there is 
a business on the ground 
floor, and help to replace 
shop fronts and improve 
the front elevation of the 
property.” 

Businesses that take 
part and receive a grant 
offer will be asked for a 
small contribution 
towards improvements, 
the contribution is 15 per 
cent of the total cost. 

If cabinet approves 
the proposals, officers 
will soon begin survey¬ 
ing the street and con¬ 
tacting potential busi¬ 
ness owners to partici¬ 
pate^ 


^M/mRMARMER 

S/CO/KER ROAD, BARRV 

• Sports Bar • 3 Pool tables 
• Darts • Skittle Alley 

Large screens showing Six Nations 
Rugby, live sport & sky sports 

Friday 28th February 

THE DON 

Live Band - Starts 9pm 
Lounge available (or private parties, 
engagements, birthday etc. 

01446 732300 



44 VERE STREET, 
BARRY 
CF63 2HU 


Open Plan Kitchen - We only use 100% 
fresh chicken & Lamb 
Business Hours: Sunday to Thursday 5pm-11 pm, 

Friday & Saturday 5pm to 12 midnight 

www.royalbalti.co.uk 

Teh 01446 421366 / 01446 421377 & Rhoose (charges apply) 

All majorcredit/debit cards accepted - Any dishes not listed or special requests can be accommodated upon request 


£1.00 Discount on Every £10.00 
spent on all collection orders. 
Online Ordering Available 
Express Delivery Service - Minimum 
orders over £10 (Barry Area) We also 
deliver to Sully, Dinas Powis, Wenvoe 


South Wales Echo 

FOOD & DRINKS 
AWARD 2013/2014 

Est: 28th January 2014 

Royal Balti 

Highly Recommended - 
Top Indian Takeaway in 
South Wales 

We are delighted to having 
achieved this, and thank all our 
customers for their valued custom. 


f t 




FOOO HYGIENE RATING 


©oooO© 


Treat your 
Valentine! 

FREE MAIN DISH 

when you spend 
£18 or more 

Expires 16/2/14. 

Please mention offer when ordering 


MID-WEEK THAU 


1 Onion Bhaji, 1 Chicken Tikka, Appetiser 
ANY 2 Curries (value up to £6.25) 

1 Pulao Rice, 1 Chips & 1 Nan Bread 
(Offer Monday till Thursday) 

£17.50 


ROYAL THALI FOR 2 


ANY 2 Appetiser (value up to £3.10) 
ANY 2 Curries (value up to £6.50) 

1 Side Dish, 2 Pulao Rice, 

1 Nan Bread, 2 Papadoms 

£21.50 


01443 222 716 

www.llanercli-vineyard.co.uk 
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CRIMINAL 
DAMAGE: 

intruder sought 

POLICE in Barry are 
appealing for informa¬ 
tion, following an inci¬ 
dent at Holton Road 
at around 8pm on 
Friday, January 17, 
when an intruder 
gained access to a 
property which is 
divided into apart¬ 
ments, and an alu¬ 
minium door panel was 
removed. 

Police have published this CCTV image of 
a person they want to speak to concerning 
this incident, and are appealing for anyone 
with information to contact them on 101, or 
anonymously via Crimestoppers, on 0800 
555111 (quote reference 62140018811). 



FAMILY SERVICE 

ALL Saints Church in Victoria Square, Penarth, is 
holding a family service on Sunday, February 23, 
at 10am. There will be worship items suitable for 
all ages on the theme of ‘don’t worry - trust God!’ 

Creche facilities are available and refreshments 
served afterwards. All are welcome - for more 
information, visit www.allsaintspenarth.org.uk. 


facebook.com/ 

• • # 

V glamorgangem 


Perfections 


DRY CLEANING & LAUNDRY 


For all clothing & curtains 

4 ITEMS DRY CLEANED 
ONLY £17 


Alteration & Repair Service for 
Wedding Dresses, Clothes & Curtains 

Trouser zips only £8. Trousers shortened only £8. 

10% off only with this advert 

180 HOLTON ROAD, BARRY CF63 4HN 

Tel: 01446 700256 


% 


www.shampan.org.net 

Welcome To 

SC%j)empan3fy 

*19 


D ! 


Award Winning 
Bangladeshi & 
Indian Cuisine 



4 Course Meal only 
£8.50 per person 

Available every week - 
Mon, Tue & Thurs 5.30-7.00pm. 
Offer includes FREE glass 
of house wine/soft drink, 
dine in only. _ 

NEW Sunday Banquet 

Choice, Starter, Mains plus 4 other 
items ONLY £8.50. 

Children (up to 10) £4.95 


Wednesday 
all evening 

4 Course Meal £9.95 
5.30pm-11pm 

Our MEAL DEAL 
SPECIALS are too 
good to miss! 


Spice up 

Valentine’s 

Day 

4 Courses 
inc. Dessert 
only £18.00 

Now booking 

Mother’s 

Day 

Sunday, 
30th March 



We recommend you book in advance 
for dining in and outside catering 

70 Eastgate, Cowbridge * 01446 771682/774590 

NOW OPEN: Monday - Saturday 12 noon-2.30pm; 
Sunday Banquet 12 noon - I I pm 

Open 7 days a week 5.30-I 2.00pm 
including Bank Holidays 
*** Food Hygiene - Scores on the doors 


Cathedral 
organist’s 
memorable 
free recital 


ON a cold, wintry 
Saturday lunch¬ 
time, over 100 peo¬ 
ple attended the 
free organ recital 
at All Saints, Barry, 
performed by 
Canon Graham 
Holcombe, organist 
at Llandaff 
Cathedral. 

It was truly a memo¬ 
rable occasion to hear 
the refurbished organ 
being played to its max¬ 
imum capability and the 
wonderful sounds it pro¬ 
duced; £70,000 has been 
raised in support of the 
works that needed to be 
undertaken. 

Canon Holcombe 
introduced the pro¬ 
gramme and it com¬ 
menced with Fanfare by 
Welsh composer 
William Mathias. The 


recital also included 
Trumpet Tune by 
Purcell, which was 
played at Princess 
Margaret’s wedding and 
also Suzanne Grover’s 
wedding. 

Further pieces were 
by Bach, Handel, Louis 
Verne. Following the 
recital, Father Adrian 
gave a vote of thanks to 
all those who had 
attended the recital and 
past events in support of 
the appeal, the PCC 
fundraising sub-commit- 
tee for organising the 
refreshments, recital, 
and for the success of 
the appeal. 

Finally, thanks were 
given to Canon Graham 
Holcombe, who was 
presented with a bag of 
organ appeal merchan¬ 
dising, as a memento of 
the occasion. AE 



Murders most 
foul relayed to 
Forum members! 


THE speaker at last 
week’s Barry Men’s 
Forum, was Ms 
Clare Smith, deputy 
manager of the Art 
Museum of Wales, 
who gave an inter¬ 
esting talk on infa¬ 
mous murderers, 
and how they have 
been venerated by 
the public over the 
years. 

Jack Shepherd was 
one of the first men to 
gain such notoriety, 
escaping from Newgate 
Prison four times, and 
when captured on the 
last occasion, he was 
elegantly dressed and 
with diamond rings, etc. 
The new popular ‘1 
penny broadsheets ’, 
turned him into a 
celebrity, and at his 
hanging 17,000 people 
turned up to witness it. 

Clare went on to give 
a number of examples of 
murderers, who became 
very famous, and told 
how the Staffordshire 
potteries soon latched on 
to their popularity and 
started making statues of 
them. Still today, these 
figurines are selling for 
up to £8,000 each. 

She then went on to 
talk about more recent 
murderers, and Myra 


Hindley who was 
involved in the death of 
four boys, and how her 
1963 photograph, 
became synonymous 
with the age. Even now 
her image is instantly 
recognised. 

Also Fred West - the 
authorities not only 
demolished the house 
where the atrocities had 
taken place, but inciner¬ 
ated the whole building 
to thwart souvenir 
hunters. 

However, Clare noted 
that similar recognition 
never accompanied the 
victims, who were soon 
forgotten by the public. 
Her suggestion was that 
people delete it from 
their memories, as they 
don’t want to be like a 
victim. 

The Barry Men’s 
Forum meet every 

Thursday morning at 
10.15am until noon at 
new Trinity Presbyterian 
church hall in 

Aberystwyth Crescent. 

On Thursday, 

February 20, the speaker 
will be Mr Barry 
Stephens JP, whose talk 
is entitled: “How 

Magistrates Work. ” 

New members are 
welcome. For further 
information, contact the 
chairman on 02920 
594881. PMW 


Barry man (84) 
had child pom 
on his computer 


A RETIRED 
accountant has been 
given a suspended 
sentence at Cardiff 
Crown Court for 
having hundreds of 
indecent images of 
children on his com¬ 
puter. 

Brynmor Griffiths, 
84, of Heathfield Drive, 
Barry, was said by his 
solicitor, Adam Sharp, 
to “feel a sense of 
shame and embarrass¬ 
ment” at such a stigma 
being attached to him. 

Griffiths, who was 
said to be a church-goer 
and an elder, admitted 
six charges of possess¬ 
ing indecent images of 
children, aged between 
10 and 15. 

He was jailed for six 
months, suspended for 
two years, ordered to 
pay a victim surcharge 
of £80, and to register as 
a sex offender for seven 
years. 

Judge Tom Crowther 
told Griffiths, who had 
no previous convic¬ 
tions: “It is necessary 
for you to understand 
that every photograph 
of this sort is a photo¬ 
graph of a child being 
abused.” 

People such as 
Griffiths, he said, gener¬ 
ated such web traffic. 

“It is anything but a 
victimless crime. Your 
fall has been a hard 
one.” 

Prosecutor Ian 
Kolville said that on 
August 13, Griffiths 
took his computer to PC 


CARDIFF CROWN COURT 
REPORT by AJ SICLUNA 


World at Culverhouse 
Cross for a check-up. 

A member of staff 
came across the inde¬ 
cent images and police 
were called. Three days 
later, Griffiths’ home 
was searched. 

On the computer 
were 212 indecent 
images. There were 184 
of level one, two at level 
two, eight at level three, 
15 at level four, and 
three at level five - the 
most serious. 

There were also 33 
deleted images. 


Griffiths voluntarily 
went to Cardiff Bay 
Police Station and when 
interviewed, accepted 
he had accessed a 
pornography website. 
He said he would surf 
the net at night when he 
could not sleep and out 
of curiosity. 

Mr Sharp said he had 
been married for 60 
years and his wife stood 
by him. 

“She is wheelchair 
bound, and he cares for 
her.” 

Mr Sharp said 


Griffiths was in poor 
health, with lung condi¬ 
tions, type 2 diabetes, 
and high blood pres¬ 
sure. 

“He had some stand¬ 
ing in the community. 
All his family are aware 
of the proceedings and 
he is assessed as being 
of low risk of re-offend- 
ing. 

“If he went to prison, 
he would be extremely 
vulnerable and the 
knock-on effect to his 
wife would be serious. 

“There are exception¬ 
al circumstances which 
merit the sentence being 
suspended. It is unlikely 
he will ever come 
before a court again.” 


Council meeting 
is abandoned 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 

Coun Hodges added: “I really think 
the mayor and clerk need to get 
together before the meeting to check 
they are following the law and stand¬ 
ing orders. 

“The mayor abandoned the meet¬ 
ing when 1 asked for clarification as 
to why there were no minutes of our 
last meeting held in December. 

“The council has a responsibility 
to be open and transparent - after all, 
we deal with over £1 million pounds of 
public money each year. 

“After admitting an error had 
occurred, the meeting was called off 
and a new date set. I wish the Labour 
leadership could get the basics 
right. ” 

The Labour leader of the council, 
Coun Stuart Egan, responded: “It 
was unfortunate that we were unable 


to conduct our meeting, due to Coun 
Hodges raising a point of order. The 
meeting had to be deferred, because 
at 7pm the council was not able to 
seek the advice it needed. 

“We have now received the advice, 
and we could have continued with the 
meeting, but you have to err on the 
side of caution to ensure you fulfill 
your legal obligations as a council. 

“If Coun Hodges had raised her 
issue prior to the meeting, as you 
would expect any councillor to do if 
they thought there was a problem, 
then the meeting would have been 
able to proceed. ’’ 

He added: “Finally it is important 
to state that town and community 
councils do not set the council tax, 
they set a precept. ” 


CEMETERY APPROACH WILL 
HAVE COMMUNITY GARDEN 


A PORTION of open 
land in Barry, which 
has been the subject 
of much debate over 
the years, could 
become a community 
garden and nature 
area. 

Cemetery Approach 
has been the focus of 
campaigners keen for it 
to be saved as a public 
space. 

The Vale Council 
cabinet has now agreed 
to pursue a partnership 
with Barry Town 


Council which could 
see the land become a 
new public space for 
the town. 

Coun Gwyn John 
said: “We undertook 
consultation with the 
public after coming up 
with a list of options 
for the land during dis¬ 
cussions with interested 
groups, including the 
Save Cemetery 
Approach Action 
Group. 

“The options formed 
the basis of the public 


consultation. Thirty one 
per cent of respondents 
voted for an open com¬ 
munity garden and 25 
per cent for allotments. 

“Unfortunately, con¬ 
tamination of the land 
in the past by ash and 
slag makes the area 
unsuitable for allot¬ 
ments, so we plan to 
develop the land as a 
community garden and 
nature area. 

“Barry Town 
Council has expressed 
an interest in managing 


the land and we will be 
talking with them about 
this in the near future. 

“We will also be 
investigating grant 
funding for the project; 
to include if possible 
grant funding through 
the Armed Forces 
Community Covenant 
Scheme.” 

Plans are under way 
to clear the site of 
excess vegetation and 
debris in preparation 
for work to start on the 
community garden. 


TAKING TEA 
WITH MAYOR 

MEMBERS of the Cadoxton (Barry) WI 
recently enjoyed a visit to the Town Hall in 
Barry, when they had a guided tour of the 
library and afternoon tea in the Mayor’s 
Parlour. 

Christina Whitchurch, president, said: “I 
would like to thank the Mayor, Coun Wilkinson, 
for inviting us to this lovely building. We’ve had 
an interesting and fascinating tour of the library 
and the visit has been completed with tea and 
cakes in the Mayor’s Parlour.” 


Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your home. 

Typically £10.50 per hour inc. 

• Daily, weekly, etc. 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 

01656 349 296 
01443 625 019 
02920 291 000 




WWW. 

timeforyou 

.co.uk 
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Volunteer Jenet’s 90th birthday 
is marked by local community 


ONE of Barry’s 
most indefatigable 
volunteers, Jenet 
Lockwood, was 90 
years old recently, 
and the milestone 
was celebrated by 
friends and family. 

Jenet has been a stal¬ 
wart of the the Drop-In 
Centre Development 
Trust, supporting the 


Thompson Street estate 
community for almost 15 
years. 

Before that, she served 
as the chair of the local 
residents’ association. 

The birthday party was 
held at Castleland 
Community Centre 
where the development 
trust is based. 

Fellow volunteer Peter 
Phillips commented: 


“For a 90-year-old, she 
is as sharp as a tack, 
enthusiastic, well 

informed - giving her 
time readily. 

“Throughout her time, 
Jenet has been instrumen¬ 
tal in furthering the needs 
and activities of the com¬ 
munity.” 

Drop-In manager, 

Eileen Moore, said: “It 
was a lovely day and 


Jenet was delighted with 
a book of photo memo¬ 
ries that was presented to 
her. 

“It was a reminder of 
how much she has helped 
to achieve over the years. 

“She was thrilled that 
surprise guests attended 
too. 

“The craft class made 
a lovely card and the cake 
decorating class made her 
a birthday cake.” 

Over the last few 
years, the local communi¬ 
ty has seen a state of the 
art, renovated community 
centre become a reality 
alongside a sensory gar¬ 
den. 

Jenet said: “It was 
wonderful to see some of 
the people I have worked 
with over the years - 
Assembly Member Jane 
Hutt, Coun Pam Drake, 
Tony Nash, a former 
director of Newydd 
Housing, David Williams 
from the planning depart¬ 
ment, and Dorothy and 
Lionel Rees. 

“I have always been 
straight with people - I 
think if you don’t like a 
straight answer to a ques¬ 
tion, don’t ask the ques¬ 
tion! 

“The day after the 
party in the community 
centre, I enjoyed a family 
event, with people com¬ 
ing from Abertillery, 
Dawlish, Rugby, Bath 
and Kent.” 

Despite suffering 


JRC 


Jewellery 


Cowbridge 

One of a kind... 

,S3**8-w=ro 

For Beautiful Diamonds, unique 
handmade SILVER “32 an impressive 
range of pre-loved, pre-owned 
JEWELLERY. Come visit us today! 


We are 

currently looking _ a * 
for top quality, I jA ) 
pre-owned 
watches - 
call in for a free 
vauation of 
your watch. 


40 High Street, 
Cowbridge 
CF71. 
Telephone 
01446 776489 



ABOVE: 

Still inspiring people at 90 years old - 
Barry community volunteer 
Jenet Lockwood. 


bouts of ill health, Jenet is 
determined to continue 
her volunteering work, 
and last week was out 
looking for a vehicle to 
help with community 
work. 

Jane Hutt, who knows 
Jenet well, paid tribute to 
her: “I was delighted to 
join the celebrations for 
Jenet Lockwood's 90th 
birthday at Castleland 


Community Centre. 

“With the presentation 
of an album of photos and 
press cuttings recording 
her involvement in the 
Thompson Street Estate 
and Drop-In Centre, it 
was a wonderful opportu¬ 
nity to reflect on a 
remarkable contribution 
to the community.” 

TIM CHAPMAN 


A 

Rainbow 

of 

Colour 
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Winner of South Wales Echo ‘BEST TAKEAWAY 2013’ 


SPECIAL OFFERS 


Valentine’s Day 



TAKEAWAY & 
HOME DELIVERY 

Pure, fresh and healthy, prepared 
using the finest ingredients and herbs. 
No artificial colours or flavourings. 

37 Holton Road, 

Barry CF63 4HB 
Tel: 01446 743030 
or 721100 


NEW MENU LAUNCHED 
TRY OUR WEEKLY SPECIALS! 


20% OFF 

YOUR TAKEAWAY 

Spend £25 or more online at 

www.tiffinrasoi.com 

and enjoy 20% off 
Simply enter your coupon code at checkout 

COUPON CODE: GEM20 
(expires 28.2.14) (Excludes Saturday) 
Not valid in conjunction with 
any other offers or meal deals 


Spice up your 

with a Tiffin feast! 


A small selection from our menu 



BRITISH 

I FINALIST - RUNNER UP 

| Best Takeaway UK 2013 


Free Curry 

When you spend 
£20 or more at 
regular menu price* 

Monday to Thursday 

Please mention voucher code GC20 
when ordering. * Up to £6.35 
Collection or delivery. Expires 28.2.14 


For latest 
menu and 
special 
offers 
visit our 
website... 



MEAL DEALS 


MD1 • SET MEAL FOR 1 • £12.00 
A sumptuous meal for 1: 

Any Starter* • Any Curry* 

• 1 Pulao Rice • 1 Plain Naan 


MD2 • SET MEAL FOR 2 • £22.00 
A grand meal for 2: 

Any 2 Starters* • Any 2 Curries* 

• 2 Pulao Rice • 1 Plain Naan • 

1 Side Dish 


Not valid with any other offer or discounts 
‘Starters up to the value of £2.95 / 
Mains up to the value of £6.50 


TIFFIN SPECIALS 

Mumbai Masala.£6.95 

Grilled chicken breast cooked 
with minced lamb and egg in 
a rich masala sauce. 

Chicken Rezala.£6.50 

Thick diced chicken fillet 
highly spiced topped with 
onions, capsicum, fresh 
garlic paste. Slow cooked 
with yoghurt. 

Pathila Khaas.£6.50 

Tender strips of chicken 
prepared with very special 
spices and herbs including 
coriander, mint, garlic and 
yoghurt in a rich tangy sauce. 

Maharaja Bhuna.£6.50 

Grilled chicken breast with 
minced lamb cooked with 
onions, bell peppers & fresh 
herbs. 

Murgh Palak Paneer..£6.35 

Grilled chicken breast slow 
cooked with spinach & soft 
paneer cheese. 

Naga Jolokia.£6.35 

Chicken Tikka cooked with a 
spicy sauce with a touch of 
Naga, a very hot and 
aromatic chilli. 

Lamb Chana.£6.50 

A Calcutta speciality, this 
dish is cooked using tender 
pieces of lamb stewed gently 
with chick peas, tomatoes, 
mustard & spices. 

Goan Chicken.£6.35 

Goan chicken curry cooked 
with fresh coriander, green 
chillies, mint & tamarind. 
Lasooni Murgh Tikka £6.35 
Cubed grilled chicken cooked 
in a garlic & chilli flavour 
sauce with caramelised 
onions. 

Lamb Paneerwala.£6.50 

Tender lamb cooked with 


Indian cheese, red & yellow 
pepper with medium spiced 
sauce. 

mg AF00D 

Jhinga Hara Pyaz .£8.50 

Succulent king prawns 
cooked with onions and 
tomatoes, tossed with spring 
onions and fresh garlic. 

Monkfish .£8.95 

Monkfish grilled in the 
tandoor, then cooked with 
onions, ginger, garlic and 
chefs special spices. 

Macher Jhol.£8.00 

A traditional fish dish from 
the Bengal region, using 
seasonal ‘catch of the day’. 
The fish is cooked in a light 
sauce. 

King Prawn Masala....£8.50 

King prawns infused in a 
lightly spiced marinade, 
grilled and then cooked in a 
rich tikka masala sauce. 

Meen Moilee .£8.50 

Delicious king prawn dish 
from Kerala is made with 
coconut, chilli, ginger and 
coconut milk. 

Malabari Fish Curry....£8.50 

Succulent fish marinated in 
coconut milk and simmered 
in red chilli and tamarind 
sauce. 

SIGNATURE 


Sea Bass .£9.50 

Fillets of sea bass marinated 
in spices before slow grilling. 
Served over a melange of 
colourful peppers, fresh 
garlic chickpea and potato, 
with a dressing of shatkora 
sauce. 


Special Lamb Sali.£7.50 

Tender pieces of lamb tikka 
cooked with garlic and chilli, 
served with fresh spinach 
and a naga bhuna sauce. 
Very spicy, finished off with a 
grating of fried potatoes for 
garnish. 

Keralan Lamb.£6.75 

Slow cooked grilled lamb in 
an aromatic black pepper, 
curry leaf, cocnut and 
yoghurt sauce. 

Mishti Nimura.£6.50 

Grilled chicken richly spiced 
and cooked with fresh garlic, 
tomatoes, pure honey and 
Bangladeshi lime. 

Kosha Mangsho.£6.75 

Bengali style lamb and 
seasonal potatoes richly 
spiced and cooked with fresh 
ginger, garlic and grounded 
coriander. 

Sondia .£6.50 

Large pieces of marinated 
chicken cooked in our chefs 
special thick sauce, rich with 
herbs & spices. 

Gustaba.£6.75 

Lamb cooked with shatkora, 
a fruit from north of 
Bangladesh, gives this dish 
unique sour flavour. This dish 
reveals a true taste of 
Bangladeshi cuisine. 

Jaal Jhool.£6.50 

Chicken cooked with Tiffin 
Rasoi herbs and assorted 
chillies cooked in a 
traditional way to produce a 
unique, hot & juicy flavour. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Murgh Kolaphuri.£6.35 

Hot & spicy chicken dish 
prepared with turmeric, 


cumin, coriander & green 
chillies. 

Imli Gosth.£6.40 

A deliciously spiced, slow 
cooked lamb dish in a rich 
tamarind flavoured sauce. 

Achari Lamb.£6.40 

Lamb tikka cooked in chefs 
unique achari (pickle) sauce 
with fresh coriander. 

Chicken Tikka Masala£6.10 
Our own exclusive recipe of 
chicken tikka in a rich 
masala sauce. 

Chicken Pasanda.£6.10 

Thinly sliced chicken tikka 
braised in an almond & 
coconut flavoured cream 
sauce. 

Bengali Naga Chicken£6.35 

Spicy chicken tikka braised in 
onion, peppers and Naga 
chillies. 

Mango Delight.£6.10 

Chicken Tikka in a mild 
coconut almond nut & 
Alphonso mango flavoured 
sauce. 

Rajasthani Laal Maas £6.40 

A fiery Rajasthani speciality. 
Tender lamb slow cooked in 
a clove, garlic & red chilli 
sauce. 

Korahi Chicken.£6.10 

Tender chicken cooked with 
onion, peppers & coarsely 
ground korahi spices. 

Makhani Chicken.£6.10 

Succulent pieces of chicken 
tikka smothered with 
alluringly spiced butter 
sauce. 

Jalfrezi Chicken.£6.10 

Chicken stir fried in a fiery 
onion & tomato masala 
sauce with peppers & fresh 
green chillies. 


WIN A MEAL FOR TWO! 

Sign up to our ‘Curry Lovers Club’ at 

www.tiffinrasoi.com 

and enter our prize draw. 10 winners will be drawn on 28.2.14. 


Scan & 
Sign up 
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KEYBOARD VIRTUOSO TAKES 
WI DOWN MEMORY LANE 


NOSTALGIA was in 
the air when Rhoose 
WI welcomed key¬ 
board virtuoso Penny 
Weedon at their 
February meeting. 

Penny evoked memo¬ 
ries of childhood with 
tunes from ‘Children’s 
Hour’, ‘Listen with 
Mother,’ and the theme 
tunes from ‘Dick Barton, 
Special Agent’ and ‘Paul 
Temple’ - favourite pro¬ 
grammes of children 
who grew up in the 40s 
and early 50s. 

Grieg’s Piano 


RHOOSE WI NEWS 

tunity to entertain with 
readings, sketches and 

rflHE proposal by the 

1 Williams 

GEM READERS 9 
LETTERS EXTRA 

Concerto, complete with Members were 

musical items. 

That evening. there 

Commission that 

\ i„ ..c _ 


ment followed and then 
a medley of Rogers and 
Hammerstein hits. 

Suzanne Hodges 
summed up the mood of 
the audience in her vote 
of thanks, saying how 
much everyone had 
enjoyed these ageless 
tunes. After a break for 
tea, business was 
resumed with budget, 
welfare and social 
reports. 


ing forthcoming event: 
tea at the Copthorne 
Hotel on February 12. 

There will be an extra 
meeting on the afternoon 
of February 20, when 
members will be able to 
take part in keep fit with 
Lucinda Harding. 

There was a reminder 
that the March meeting 
will take the form of an 
eisteddfod, when mem¬ 
bers will have the oppor- 
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GRAND PAVILION 

PORTHCAWL 01656 815995 
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will be a cookery com¬ 
petition when the Joan 
Pengilly Cup will be 
presented to the baker of 
the most delicious Welsh 
cakes! 

Bara brith and Welsh 
cakes will be served dur¬ 
ing the evening. The 
eisteddfod will take 
place on March 6, at 
7.30pm at The 
Community Hall, 

Stewart Road, Rhoose. 
New members and visi¬ 
tors are welcome. 

Events: February 14 
and 28 at 2pm, Craft 
Club at Rhoose Social 
Club; February 20, keep 
fit at 2.30pm at the 
Community Hall; 
February 21, skittles at 
2pm at Rhoose Social 
Club; February 27, lunch 
club at the Flying Club, 
Rhoose at 12.15pm for 
12.30pm. 


Merger plans: 'Bridgend is 
more important than Cardiff’ 


Council should merge with 
that of Cardiff City 
Council is only the latest 
manifestation of a ‘drip- 
fed’ campaign that has 
been ongoing for several 
years. 

Regular press and other media 
releases have regularly empha¬ 
sised the advantages that such a 
merger would bring to the Vale, 
but the reason for these proposals 
runs much deeper than would 
first appear. 

It is not just about the expan¬ 
sion of Cardiff’s geographical 
boundaries, but also inevitable 
governmental control over virtu¬ 
ally the whole of south east Wales 
that would be vested in Cardiff 
City Council. 

If one looks at the history of 
the development of the settlement 
of Cardiff from Roman times, 
through the medieval period and 
on to its enormous growth over 
the 200 years of the Industrial 
Revolution, it has always been 


mineral resources of its neigh¬ 
bours. 

The sole reason for Cardiff’s 
past importance, either militarily 
or industrially, has been its strate¬ 
gic location and, principally, its 
access to the sea. 

This is an advantage that no 
longer prevails, with the result 
that today the city has become 
nothing more than a recreational, 
leisure and residential complex, 
which successive planning 
departments have seen fit to 
endorse with their approval. 

This aspect of city life is much 
loved by a modern generation of 
youth, and I see no objection to 
that, but it hardly justifies any 
claim that its authority should be 
extended beyond its present 
boundaries. 

Industrially Bridgend is of far 
greater importance than Cardiff 
and has just as easy an access to 
the vital artery of the M4. 

So while Cardiff postures as a 
vibrant modern city, it could also 
be seen as a city in danger of 
serious decline, a situation of 


Despair for young 
photographer - as 

equipment is stolen 


A young photogra¬ 
pher who was on 
Barry Island last 
Saturday, February 8, 
had valuable camera 
equipment stolen. 

Berren Rees was on 
the beach near the 
headland at Whitmore 
Bay taking landscape 
images at 3pm. 

He was with a 
friend and while they 
were composing land¬ 
scape shots rested a 
Giottos tripod next to 
Whitmore Bay life¬ 
guard hut for a few 
minutes. 

When Berren 
turned to pick up his 
tripod, it had gone. 


Berren said: “I 
can’t believe that 
someone could do this 
in the blink of an eye. 

“It will have a huge 
impact on my business 


that might have 
picked it up. He also 
asked local businesses 
if they had seen any¬ 
thing but had no luck. 

Berren studied at 


because as a landscape Ysgol Gyfun Bro 
and wedding photog- Morgannwg in Barry 


rapher, the tripod is 
an essential piece of 
kit. 

“I am just getting 
my business started 
and I do not have the 
funds to replace it. 

“I am just hoping 
someone reads this 
and decides to return 
it.” 

Berren searched the 
area for two hours 
looking for anyone 


and then went on to 
study interactive 
media at Bridgend 
College. 

It was during his 
studies that he devel¬ 
oped a passion for 
photography and after 
leaving college decided 
to follow his dream 
and set up Berren 
Photography. 

He explained: “I 
specialise in landscape 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
(PROHIBITION OF ACCESS) 
(ALLEYGATING PHASE 14A BARRY) 
ORDER 2012 

1. On the 6th February 2014 The Vale of Glamorgan Council in exercise of its 
powers under Sections 1 & 2 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 (as 
amended) and of all other enabling powers made an Order the general effect 
of which is as described below. 

2. The Order will come into operation on the 17th February 2014 or on the 
date that the Alleygates are installed and a copy of the Order and plans 
showing the affected area may be seen at the address shown below during 
normal office hours. 

3. If you wish to question the validity of the Order or any provisions contained 
therein on the grounds that they are not within the powers conferred by the 
above Act or on the grounds that any requirement of the same or that any 
instrument made under it has not been complied with in relation to the Order, 
you may within six weeks from the 17th February 2014 apply to the High Court 
for this purpose. 

4. Except as provided by the Order- 

No person shall cause or permit any vehicle to proceed, at any time, along the 
service lanes specified in the schedule below. 

5. No person shall proceed on foot or pedal cycle, at any time, along the 
service lanes specified in the schedule below. 

SCHEDULE 

The length of Service Lane to be restricted is: 

Barry 

Lane from the side of 72 Trinity Street to 22 Heol Pantycelyn 
Dated this 13th day of February 2014 
M. E. Punter 

Director of Visible Services & Housing 
¥s le m Gl ?™ r 9 an CoutcN u dlaeth c 

The Alps, Wenvoe CF5 6AA Welsh Government BRO MORGANNWG 


VALE ol GLAMORGAN 


CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 2012 
GORCHYMYN (GWAHARDD 
MYNEDIAD) (CYNLLUN GOSOD 
GATIAU PEN LON - CAM 14A - 
ARDALY BARRI) 

1. Ar 6 Chwefror 2014, gwnaeth Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, gan arfer ei bwerau 
o dan Adrannau 1 a 2 Deddf Rheoli Traffig 1984 (ddiwygiedig), a phob p_er 
galluogi arall, Orchymyn i’r effaith gyffredinol a ddisgrifir isod. 

2. Daw’r Gorchymyn i rym ar 17 Chwefror 2014, neu ar ddyddiad gosod y 
gatiau pen Ion, a chewch weld copi o’r Gorchymyn a’r cynlluniau sy’n dangos 
yr ardal dan sylw, yn y cyfeiriad isod yn ystod oriau swyddfa arferol. 

3. Os hoffech ddadlau’n erbyn dilysrwydd y Gorchymyn, neu’i ddarpariaethau 
am na chredwch fod gan y ddeddf uchod b_er i’w gweithredu, neu am y 
tybiwch eu bod wedi methu a chydymffurfio a gofynion y ddeddf uchod, neu un 
o’i hofferynnau, bydd gennych chwe wythnos o 17 Chwefror 2014 i wneud cais 
i’r Uchel Lys i’r diben hwnnw. 

4. Ac eithrio fel y darperir gan y Gorchymyn:- 

1. Ni fydd hawl i neb yrru na chaniatau i neb arall yrru cerbyd ar unrhyw adeg 
ar hyd y lonydd gwasanaeth a nodwyd yn yr atodlen isod. 

2. Ni fydd hawl i neb gerdded na seiclo ar unrhyw adeg ar hyd y lonydd 
gwasanaeth a nodwyd yn yr atodlen isod. 

ATODLEN 

Cyfyngir ar y lonydd gwasanaeth canlynol: 

Y Barri 

Y Ion sy’n rhedeg o ochr 72 Trinity Street hyd at 22 Heol Pantycelyn 

Dyddiedig 13 Chwefror 2014 ^ ^ vale of Glamorgan 

M. E. Punter 

Cyfarwyddwr Gwasanaethau Gweladwy a Thai, 

Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, 

Canolfan yr Alpau, Gwenfo CF5 6AA 



and wedding photog¬ 
raphy and recently 
won my first commis¬ 
sion with Herbert R 
Thomas Estate Agents 
for a series of land¬ 
scape images around 
the Vale of 
Glamorgan.” 

The tripod is a 
Giottos 936IB with a 
Giottos MH1311-652 
ball head. It is worth 
£ 200 . 

If anyone knows 
anything about the 
theft, they should con¬ 
tact Barry Police 
Station. Alternatively, it 
can be returned to 
Berren anonymously 
via his website 
www.berren.co.uk 


which its council is well aware. 

It no longer has any ‘Raison 
d’Etre’ and that is why it would 
gladly accept any recommenda¬ 
tions like those of the Williams 
Commission’s. 

Thus it will desperately contin¬ 
ue to seek to widen its sphere of 
influence in the south of the 
Principality. To adapt a Biblical 
quotation - Cardiff ‘toils not but 
it does a great deal of spinning’. 

Cardiff’s neighbours would do 
well to unite in a joint effort to 
curb the city’s ambitions, but the 
parochial nature of Welsh politics 
would probably not easily adopt 
such a coalition. 

In the end, it will be the 
responsibility of each member of 
the electorate to ensure their cho¬ 
sen candidates in the local and 
general elections are wholly com¬ 
mitted to maintaining the inde¬ 
pendence of the constituency or 
borough they represent. 

Sadly, the final decision on this 
issue may finally be taken out of 
our hands by the Welsh Assembly 
which is based in the capital. 

Cardiff has everything to gain 
from a merger with the Vale, 
while the Vale would lose every¬ 
thing including its identity. 

Jim Morgan, Llantwit Major 

Merger 
would 
save 
money 

1 MUST agree 
with Mr Dennis 
Harkus and Mr 
John Turner (GEM 
letters), who both 
hit the nail on the 
head as regards the 
merger of Cardiff 
and the Vale coun¬ 
cils. 

It will save money in 
the long run and should 
improve our way of life. 

I see by some of the 
comments from the Vale 
hierarchy they are wor¬ 
ried about their positions 
on the council and what 
will happen to them. 

That’s life: look on 
the bright side, you can 
always sell your fancy 
chairs on Ebay! 

Mr B Kirke, 

Barry. 


Age Cymru 
grant will 
help Barry 
pensioners 

A BARRY pensioners’ group has had a 
get together for a winter celebration, 
thanks to a gift from a national charity. 

The RVS Colcot Darby and Joan Friendship 
Club of Barry received a winter celebration grant 
from Age Cymru as part of a campaign to combat 
loneliness and isolation. 

The Barry group used the money to hold a cel¬ 
ebration during the winter months to support 
vulnerable older people in the local area. 

Christine Deane, from the RVS Colcot Darby 
and Joan Friendship Club said: “We’re so 
pleased to receive this generous grant from Age 
Cymru. 

“Thanks to Age Cymru, through the ‘Spread 
the Warmth’ campaign, we gave our members a 
celebration to remember, and some company on a 
cold winter Monday afternoon.” 

The RVS Colcot Darby and Joan Friendship 
club meets every Monday afternoon and all pen¬ 
sioners living anywhere in Barry are welcome. 
Contact Christine Deane on 701537 for further 
information. 
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The Little Blue Deli 


3 THOMPSON STREET 

BARRY, CF63 4JL 

SUNDAY LUNCH DELIVERED TO YOUR HOME 

From 12pm - 3pm 

Turkey with cranberry 
sauce & stuffing - £6.95 

Beef with Yorkshire 
pudding - £6.95 

Lamb with mint sauce - £6.95 
Pork with apple sauce - £6.95 
Upgrade to large - £9.95 

Extra roast potatoes - £2.00 
Extra Yorkshire puddings - £1.00 
Honey roast parsnips - £2.00 
Extra vegetables - £1.50 

Childrens roast - £3.95 

Also available for eating in or collection from Thompson Street Deli. 

£1 delivery charge will apply to all orders. 

Call 01446 401101 to place your order 

TRY OUR AMAZING 



Lit 

III 


m. 


£1 

LUNCH 
DEAL 


\igfr J 

TAKE AWAY LUNCH FOR £ 1 ... 

at Thompson Street Deli only 
Each weekday, Mon - Fri, we are offering 
a selection of great tasting lunches for 
just £1 to take away. 

The choice varies day to day so check 
our Facebook page or call us. 

Rice pots with chilli, pulled pork, 
veggie chilli, curry, etc - £1 

Homemade Soup - £1 

Noodle boxes with satay chicken, 
sweet & sour vegetables, etc - £1 

Jacket potatoes with tuna or beans £1 

A selection of filled baguettes £1 

Remember choices 
vary day to 
day and sell out 
very quickly! 

Thompson Street open: 7 days 8am-6pm, 9am-3pm Sundays. 

01446 401101 


Thompson Street 
awarded highest 
rating of 5 for 
hygiene 




86 HIGH STREET 

BARRY, CF62 4DX 

TAPAS AND 
COCKTAILS 

Enjoy 3 Tapas for £10.95 
All Cocktails are £3 before 9pm 

Our wide range of 
EVENING TAPAS dishes include: 

• Chorizo, peppers and almonds 
in Rioja 

• Salt and pepper squid 

• Prawns in crispy tempura batter 

• Baked Brie with sour dough and cranberry jelly 

• Lamb with fennel and sauteed potatoes 

• Hake with Brazilian style lentils and vegetables 

• Honey barbeque spare ribs 

• Chinese style lemon chicken 

We also offer a selection of main courses 
including steaks, ribs, chicken etc 

DAY TIME IN 
HIGH STREET STORE 

Breakfast is served from 9am 

Full English - £3.95 
A full 10 item breakfast 
Eggs Benedict - £3.95 
Smoked salmon Benedict - £4.50 
Pancakes and maple syrup - £3.00 
Omelettes with a wide selection 
of fillings - £3.75 

Lunch from midday 

We offer a wide selection of 
homemade traditional lunch 
choices: 

Corned beef pie, lasagne, 
fish & chips and homemade 
soups etc. Panini and 
baguette selections. Salads. 

All available to take away or eat in. 

We serve freshly ground coffee and a 
selection of teas all day 


2 for the price of 1 on afternoon teas. 

Includes sandwiches, scones with jam and cream. Pot of Tea for 2. 

£5.95 for the first person - second person FREE. 
High Street Deli only. Only with this voucher. 

Valid until 26th March 2014. °T)| 


High Street open: Mon - Wed 9am-5pm, Thurs - Sat 9am-11.30pm. 

01446 721874 




See our full menu on our Facebook page or at www.mybluedeli.com 


‘Like’ Little Blue Deli 
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St Athan road to 
be straightened 


Commonwealth flag to fly in Barry 


WORK has started on a road 
straightening project, costing 
almost £3 million, to improve 
access to the St Athan and 
Cardiff Airport Enterprise 
Zone, paving the way for new 
multi-million pound invest¬ 
ments in the site. 

The Welsh Government is funding 
the improvements to the B4265 
between Gileston and Oldmill to 
improve connectivity within the zone 
and it hopes that the work will help 
attract investment. 

Works are expected to be complet¬ 
ed by the end of 2014. 

A Welsh Government spokesper¬ 
son said: “St Athan and Cardiff 
Airport Enterprise Zone has had sev¬ 
eral inward investments over the last 
three years which have the potential 
to create hundreds of new jobs, that 
require the straightening of this 
stretch of road to improve safety and 


The Minister for Economy, 

Science and Transport, Edwina Hart 
said: “This investment demonstrates 
the Welsh Government’s commitment 
to making a success of the St Athan 
and Cardiff Enterprise Zone. I 
“Improving access to the site will 
open up more investment opportuni¬ 
ties here. The straightening of these 
bends will also make the road safer 
for the many drivers who use this 
road every day.” 

Coun Lis Burnett, cabinet member 
for regeneration, innovation, planning 
and transportation, said: “I am 
delighted to see work begin on 
improving this stretch of road. 

“This project is vital to the long¬ 
term future of the St Athan and 
Cardiff Airport Enterprise Zone and 
will open many new investment 
opportunities to help the zone devel¬ 
op and realise its potential.” 

The Vale Council is carrying out 
the work on behalf of the Welsh 
Government. 


Over to 
you, Madam 
Mayor! 




ABOVE: Constructors have started work on straightening 
the raod near Gileston and St Athan. 


ABOVE: The Vice Lord Lieutenant, Sir Brooke Boothby, 
presents the Commonwealth flag to Coun Margaret Wilkinson. 

AM helps British Heart 
Foundation’s campaign 

LAST week, the 
British Heart 
Foundation shop on 
Holton Road, 

Barry, which is sup¬ 
porting the chari¬ 
ty’s ‘Ramp Up The 
Red’ campaign, had 
a visit from Vale 
AM Jane Hutt. 

During Febrary, 

British Heart 
Foundation (BHF) 

Cymru is asking people 
to get involved with 
Ramp up the Red to 


help raise funds that 
will go directly towards 
vital research, support 
and care for those suf¬ 
fering with heart dis¬ 
ease. 

BHF Cymru shops 
have recently launched 
their annual ‘Love 
Notes’ campaign, 
whereby people can buy 
a heart-shaped note and 
place a message of their 
choice to display in the 
window. All proceeds 
for this will go towards 
the Ramp up the Red 


campaign. 

When Jane Hutt vis¬ 
ited the shop in Holton 
Road, she commented: 
“There are over 3,504 
adults in my constituen¬ 
cy living with heart dis¬ 
ease - a devastating dis¬ 
ease which can affect 
anyone, from babies to 
grandparents. 

“I am delighted to 
help raise awareness 
locally by supporting 
the local BHF shop by 
placing a love note in 
its window.” 


DB 


frttUnr# AitamUtrit ion 


DB Freelance Administration provides a wide 
range of administrative and secretarial duties 
personally tailored to your business needs. 
Offering a flexible and reliable solution without 
entering into a long term contract or paying 
agency fees.Work can be provided on an 
ad-hoc, short or long term basis. 

You are not liable to pay tax, national 
insurance, holiday pay, sick pay or any other 
company benefits. 

Work can be carried out remotely or in-house 
support covering the Cardiff and vale area. 

Here are just some of the services offered: 

General Administration 

• Payroll 

HR and Recruitment 
Petty cash 

Database and spreadsheet 
creation 

Arrange meetings and 
conferences 
Minute Taking 
Copy and audio typing 

• Letters and 
correspondence 
Processing and chasing 
outstanding invoices 

To discuss how I can help your 
company, please contact 

Tel: 07456 535151 

daniellebaMassociates@gmail.com 



LEFT: 

Area manager, 
Terry Hughes and 
the shop’s assistant 
manager, Victoria 
Fround and volun¬ 
teers are joined by 
the AM in Barry. 


PENARTH AND DISTRICT RAMBLERS’ NEWS 


Dodging the showers on a 
stroll through three parks 


THE Vale Council will 
be flying the 
Commonwealth flag 
outside the Civic 
Offices in Barry to 
mark Commonwealth 
Day on March 10, and 
throughout the 
Commonwealth 
Games in Glasgow 
from July 23 - August 
3. 

The Commonwealth 
flag was officially pre¬ 
sented to the Mayor of 


the Vale, Coun 
Margaret Wilkinson by 
the Vice Lord 
Lieutenant, Sir Brooke 
Boothby at the Mayor’s 
Parlour on February 
10, 2014. 

Coun Margaret 
Wilkinson and Sir 
Brooke Boothby were 
joined by pupils from St 
Helen’s Junior School, 
Barry. 

(See photograph 
on page 1). 


AS almost constant rainfall 
continues deluging paths in 
water and mud, it was 
something of a change to 
join an urban walk led by 
Sylvia, taking in three 
delightful parks. 

Forging onwards in dry sunny 
weather across Pont y Werin and 
pounding pavements to join the 
Ely Trail, then into Cowbridge 
Road East, and Penarth and 
District Ramblers’ first stop at 
Victoria Park, which was opened 
in June 1897, a small zoo was 
incorporated in the park. 

The most famous resident was 
Billy the seal, who occupied the 
lake between 1912 and 1939, and 
although the lake was filled in dur¬ 
ing the 1950s, a statue of Billy 
stands proud beside what is now 
the children’s playground. 

After refreshments, 

Thompson’s Park was next on the 
list, which was initially called Sir 
David’s Field, believed to have 
derived from Sir Dafydd Matthew, 


who in the 15 th century was grant¬ 
ed land for service to King 
Edward IV. 

Charles Thompson, a member 
of the wealthy family who owned 
nearby Penhill, opened the garden 
to the public in 1891 and some 20 
years later offered it to Cardiff 
City Council, as long as it 
remained an open space, retained 
its original name and he was 
allowed to manage it at his 
expense. 

After 11 years, Thompson 
stepped down and as a tribute to 
him, the park bears his name. 

Exiting into Pencisely Road, 
then onto Llandaff Fields, a drier 
path at Pontcanna Fields led to the 
Blackweir Bridge, where the Taff 
was crashing through on its jour¬ 
ney to Cardiff Bay and making 
their way through Bute Park, they 
encountered the first shower of the 
day. 

Bute Park was created by 
Andrew Pettigrew between 1873 
and 1901 as a private garden for 
the Bute family of Cardiff Castle, 


and was donated to the people of 
Cardiff in 1947, along with the 
adjoining Sophia Gardens. 

Crossing back to the west side 
of the Taff and along Fitzhamon 
Embankment, passing excited 
rugby fans making their way to the 
Millennium Stadium for the open¬ 
ing game against Italy in the Six 
Nations, several more showers 
accompanied the journey along 
Taff Mead Embankment, Clarence 
Road Bridge and Hamadryad 
Park, but a fairly dry spell encom¬ 
passed lunch at the Wetlands. 

Crossing Cardiff Bay via the 
barrage, the sun suddenly re¬ 
appeared and walking into a blus¬ 
tery wind meant outer clothing 
was almost dry upon the return to 
Cogan, with enough time to thank 
the leader and get home for the 
kick off! 

On February 16, meet at 9am at 
Cogan Leisure Centre for a 10.5- 
mile mod/hard walk to Cefn Cyff 
from Llanfrynach; contact Joy on 
01446 737131. 

JOY STRANGWARD 


Buses could run 
once again to 
local hospital 


BUSES may soon 
start running again 
to Llandough 
Hospital - and sen¬ 
ior staff say the rea¬ 
son is that new 
parking arrange¬ 
ments have been a 
success. 

Two months ago, the 
hospital’s new multi¬ 
decked car park opened 
and private company 
ParkingEye started man¬ 
aging parking regula¬ 
tions at UHL. 

New patient-only 
parking areas, closer to 
the hospital building 
were set up, along with 
security measures, 
including patrols, to 
tackle inconsiderate 
parking - a long stand¬ 
ing problem at the hospi¬ 
tal. 

Peter Welsh, the hos¬ 
pital’s general manager, 


said: “So far it appears to 
be going really well. The 
roads have been clear, 
there’s been no vehicles 
blocking key entrances 
and there have been 
spaces available for staff 
and patients. 

“There have been 
mixed comments from 
patients and staff. 
However, this was to be 
expected during the ini¬ 
tial period until site users 
become accustomed to 
the new arrangements. 

“One of the positives 
is that bus operators are 
once again prepared to 
look at servicing the site 
fully, which they have 
not been able to do in the 
past due to vehicles 
being parked inappro¬ 
priately. 

“If we can bring pub¬ 
lic transport back on to 
the site it will be a great 
benefit for visitors and 
staff.” 


Trading Standards 
warning on 
‘copycat’ websites 


TRADING 
STANDARDS are 
warning Vale resi¬ 
dents about copycat 
government web¬ 
sites after a number 
of complaints from 
members of the 
public. 

Unscrupulous compa¬ 
nies aim to trick people 
into paying for applica¬ 
tions, up to £1,000 in 
some cases, which are 
available free of charge 
on government websites. 

Services such as 
applications for pass¬ 
ports, driving licences, 
tax rebates, tax returns 


and the European Health 
Insurance Card (EHIC) 
have all been targeted in 
recent months. 

Christina Roberts- 
Kinsey, principal 

Trading Standards offi¬ 
cer gave this advice: 
“After searching the 
web, always take a 
moment to check that 
you are in a legitimate 
website and scroll past 
the sponsored results at 
the top. If you are in any 
doubt at all, access the 
official government 
website www.gov.uk and 
navigate to the service 
you require through 
there.” 


TO LET ON LICENCE 

THE FOLLOWING GRAZING LAND IS 
AVAILABLE BY INFORMAL TENDER 
FROM APRIL 2014 UNTIL JANUARY 2015: 

2.58 acres - opp. Manor House, 
Sully Road, Penarth 
6.99 acres - Old Port Road, Wenvoe 

Closing date for receipt of completed Tenders is 

12 NOON FRIDAY 7th MARCH 2014 

Contact: Dean Lacey, Estates Section, 
The Vale of Glamorgan Council 
Civic Offices, vale of Glamorgan 

Holton Road, 

Barry CF63 4RU 
Tel: 01446 709335 

Email: delacey@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 


BRO MORGANNWG 
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Tory AM unhappy with 
Airport’s express bus 
service performance 


A REPORT into the Welsh Government- 
subsidised T9 Airport Express, has raised 
“serious questions” according to South 
Wales Central AM, Andrew RT Davies. 

The report, undertaken by Professor Stuart Cole 
and commissioned by the Welsh Government, 
assesses the effectiveness of the T9 route and makes 
suggestions for improving the service. 

Mr Davies, Leader of the Welsh Conservatives, 
said that it was concerning that basic steps were not 
taken by the Welsh Government before its launch, 
and lamented the higher than expected cost to the 
taxpayer in its first four months of active service. 

The report showed that the T9 Airport Express, 
run by First Cymru has cost the Welsh Government 
£242,691 to date (after four months) at a subsidy of 
£11.33 per passenger 

The report also said no targets for passenger num¬ 
bers were set prior to its launch, and no market and 
development strategy was undertaken 

Mr Davies said: “Mr Cole himself admits that this 
is a high subsidy for a service of its type, but the fact 
that it has already cost the taxpayer almost a quarter 
of a million pounds in just four months is worrying. 

“I live in the Vale and see the T9 several times a 
week. The reality is that it frequently runs empty 
and the fact that it has been called the ‘Empty 9’ by 
locals says it all. 

“What concerns me most of all is that Mr Cole’s 
report reveals that almost no strategy was put in 
place to ensure that the route would be a success. 


by PHILIP IRWIN 


There were no targets set for passenger numbers 
and, worst of all, there was no market and develop¬ 
ment strategy, because it was rushed so quickly into 
service. 

“I have every respect for the advice offered by 
Professor Cole and I sincerely hope that his recom¬ 
mendations improve its viability.” 

Mr Davies had also suggested that Vale residents 
should be allowed to get on and off the bus at a few 
selected stops, and he said he was disappointed that 
this looked to be unlikely to happen. 

He said: ““I had hoped that the Welsh 
Government might look at the viability of including 
local and express services on this route, particularly 
in light of the fact that residents of Rhoose have lost 
their own service that covered much of this route. 

“Whilst I understand that an express service 
needs to be quick and reliable, it is disappointing 
that the Welsh Labour Government now looks 
unlikely to consider making the T9 available to local 
commuters - many of whom are seeking to travel all 
the way in to Cardiff itself. 

“Allowing the service to pick up from a limited 
number of stops on the route on one of the T9’s three 
hourly services would not only have significantly 
improved links between the Vale and Cardiff, it 
would potentially have gone some way towards 
addressing the disappointing take-up in passenger 
numbers to date.” 


Life-long pals are ready to 
settle down quietly together! 


DOGS Trust Bridgend’s resident globe¬ 
trotters Poppy and Clyde are a well-trav¬ 
elled pair of pooches, who are looking to 
pack in their jet-set lifestyle and settle 
down in a new home in time for 
Valentine’s Day. 

The inseparable duo, who previously lived with 
their owners in Spain and Bulgaria, are now ready 
for a new adventure - finding their ‘furry tail end¬ 
ing’ in a loving new home. 


These two 
devoted pals, 
Poppy and 
Clyde, are 
desperate for 
a new home 
after their 
owner died. 


The GEM has joined forces with the 
Dog’s Trust to find caring new owners 
for animals at its Bridgend Rehoming 
Centre (Telephone 01656 725219). 



The adorable pair are devoted to each other and 
are looking to find a loving home to spend the rest 
of their lives together. 

Poppy and Clyde were brought in to Dogs Trust 
Bridgend as part of Dogs Trust’s canine care card 
scheme after their owner sadly passed away late last 
year. 

Staff at the centre in Pen-y-Fai are now appealing 
for a very special owner who can provide a loving 
retirement home for the lifelong friends. 

They both have passports so though they love 
their home comforts, they would be happy to 
accompany their new owners on adventures abroad. 

Poppy is a 12-year-old Spaniel-cross, who is still 
young at heart and loves nothing more than stretch¬ 
ing her legs on long walks, or having a run around 
outdoors. 

Clyde is a sweet, ten-year-old Podengo, who 
adores playing with his doggie pals, especially 
Poppy. 

They would suit a quiet home where they can live 
out their golden years together. 

Dogs Trust Bridgend Rehoming Centre Manager 
Beverley Price says: “It has been such a sad year for 
the pair, so it would be great to see them embark on 
one of the most important journeys of all - to the 
loving home they deserve in time for Valentine’s 
day.” 

If you are interested in rehoming a rescue dog, 
please call Dogs Trust Bridgend on 01656 725 219 
or visit www.dogstrust.org.uk. 


Vale MP hits out at missed 
ambulance response times 


WITH targeted ambulance response times 
again missed across the Vale in January, local 
MP Alun Cairns has called on the Welsh 
Government to resolve this “persistent prob¬ 
lem.” 

He pointed out that Welsh Government statistics 
reported only 54 per cent of category A calls arrived 
within the target time across the Vale. This was well 
below the 65 per cent expectation and below the 57 
per cent Welsh average. In England the target 
response time is 75 per cent,” the MP said. 

“This problem has been going on for years and 
enough is enough. Over that time, I have received 
reports of pensioners who have been left stranded 
waiting for hours, and in another case, a nervous 
neighbour simply driving an ill patient to the hospi¬ 
tal themselves. 

“This is a constituency-wide problem and I con¬ 


tinue to be contacted by constituents from Barry and 
Llantwit Major to Cowbridge, who feel they are 
being let down by the service. 

“Despite the best efforts of dedicated ambulance 
staff, the service is not delivering the standard of 
service that patients expect and deserve. I am con¬ 
cerned that there appears to be little action by the 
Welsh Government. 

“It is also worth considering that if a Community 
First Responder arrives within the target response 
time, that is counted as having achieved the target, 
although the patient could still be waiting for an 
ambulance for a considerable period longer. 

“Hardworking paramedics are being left waiting 
at A and E departments. They are being held back 
and not freed up to travel to new patients. Waiting 
times and A and E are far too long and are impacting 
ambulance response times.” 


Heartening news on 
cancer survival highlights 
Assembly’s care plans 


T HIS week, I was pleased to 
launch the 2014 Marie Curie 
Great Daffodil Appeal In the 
Senedd. 

All over Wales, the Marie Curie daffodils are 
appearing on lapels, and donations are being made 
to support the excellent care provided by Marie 
Curie nurses to terminally ill patients in the Marie 
Curie hospice and in the community. 

On recent visits to the hospice in Penarth, I have 
witnessed at first hand that care and co mmi tment to 
patients and their families. 

Gareth Williams, Chair of the Wales Advisory 
Board, welcomed Assembly Members, Marie Curie 
staff and volunteers, as well as health professionals 
in primary and secondary care to the Daffodil 
launch. 

I thanked Marie Curie and all those involved in 
the provision of end of life care, which is a high 
priority for the Welsh Government, with the support 
of the Health Minister, Mark Drakeford AM who 
has said that: 

“End of Life Care is care for a person - not a 
patient, or a service user, but a person in the full 
and rounded sense. The plan sets out clear ways in 
which the voice of the individual, supported by 
those closest to them, is heard and respected at the 
centre of the service they need.” 

Last July, the Health Minister confirmed that 
£6.5m will be allocated to specialist palliative care 
services across Wales for 2013/14, including £2.4m 
for hospices. 

The close partnership between the NHS in Wales 
and the hospice movement is long-standing and 
essential in delivering the right services for people 
who need the best end of life care. 

This focus on Marie Curie follows an important 
Welsh Government report earlier this month on our 
Cancer Delivery Plan, which showed that cancer 
survival rates in Wales are improving faster than 
anywhere else in the UK. 

The report demonstrates real improvements in 
cancer care in Wales over the past year and as the 
Health Minister stated: “This is a tribute to all those 
involved in the planning and delivery of care” . 

While the report shows areas of progress, it also 
highlights areas to focus on, such as reversing the 
decline in the uptake of bowel cancer screening. 

The Minister is clear that while our cancer sur¬ 
vival rates show improvement, we need to reach the 
levels achieved in a number of other European 


^Assembly^ 

NOTES 



countries and 
we need to con¬ 
tinue to make 
progress with 
research, train¬ 
ing and new 
technologies. 

The publica¬ 
tion of the 
Welsh 

Government 
and MacMillan 
Cancer 
Support’s 
‘Cancer Patient 

[bvJaneHuttAM 

provided the \JMinister for Finance)y 

results of a sur¬ 
vey which monitors developments in cancer care by 
measuring progress from a patient’s point of view. 

The survey reported the views of 7,352 cancer 
patients and with a 69 per cent response rate, a 
robust and comprehensive analysis of people’s 
experience of cancer has emerged. This is reflected 
in the views of cancer patients in Wales who rated 
their care as either ‘excellent’ or ‘very good’. 

The survey showed that 85 per cent of patients 
felt they were always treated with respect and dig¬ 
nity by staff, 87 per cent had confidence and trust 
in doctors and nurses caring for them and 94 per 
cent said they had enough privacy when being 
treated. 

While these findings are encouraging, the survey 
also shows areas where further improvement is still 
needed but we have the clear evidence where we 
should be focusing our efforts. 

With £4.6m Welsh Government investment, new 
cutting-edge radiotherapy equipment is being 
installed in the Velindre Cancer Centre, which will 
provide highly specialised and advanced 
Stereotactic Body Radoiotherapy treatment to thou¬ 
sands of cancer patients in Wales every year. 

We are investing in the most up-to-date technolo¬ 
gy available to us in Europe. We are also exceeding 
our targets for recruitment to clinical trials. 

This week, as a result of careful financial man¬ 
agement in an ever-tightening public finances cli¬ 
mate, I was able to announce a further investment 
of £50million for the NHS in Wales in my supple¬ 
mentary Budget for this financial year, on top of the 
additional £150m announced in October. 

Health is a priority for this Welsh Government. 


Cross-party occasion in 
Vale ‘fantastic’ says MP 



PETERSTON 
SUPER ELY resi¬ 
dents recently 
joined local MP 
Alun Cairns 
(above) for an event 
that involved wine 
tasting, Chinese 
meal and a talk on 
a range of anec¬ 
dotes from 
Parliament. 

Alun Cairns com¬ 
mented: “This was 
a fantastic commu¬ 
nity event, which 
crossed the political 
boundaries. 

“I was delighted 
to have the pres¬ 
ence of well known 
Plaid and UKIP 
supporters.” 


STEAMED UP 
DOUBLE GLAZING? 


Don't thi» jud th*» Pinftj 


Broken or Damaged Windows? 
Faulty Hinges. Handles or Locks? 
Want cht latent savin# glass? 

5 year guarantee on new double glazing. 


2 


.we make saving money perfectly clear 


Call Freephone 0800 61 21 118 
www.clocidy2cloar.com 
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Must End!! The Venice Dining Set. 

Extending solid oak dining table 
_ — -_ and 4 Hamley chairs 


The Triest Rustic. 

The finest oak and oak 
veneers traditionally crafted 
with dovetail joints for a 
solid construction 


Lowest sale price £749 

CLEARANCE £599 

All this and much, much more SOLID OAK 

r The Venice Modern. Crafted from the finest oak and oak veneers carefully ^ StOCK# 
chosen for it's charachter and rustic appearance. 


Venice Coffee Table 


Venice Console Table 


Lowest sale price £229 

CLEARANCE £179 


Venice 3 Door Sideboard 

Lowest sale price £499 

CLEARANCE £399 


Triest Gents Wardrobe 

Lowest sale price £699 

CLEARANCE £499 


Triest 5 Drawer Slim Jim 


Lowest sale price £949 

CLEARANCE £279 




Lowest sale price £469 

CLEARANCE £129 


Triest 7 Drawer Chest 


Lowest sale price £499 

CLEARANCE £349 


FINAL REDUCTIONS 


NE' 

m LATE N 

|yy ' es 

homestores 


| .co.uk 

PENARTH ROAD CARDIFF 

Unit 5, Freemans Park, Penarth Road, 
Cardiff, CF11 8TU. 

Tel: 02920 371970 

www.fwhomestores.co.uk 


FREE 

no interest no charges 
0% typical APR 


Opening Times 

Mon: 9.00am - 8.00pm. 
Tue - Sat: 9.00am - 6.00pm 
Sunday: 10.30am - 4.30pm 
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Soroptimists rally again 
to Velindre Hospital’s 
Easter Chicks appeal 


IN wet and windy weather, president 
Audrey, of Barry and District 
Soroptimists, delivered another batch of 
Easter chicks to bring a cheerful splash 
of spring colour to the Velindre Appeals 
office. 

The appeals officer at Velindre Hospital, Julie 
Smith MBE, started the ‘Chick Knit’ 17 years ago, 
when her aim was to reach £1 million! Having 
reached her target she is now aiming for her second 
million, as there is no let-up in the demand for 
chicks! 

Over 13 years ago, club member May win 
Thomas learned of the Easter Chick Appeal and, 
with her encouragement, members, family and 
friends have donated more than 12,000 chicks to 
the appeal. 

Volunteers fill the knitted chicks with chocolate 
eggs and these are sold for £1 each. About 90 per 
cent of the chicks are sold in schools. The children 
love them and like to collect them each year. 

As well as the chicks, this year the club knitted 
Father Christmas, snowmen and Christmas pud¬ 
ding decorations from patterns supplied by 
Velindre Hospital. 

These were used to decorate the club’s tree at 
the annual Christmas tree festival in St Augustine’s 
church, Penarth and then sold, with all proceeds 
going to Velindre. 

Money was also again donated to the appeal by 
club member and Barry florist Hilary West who, 
together with her staff, Laura, Samantha, Jane and 
Maxine knit, sew up, supply the chocolate eggs, 
and sell not only chicks, but also snowmen at 
Christmas, and Easter bunnies. 

The Velindre appeal is always looking for new 
knitters, and if anyone would like to be involved, 
please telephone Julie Smith on (029) 2031 6211. 

CSD 


The Origins Traditional 

An exceptional new range of dining and occasional furniture. 
Designed in compact dimensions. Supplied Fully Assembled. 


Origins Lamp Table 




Origins TV Unit 

Lowest sale price £249 

CLEARANCE £199 


Lowest sale price £429 
CLEARANCE £99 


Origins Low Bookcase 

Lowest sale price £249 

CLEARANCE £199 


ABOVE: 

The photo shows Julie receiving the chicks 
from president Audrey . 


Wa Drawers 

I Included 


r: 


The Emerald, medium to firm open coil hand 
tufted 4'6"divan set including 4 drawers 


RRP £759 Sale £379 


Louisiana 3 seater reclining sofa. 
Superbly comfortable and amazing 
value 

RRP £1259 Sale £629 


Cc 


C.S. Boxall is a family business 
established since 1990 


C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

Plumbing, Heating & Electrical Work 

Over 35 years experience in the industry. 

Servicing 
from £80 




WORCESTER 

Bosch Group 

Gas, Oil & Solid Fuel 
Boiler Installations. 
Please take advantage 
of our Free Survey 




> 


Worcester Bosch Group Guarantee 


LPG 

Bottle Gas 
available 

(Flo Gas 

St 


Stockist) 


AGA& 

RAYBURN 

Installation, 

Service 

and 

Breakdown 


For all 
your Tool & 
Plant Hire 


PLAN AHEAD FOR YOUR HEATING SERVICE. 

Visit our warehouse for all your plumbing, 
heating and drainage supplies 

For stores only phone 01446 772292 
For main office and general enquiries call 01446 772444 
or freephone 0800 849125 


Visit our website: www.csboxall.co.uk 


I 


▲ 4km* 


OPEN: 

8am 
’til 5pm 


39F Vale Business Park, Llandow, Nr Cowbridge, CF71 7PF 
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Penarth Learning Community remains 
on track for completion date in October 


PENARTH Learning Community is due 
for completion on October 4 this year and 
lots of progress has been made in recent 
months. 

Two schools are being constructed - a replace¬ 
ment of the current St Cyres School and the provi¬ 
sion of a new special education needs facility replac¬ 
ing Ashgrove School, Ysgol Erw'r Delyn, and Ysgol 
Maes Dyfan which moves from Barry. 

Associate project manager, Ron McClean, told 
The GEM: “Work to the two schools and the respite 
building is on track for completion in October of this 
year, including external areas and car parking. 



v___ _ _ 

ABOVE: 

The main entrance to Ysgol y Deri. 


“On occupation of the new building, the second 
phase of the project will involve the demolition of 
the old St Cyres School, Ysgol Erw’r Delyn and 
Ashgrove, and the creation of the all weather pitch as 
well as grassed pitches for football and rugby and 
the creation of multi use games areas.” 

The project’s budget is £48million. The project 
and cost management has been undertaken by 
AECOM, the architects are HLM, the structural 
engineers are ARUP, and the main contractor is 
Leadbitter. 





THE CARDIFF AIRPORT 


HOLIDAY 




Cardiff Airport, Sunday 16th Feb, 11am - 4pm 

Travel inspiration and advice from our top tour operators! 
Book flights, watch seminars and enjoy the entertainment! 

Free parking available! 


regaltravel.co.uk/regalholidaymarket 


regal 

travel 


Cardiff airport 

I maes awyr cat 


’ caerdydd 


To register for FREE parking call, text or email: 07436 535 640 or bridgend@regaltravel.co.uk 



IMAGES by 

GLYN EVANS 


ABOVE: Associate project manager, 
Ron McClean of AECOM. 


ABOVE: 

The main atrium of St Cyres School. 
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2 for 1 from £69 


Book an eye test at specsavers.co.uk 
or call 0800 0680 241 


Cannot be used with other offers. Applies to £69-£149 ranges with standard PENTAX single vision lenses. 
Second pair from the same price range or below and to the same prescription. 1.5 scratch-resistant varifocal, 
bifocal and other single vision lenses included in offer - you just pay for lenses in your first pair. Extra Options 
available at an additional charge on both pairs. Excludes safety eyewear. SKU 25381597. ©2013 Specsavers. All 
rights reserved. 
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WINDOWS, DOORS 


.P. 


& CONSERVATORIES 


SHOWROOMS at: 

10a Ewcnny Road, Bridgend CF31 3HL 
Unit 2 Leckwitti Road, Cardiff CF11 8AP 

Tel: Bridgend 01656 349515 
Cardiff 02920 508770 
Barry 01446 439212 

www.mpnwindows.com 


90 

YEARS 


%sin£> s 


AMAZING FEBRUARY 
OFFERS! 

• 6 YALE upvc windows fitted from £1995 with 
FREE A rated glass 

• YALE upvc doors fitted from £ - 

• YALE composite doors fitted from 

• YALE French/patio doors fitted from £895 

. Conservatories fully fitted incaFREupgrade 

to a glass roof from £7,500 with no deposit! 


Our DOUBLE glazed windows are 

AMAZING 


Yale Secured PVC 
Front Doors 

10 year guarantee 
beautiful designs 

only 

£550* 

fully fitted! 

PVC Back 
Doors 

£499* 


* Mention This Ad When Ordering 


FREE A RATED GLASS 

Full Repair Service Available 

Fascias, Gutters & Downpipes 
Supplied & Fitted 

0% Finance Available Buy Now, 
Pay Next Year 

FREE Conservatory Design Service 
• FREE Quotations 

FREE ONLINE QUOTES AT 
www.mpnwindows.com 

Probably the best windows ^ 
and doors in Wales 


AN AWARD WINNING 
FAMILY BUSINESS 
SINCE 1994 


|FCMSA| 


Bridgend 01656 349515 • Cardiff 02920 506770 • Barry 01446 439212 


E-mail: mpnwinOows^aol.oom 
Showrooms at 10a Ewcnny Road, Bridgend CF31 3ML 
Unit 2 Leek with Road, Cardiff CF11 8AP 
Open 9am to 7pm • 7 days a week 
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ESTYN REPORT HIGHLIGHTS 
‘MANY STRENGTHS’ AT 
COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL 


A RECENT Estyn inspection 
has given Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School a good 
report - and has identified 
“many strengths”. 

The school was inspected in 
December last year by Estyn, Her 
Majesty’s Inspectorate for 
Education and Training in Wales, 
in December 2013. 

The team of inspectors judged 
that the school’s current perform¬ 


ance, and also prospects for 
improvement, were both good. 

A school spokesperson said: 
“These judgements were arrived at 
because ‘standards achieved in all 
key stages of the school are consis¬ 
tently high in all indicators’, and 
‘behaviour and attitudes to learn¬ 
ing are consistently good’”, 

The spokesperson went on to say 
that attendance was “above expec¬ 
tations” and commented that “the 
leadership team has a thorough 


by PHILIP IRWIN 


understanding of the strengths and 
areas for improvement”. 

It found that pupils enjoyed les¬ 
sons and had “positive attitudes to 
learning”. The inspectors went on 
to say that there were “high levels 
of pupil involvement in all aspects 
of school life, especially the fields 
of performing arts and physical 
education”. 


There was praise also a very 
positive mention of the work of the 
Eco-committee and the role that 
the Duke of Edinburgh Award 
Scheme plays in developing young 
people’s life skills. The report also 
stated: “The chool works well with 
partners to support its pupils and 
improve standards and wellbeing”. 

A key feature, the report said, 
was that the school “communicates 
well with parents, who are highly 
supportive. The number of par¬ 


ents attending school events is 
high”. 

The headteacher, Mrs Debra 
Thomas, said: “We are pleased that 
the inspection team recognised the 
many strengths of the school, par¬ 
ticularly the high expectations and 
standards achieved by our young 
people. 

“We look forward to achieving 
greater success and improvement 
for all members of the school com¬ 
munity”. 


Scouts and Cubs parade 
in the Mayor’s parlour ! 



MAY OR of Barry, Coun Claire 
Curtis, recently welcomed Barry 
Sea Scouts and Cubs to the 
Mayor’s parlour for a visit. 

Last month, the 1st Barry Sea Scouts 
were invited to tell the Mayor, invited 
guests and parents all about their recent 
trip to Saudi Arabia. AM for the Vale, 
Jane Hutt, along with Chris Elmore the 
Vale of Glamorgan cabinet member for 
children’s services, also attended the pres¬ 
entation. Coun Curtis explained: “Jane 
Hutt and I were fortunate to be invited to 
the headquarters of the 1st Barry Sea 
Scouts before they embarked on their 
adventure to Saudi Arabia at the end of 
2013. 


“I asked the Scouts to come to the 
Barry Town Council offices and tell us all 
about their trip on their return”. 

Jane Hutt added: “This was a wonder¬ 
ful opportunity for these five Scouts and it 
gave them the chance to learn about a dif¬ 
ferent culture and to build links between 
Wales and Saudi Arabia; I was delighted 
to hear that they are still in contact with 
their hosts since their return.” 

This month, the 2nd and 4th Barry 
Cubs went along to the Mayor’s Parlour 
as part of their Community Badge project. 
The Mayor told the cubs about Barry 
Town Council and her role and then held 
a question and answer session with the 
children. Coun Curtis said: “I was 
delighted to invite the Cubs and their 


leaders to the Barry Town Council Offices 
and enjoyed showing them the various 
historic photographs and pieces that are 
held in the Mayor’s parlour. 

“As well as the Q&A session, we also 
held a quiz and the children were given 
the opportunity to draw any of the items 
on display; the Mace proved to be very 
popular!” 

The Cubs have already visited a PCSO 
and a fire station and have only to arrange 
a visit to a church to complete the tasks 
needed to earn their badge. 

Coun Curtis added: “The Cubs were 
all very well-behaved, and I hope they 
enjoyed their evening as much as I did”. 


RIGHT: 

Jane Hutt 
AM with 
Hair 
Business 
stylists 
including 
owner, 

Leigharne 
Phillips and 
Leigh Ann 
Summers, 
who won an 
ISA award 
certificate. 

Hair stylists take 
case for registration 
to the Senedd... 



COWBRIDGE hairdressers, 
The Hair Business and Fich 
and Ramous, were at an 
event in the Senedd recently 
to highlight the Hairdressing 
Council’s campaign for 


Record breaker 
joins Vale Show 


PLANS are well 
under way for this 
year’s Vale of 
Glamorgan Show at 
Fonmon Castle on 
Wednesday, August 
13. 


contact the horticultural 
secretary Gail Wintle on 
07976 935 223 or by e 
mail 

gailvegshow@ gmail. com 

NG 


mandatory state registration 
of all hairdressers and bar¬ 
bers. 

They included Leigh Ann 
Summers and Leigharne Phillips, 
winner of the Women in Business in 
Wales Award, who has run her suc¬ 
cessful salon The Hair 
Business since 1990. 

They petitioned Vale 
AM Jane Hutt, who 
said: “I am fully in sup¬ 
port of State 
Registration and con¬ 
gratulate the skilled 
hairdressers and bar¬ 
bers who received cer¬ 
tificates and awards at 
the Senedd.” 


The committee is 
pleased to welcome 
world record breaker 
and giant vegetable 
grower Phillip Vowels, 
who will now be joining 
us as horticultural show 
manager. 

He brings with him 
years of growing and 
gardening experience 
and hopes to introduce 
some new classes to the 
show, including giant 
vegetables. 

Phillip looks forward 
to welcoming new and 
past exhibitors to the 
show and would also 
like to invite schools to 
be part of this great 
show by introducing 
classes where schools 
can enter, flowers, veg¬ 
etables and best school’s 
children’s garden. He is 
happy to help schools 
with seeds and with any 
advice they might need. 

If you would like any 
further information 
please feel welcome to 


Knight 
*4 Fr an* 

FOR SAL£ 

RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT 
PLOT, ROB1NSWOOD 
CRESCENT, PENARTH, CF6 A 3JE 


On the instructions of the 
Vale of Glamorgan Courted 

♦ Ae*demai Oewe*oprr*nt pkt - 0 CM 
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Selected 


Furniture 


3 Seat** Quality leather Sofa with 
2 Rcclmcf Seats. Choice of Colours 


MUST END 
THIS WEEKEND 


« G PLAN 



George Street Furnishers 

Furniture • Carpets • Beds • Bathrooms 

NEWPORT 01 633 21 4241 CARDIFF 029 20 492727 
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Charity golf match in 
memory of little Seren 


THE Cardiff and Newport 
SANDS charity will hold its 
Seren Roberts Memorial 
Tournament at Cottrell Park 
Golf Resort, followed by a 
fundraising dinner on June 
20 . 

The charity support bereaved 
parents following the loss of a 
baby through stillbirth, or death 
shortly after birth. 

It is entirely self-funded, run 
by a group of bereaved parents 
who devote the time on a purely 
voluntary basis. 

The golf event has become 
their main fundraising event of 
the year, enabling it to provide 
hospitals in the area with memory 
boxes for bereaved parents, and 
monthly support meetings. 

It has set up bereavement 
rooms in University Hospital 
Wales, Cardiff, Royal Gwent in 
Newport, and the Royal 
Glamorgan in Llantrisant, includ¬ 


ing providing ‘Cold Cots’, which 
allows parents to stay with their 
babies a little longer should they 
wish to. 

Additionally, they have provid¬ 
ed bereavement training to local 
midwives and part funded a baby 
remembrance garden in Thornhill 
Cemetery, Cardiff. 

The golf event is organised by 
bereaved father Gwyn Roberts, 
who lost his daughter Seren in 
2005. 

Gwyn said: “When my wife 
and I lost Seren on November 5, 
2005, we were lost. We were dis¬ 
traught. While the level of care 
we received in the hospital was 
faultless, we just didn’t know 
what to do. 

“Then, just before leaving, one 
of the midwives happened to 
scribble down a contact number 
for the national SANDS charity 
on the back of an envelope. 

“The support we received from 


them in those early days was 
priceless. Looking back now, it 
seems so lucky it was that partic¬ 
ular midwife was there when we 
were leaving to give us the 
details. 

“Had we not had it, I don’t 
know where we would be, or how 
we would have gotten through 
those first traumatic few days and 
weeks.” 

The event is not just for 
golfers. Non golfers are welcome 
at the evening dinner. 

Entries for the event can be 
made via www. Cardiff - 
sands.co.uk/Golf.htm, and at 
prices of only £45 per attendee 
for the whole event, or £25 for 
the evening only, it also provides 
fantastic value for money (other 
payment options, including group 
bookings are available on the 
website). 

Contact Gwyn by emailing 
golf® Cardiff-sands, co. uk. 


Doc’s putting on his 
dancing shoes for 
breast cancer centre 


The 

Ty Hafan 
lottery 
draw 


SUMIT GOYAL, 
Cardiff and Vale 
University Health 
Board’s lead clini¬ 
cian for breast 
services, is taking 
part in a ‘Strictly 
Top Dancer’ event 
to raise funds for 
the breast centre at 



ABOVE: 
Sumit Goyal and 
dance partner Sam. 


University Hospital 
Llandough (UHL). 

It sees eight compa¬ 
nies competing in the 
Latin dance competi¬ 
tion for the coveted 
Glitterball at the gala 
evening, presented by 
Julien Macdonald OBE, 
and raising money for 
the Breast Centre along 
the way. 

Mr Goyal said: “I 
have endured three 
months of intensive 
training from my pro¬ 
fessional dancer Sam, 
where we are learning 
two Latin American 
dances and will be per¬ 
forming them live on 
the night. 

“I have learnt the cha 
cha and rumba and if I 
am lucky enough to get 
through to the finals, 
there will be a 
Bollywood-themed 
show dance. 

“It has been an 
amazing experience and 
Sam has been a patient 
teacher. We had a dress 


SOUTH WALES’ 
LEADING INDUSTRIAL 
DOOR MANUFACTURERS 


actiondoors 

GARAGE DOOR 
SPECIALISTS 

www.actiondoors.com 


01656 659274 
01446 439214 

10% OFF with 
production or 
mention of this 
GEM advert 



rehearsal last week and 
I was amazed at the 
effort everybody has 
put into this event, both 
the dancers and the 
organisers. 

“So for one night 
only I am hanging up 
my scalpel and theatre 
blues to take to the 
dance floor with Sam, 
to compete for the 
Glitterball.” 


Money for 
disaster 
relief 



VIC *KINS 

butchers at High 


Street, Barry, raised 
£370 from the sale of 
5p carrier bags, and 
this was donated to 
the Philippines. 

“Now, let’s see how 
much we can raise for the 
flood victims of 
Somerset,” said Mr 
Anthony Hopkins. 


winners 

THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
D813: 

• £2,000: 465169. 

• £10: 231216, 

181369, 409320, 

663830, 477996, 930953, 
937149, 653432, 

647180, 331277, 605249, 
312344, 140454, 881559, 
534189, 883198, 371331, 
578020, 540611, 144602. 

• £5: 107164, 669812, 

174970, 202923, 433176, 
338794, 837799, 803686, 
396776, 240091, 767373, 
143409, 558270, 268482, 
132946, 602496, 590558, 
246955, 776506, 647725, 
565419, 153762, 168084, 
710620, 322190, 515682, 
432969, 393918, 379178, 
816320, 641269, 222154, 
246643, 416132, 347159, 
357269, 921750, 158233, 
286237, 707843, 510353, 
766126, 130877, 229730, 
217412, 703550, 494699, 
574222, 769271, 

971444, 562360, 452249, 
443230, 438957, 700044, 
315304, 232333, 570844, 
391174, 458. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or omissions con¬ 
tained in the above. 

For lottery information 
please telephone 029 
2053 2300. 


Safety call at 
Barry junction 


A BARRY council¬ 
lor has come out in 
support of resi¬ 
dents’ calls for safe¬ 
ty improvements at 
the junction of 
Gladstone Road 
and Everard Street. 

Independent council¬ 
lor Richard Bertin, who 
represents the Court 
ward, is asking Vale 
Council to put double 
yellow lines on the cor¬ 
ner of this junction to 


prevent further accidents 
at this site. 

Coun Bertin said: 
“There have been many 
accidents at this junction 
lately - and near misses 
- as drivers are 
obscured by blind park¬ 
ing on the comers, mak¬ 
ing the junction a seri¬ 
ous hazard.” 

He now plans to visit 
residents in Everard 
Street with a petition 
calling for action. 


Beekeepers are hoping 
for the arrival of spring 


LATEST NEWS FROM THE FONMON APIARY 


NOT a lot is happening at 
present, as the unsettled 
weather is giving the bees 
and us beekeepers a hard 
time. 

When dry spells occur, the 
bees are out flying around the 
apiary but no further. These 
exits from the hive are cleansing 
flights. 

So, what is a cleansing flight? 

Well the bees are consuming 
food from the stores in the hive 
and, of course, bodily wastes 
build up. When conditions 
allow, the bees will pop out to 
relieve themselves. 

Spring is trying to put in an 
appearance. I can see some 
daisies in the orchard and even 
some snowdrops in other places. 
Pussy willow is out and there are 
daffodils out in my own garden, 
but unless the weather improves, 
and more blooms appear, the 
bees will not be able to avail 
themselves of pollen or nectar. 

With the days lengthening, the 
queens will be laying, I can see 
evidence of this when checking 
the mite drop trays that I have in 
various colonies. Dead mites are 
visible and when I examine the 
tray debris more closely under 
the large magnifier there are very 


pale mites observed. 

These are mites that did not 
reach maturity when a new bee 
was ready to emerge from its 
sealed cell. Mature mites are 
dark brown in colour. 

How do I know these pale 
mi tes are immature? The answer 
is provided by the life cycle of 
the Varroa mite. Let us follow 
this from its initiation. 

Step 1, the queen bee will lay 
an egg into a prepared cell and 
the welfare of this egg is taken 
care of by bees within the hive 
(adult winter bees). In three 
days, the egg will hatch out into 
a very tiny grub and these same 
bees will feed and cosset this 
grub for a period of five days or 
so. This passage of time, plus 
the feeding, will see the grub 
much enlarged and starting to fill 
the whole of the cell. At this 
juncture feeding will cease. 

Step 2 will be the sealing of 
the cell with a wax capping. The 
enclosed grub will go through a 
period of metamorphosis, even¬ 
tually emerging as a new bee 
ready to take its place within the 
colony. 

However, the Varroa mite 
senses that the developed grub is 
about to be sealed in its cell so in 
it goes to be sealed in as well. 


The mite carries out its own 
breeding cycle while it is 
enclosed with the developing 
grub. It draws sustenance from 
the body fluids of its host (the 
grub) and while doing so it pass¬ 
es on viruses that lead to sick 
and unhealthy bees emerging. 

Often, the developed bee 
chews through the wax capping 
and emerges into the hive, but a 
number of the mites are always 
under-developed at this time, 
hence the pale (not brown) bod¬ 
ies I observe in the tray debris. 

When and if spring does 
arrive, the queen bee will step up 
the egg laying process. This pro¬ 
vides the mites with the opportu¬ 
nity to expand their numbers and 
I will find more immature dead 
mites along with mature ones. 

There is more to the story of 
the close relationship between 
mite and bee, but I hope you get 
a rough idea of how things go. 

As with last year, many 
colonies have come through win¬ 
ter but without a decent spell of 
spring weather, we may well 
have a repeat of last year’s loss¬ 
es. 

Fingers and legs are crossed. 

HAROLD 

WILLIAMS 
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The Expo team 
Make Life Easier 


W 


E have 
created 
three 


shows all in one 
place and on one 
day; The Social 
Health Care Expo, 
The Lifestyle & 
Mobility Expo and 
The Autism Expo. 

With only one objec¬ 
tive in mind: to get you 
and other stakeholders in 
the sector connected, to 
find solutions to the 
problems you share 
every day, by introduc¬ 
ing you to a whole host 
of carefully selected sup¬ 
pliers and industry 
experts. 

See the latest innova¬ 
tive products and servic¬ 


es available and receive 
advice and support from 
industry experts and 
benefit from exclusive 
Expo deals. 

Our market-leading 
exhibitions put you at 
the centre of your indus¬ 
try and community. 

They bring you the latest 
solutions from the most 
important innovators and 
educators. 

Discover the expertise 
of a large number of 
professionals gathered in 
one place for an 
unequalled event. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, contact the Expo 
Team on 01446 678041, 
or email enquiries@the 
socialhealthcareexpo. co. 
uk. 


THE 


Cardiff City Stadium 
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Offering loving 
care in splendid 
surroundings... 


C OLLEGE 
FIELDS 
Nursing 

Home in Barry, is 
an impressive 
building with an 
elegant Edwardian 
facade, that has 
much in common 
with fine country 
houses. 

The building, listed 


by the Secretary of State 
for Wales, as one of spe¬ 
cial historical and archi¬ 
tectural interest, enjoys 
magnificent views over 
the Bristol Channel and 
Somerset coast. 

Residents at College 
Fields Nursing Home 
enjoy their home com¬ 
forts in a warm, spa¬ 
cious, delightful envi¬ 
ronment, with lots of 
companionship. 



Where Caring Comes First ... 
Providing comfort, security and companionship 

• 24 Hour qualified nursing care 

• Wide range of specialist care available 

• Recreational facilities and activities 
including trips out of the home 

• High standard of nutritional 

and well balanced meals ....a home from home 

College Fields Close, Barry. CF62 8LE 
Telephone: (01446) 747778 


The benefits of 
owning a cat... 

H AVE you ever considered an older 
cat, instead of a kitten, as a com¬ 
panion? 

Medical research has indicated stroking a cat can 
relieve stress and lower blood pressure. 

We have a number of cats looking for loving 
homes, aged from six months to eight years old. 

Even a cat of eight years would have approximate¬ 
ly another 10 years of life,, which might suit a much 
older person, and can give loving companionship. 

All our cats have been neutered and microchipped. 
Some are a little nervous, as they are used to older 
people who might have had to give them up to go 
into homes themselves, leaving their companion 
behind. 

These would adapt to a quiet, loving home envi¬ 
ronment. 

Currently, we have an abundance of cats who are 
desperately in need of a new family, or people to care 
for them. 

For an appointment or further information, please 
telephone Maesteg Animal Welfare Society on 01656 
721496 or 01656 769855. Please leave a message on 
our answerphone if we are unavailable. 

At the current time, we are unable to accommodate 
any more cats - we are desperately in need of homes! 

We are now able to accept text donations. Text 
mawsll to 70070. 


MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 
Kittens, young 
and older cats - 

All needing a new family! 

All cats have been 
neutered & microchipped 

Charity No. 1020630 
All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and small items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome and now you can text 

maws 11 to 70070 

Tel: 01656 721496 or 01656 769855 

www.maesteganimalrescue.co.uk 

Thanking everyone for their continued support 



Legal services 
help you plan 


H AVE you considered planning for 
your future? Are you looking for 
peace of mind? 

Gaskell and Walker Solicitors can help you achieve 
both these objectives with our wide range of legal 
services, tailored for clients to enjoy their later life. 

We specialise in ‘Lasting Powers of Attorney’ for 
financial matters and personal welfare, and we have a 
specialist mental health department, so we are able to 
advise patients, both in the community and in hospital, 
about their legal rights. 

If you have concerns about the validity of your 
will, or questions about your property title deeds that 
you need answered, we can complete a review for you 
and put your mind at rest. 

Enjoying your retirement is simpler than you think 
- contact us today on 01446 772212 (Cowbridge) or 
01656 653122 (Bridgend). 


G&W 


An established, traditional firm 
with a personal, sympathetic 
approach. 

Wills, estate administration 
and probate support services.' 

Home visits available. 


rmpainenc 

ices. 1 


Bridgend 

12 Park Street, Bridgend, CF31 4HZ 

01656 653122 
Cowbridge 

4A Westgate, Cowbridge, CF71 7AR 

01446 772212 


Serving 
the community 
for over 
100 years. 


www.gaskellandwalker.com 


Hypnosis could 
help you quit 


N ational no 

Smoking Day is 
March 12, 2014. 

If you smoke, how 
would life be if you did¬ 
n’t? 

Would you have more 
energy; feel healthier - 
be able to put the money 
to better use? Not smell 
of stale tobacco? 

Smokers often say that 
the ‘sensible’ part knows 
it is harmful to our 
health, but there’s a part 
of us which urges us on 
to light up. 

Often we smoke when 
we are stressed, anxious, 
depressed, bored, or just 
out of habit - and we 
manage to block that part 
of us screaming facts on 
how we are harming our 


bodies. Smokers regular¬ 
ly blame a part of them 
which sabotages their 
efforts to quit. 

How would it feel to 
be able to quit smoking 
for ever? 

If you make this deci¬ 
sion to quit, I can work 
with you to give you the 
tools to ensure it is for 
ever. I offer one session 
of two hours’ duration, 
including hypnosis, at a 
cost of £110. 

Don’t put it off- call 
Sue Pitman at Cardiff 
Hypnotherapy today to 
aim for a healthier 
future. Sessions available 
at Barefoot Studio, 
Llandow; The Business 
Centre, Barry and 
Wellfield Osteopathic 
Clinic, Cardiff. 




2 HOUR STOP SMOKING 
SESSION NOW ONLY £110 

Contact Sue Pitman hpd, dhp, mnch (Reg) 

on 07795 964066 / 029 20654893 

www.cardiffhypnotherapysolutions.com 


^ . facebook.com/ 
glamorgangem 

Wiltshire Farm 
Foods offers 
quality meals 

W ILTSHIRE Farm Foods is a lead¬ 
ing provider of meals for the eld¬ 
erly. 

All our meals are produced in our kitchens in 
Trowbridge, where our taster panels, professional 
chefs and resident dietician work to produce meals 
that are not only tasty, but also healthy and nutritious. 

We employ our own butchers and all our meals 
undergo rigorous testing by an external laboratory to 
make sure that they are safe for consumption. 

Our range of more than 250 meals includes dishes 
that are suitable for diabetics and those with allergies 
or intolerances. We also offer a full range of texture- 
modified meals for those who have difficulty in 
chewing and / or swallowing. 

Deliveries are free and there is no minimum order 
and no contract to sign. Simply order what you want, 
when you want and our friendly regular driver will 
bring your meals around and even pack them in the 
freezer for you. 

Importantly, all staff are cleared by the DBS to 
work with vulnerable adults in their homes. 

The best part is that the meals are easy to cook 
(they go straight from the freezer into the microwave 
or oven) which means that you can, with a little help 
from us, take care of your mealtimes. 

The local franchise, which operates from premises 
in Cardiff Bay, is owned and run by Peter, Julie and 
Craig McLaren-Kennedy 




T 



of aiuard-ujinning service 


To order your Introductory Menu Pock 
(code C03M ; or request a FREE brochure 

Call us on 

029 2034 2008 

uiiltsKirefarmfoods.com 


price, arid o*fer valid to i-etnuary and liaumlatole tc ail neuu 
Customer* Smpfoquote00)14 whenouletptgandretapnleaflett 09 ivetoyouf driuet 
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Footcare for All - 
Friendly, Professional Podiatrists 


V/ vai< 


it 


Angela Battrick Sarah Battrick 

Dip.Pod.M,M.Ch.S. BSc (Hons) Pod.M M.Ch.S 

Our treatments include: 

• Nail Cutting 

• Corn and Callous Removal 
•Verruca Treatment 

• Nail Surgery 

• Diabetic Footcare 

• Bio-mechanical Assessment 

• Orthotics 



Ml 


A Range of Footcare Products Available 

Call: 01446 790199 
Newport House, Commercial Street 
Llantwit Major CF61 6RB 
Call: 01446 771058 
23 High Street, Cowbridge. CF71 7AE 
Email: hello@valepodiatry.co.uk 
www.valepodiatry.co.uk 


All Pets deliver 
to your door 



All your pet foods & accesories 
DELIVERED to your door! 


,o 


FREE delivery to Cowbridge 
& surrounding areas. 
Deliveries across the Vale! 

Order by telephone 

07730 364302 
/ 01446 776826 

Call into 1 The Limes, Cowbridge 
High Street, CF71 7BJ or email: 
allpetsmobile@hotmail.com 


Get a better deal with us! 


We can help 
you put best 
foot forward! 


S TEP into 2014 
with comfort¬ 
able feet that 
show they are 
cared for. Vale 
Podiatry and 
Chiropody will be 
pleased to help you 
solve all your foot 
problems. 

Whatever the prob¬ 
lem, Angela and Sarah 
Battrick are fully quali¬ 
fied and registered podi¬ 
atrists and will be able 
to help. 

We treat all ages and 
are particularly sensitive 
to the nervous or embar¬ 


rassed patient. 

We combine many 
years’ experience in pri¬ 
vate and NHS clinics 
with up-to-date proce¬ 
dures and training. 

We look forward to 
meeting you at either of 
our Cowbridge or 
Llantwit Major clinics; 
we also offer home 
appointments to those 
people who are unable 
to attend due to illness 
or disability. 

In addition, we have 
an evening clinic in 
Llantwit Major for those 
who are working during 
the day. 


A LL PETS Mobile Shop offers all 
brands of pet foods and acces¬ 
sories at affordable prices, and 
best of all, they will deliver to your home, 
work, or a place that suits you. 

Deliveries are made in and around the Vale of 
Glamorgan, and you can now take advantage of 
FREE delivery to Cowbridge and surrounding 
areas. 

All Pets cater for cats, dogs, small animals, fish 
and birds. Super-premium brands of cat and dog 
food available include Burns, James Wellbeloved, 
Royal Canin, Proplan and Arden Grange. 

Customers can visit the new shop at 1, The 
Limes, Cowbridge, to browse stock, seek advice 
and to place orders, or alternatively call or email. 
All Pets take special requests and can source almost 
any pet product on your behalf. 

Orders are now being taken for luxury, hand¬ 
made wooden products that include hutches, cat 
houses, dog kennels and bird tables. 

For any further information, contact Sally on 
07730 364302. 


Comprehensive 
service through 
probate process 

T HE death of a family member is 
difficult, and it can be made worse 
when sorting out the financial 
affairs of the deceased. 

Bridgend solicitors Anthony & Jarvie offer a 
comprehensive service guiding executors and 
administrators through the probate process to 
ensure that they comply with their legal responsi¬ 
bilities. 

We can assist with the administration of all types 
of estates, including those which raise complex 
inheritance tax issues. 

We are also happy to handle smaller estates for 
the benefit of individuals and charities. 

For further information, or to make an appoint¬ 
ment, contact David Morrish at dmorrish@antho 
nyandjarvie.co.uk, or telephone 01656 652737. 


Jarvie 

Solicitors 

Est 1945 


Anthony & 

of Bridgend 

For an efficient, friendly 
service, including 
Advice on all legal matters 
Residential & Commercial 
Conveyancing 
Company & Commercial 
Employment 
Wills & Probate 
Family/Children 

Tel 01656 652737 | 

E-Mail: law@ 
anthonyandjarvie 
.co.uk 

6 Court Road, 
Bridgend CF31 1BW 


thony 

& 

Vjarvie 

I Solicitors 


A FISH & CHIPS • PIES • PASTIES • CURRY ^ 

HARVEY'S 

Established I960 

Traditional Fish & Chip Bar 

OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY 
I 1.30-1.45PM; 5PM-I0PM 

Fish 7T Chips our Speciality 

OAP’s SPECIAL 

Fish ’n’ Chips £3.10 

Large parties catered for 
2 VALE STREET (Off Pork Crescent), BARRY 
Food Hygiene Rating 5 

Tel. 01446 735539 


Welcome to Newbold Solicitors 


O UR legal surgery (held at our Barry 
office) has been a great success with 
many landlords finding themselves sur¬ 
prised at how little they actually know about 
housing law. 

Many have left the surgery with the knowledge of 
how to manage their properties correctly. However, 
one theme mns through the legal surgery: “I have 
never heard of Newbold Solicitors; I did not know you 
were here”. 

So we would like to take the opportunity of intro¬ 
ducing our firm to you. Newbold Solicitors firm was 
begun in 1999 by Glynis Newbold. The firm was based 
in Cwmbran and is very well respected in the 
Cwmbran/Newport area. 

In 2012, Newbold Solicitors was purchased by 
Brendons Solicitors, merging the firms but keeping the 
Newbold name. 

We have four offices covering the south Wales area. 
We are one of the busiest law firms in Wales for con¬ 
veyancing and are often ranked in the top 10 spot. 

We are a firm that covers most areas of law, with a 
number of very experienced solicitors. 


D 


neuubold 


Free, Out of Hours 
No Obligation 
Legal Surgery. 

UmAdd SdKfea* at Id u?w»rw 

SO mrrJtrn horn of 

to ha^p oiuw any toga* rrnnn pcu ny 
Hdm a pnpMfm ad+xm on tau yov 

pr.***J 44T* 

}fm arma m of lau «« con prow+cto g—rtiar« 




****** 17 00- 18:30 
106 frort Stmt, tkrv CMC TAJ 
01446 700 695 

www.neuiboWsoJlcltOfS.cofn 



I !*• irv 4 Mcfcdiry* 

www.ability.co.uk 


• One Stop Shop 

• Sticks to Scooters 

• Reachers to 
Rise’Recliners 

• Wheelchair Hire 

• Batteries & 
Servicing 


Contact Peter & Penny for friendly advice 


282 Holton Road 
Barry 

(01446) 733310 


236a Cowbridge Road 
Canton, Cardiff 

(029) 20667272 




A partner and housing 
department supervisor, 

Catherine Hartland, was run¬ 
ner-up for the award of ‘Best 
Woman in Law 2013’ and was 
a finalist in ‘Best Business 
Woman 2012’. Catherine has 
been invited to work with the 
University of Wales, and many 
local estate agents, landlords and housing providers. 

Catherine says: “The reason Newbolds has been a 
success is down to having the right team. At 
Newbolds, we strive to be the best at what we do, we 
provide a unique service and aim to provide excellent 
client care. 

“At Newbolds, we believe that regardless of the 
problems you are facing, we can provide practical, 
straightforward advice tailored to the needs of our 
clients.” 

Our Neath office recently hosted an evening event 
for local estate agents in the new Paprika Indian restau¬ 
rant, to celebrate the recent opening of our new office. 
We are pleased to say the evening was a great success 
and were even joined by Osprey and Wales mgby stars 
Richard Hibbard and Dan Biggar (see pictures above), 
who are friends of Tony Lewis of our Neath office. 


We help elderly to 
stay independent 

M AKING life easier!’ That is 
something we can all identify 
with - and for those who are 
elderly, or struggling with disability, it is 
particularly relevant. 

If you are caring for an elderly parent, relative, 
friend or neighbour, it can be heartbreaking to see 
them lose their independence. 

There are many items available to help people 
manage every day tasks independently as they get 
older, and these can be the first step towards mak¬ 
ing life easier. 

If you would like to pop into our Ability Living 
and Mobility shop in Barry, you will find a friendly 
face to discuss your needs, or the needs of those 
you care for. 

If we don’t have the right gadget in stock, we 
may well find something in our suppliers’ cata¬ 
logues that we can order for you. We look forward 
to seeing you! 


Hearing 

Tests 

i» it m#' sr» » 


Scott Wroe Hearing 
Centre provides: 

•The highest levels of service and 
aftercare 

• Independent Advice 

• 30 day trials on all hearing aids 
•The World’s finest hearing aids 
including Widex, Phonak and Oticon 

• Repairs and accessories to all makes 
and models 

• Home visits available 

For more information, or to 
arrange an appointment, please call 

02920 707760 



Or call into: 

Scott Wroe 
Hearing Centre 

I Station Approach, 
Penarth, CF64 3EE 

www.scottwroe-hearingcentre.co.uk 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


MAKING LIFE EASIER... 



Have you made your will yet? 


HOW ‘IT’ HELPS COMBAT LONELINESS 


THE Older People’s 
Commissioner for Wales’ 
team saw first-hand this 
week how IT is being used 
to improve wellbeing and 
reduce loneliness and iso¬ 
lation among older people. 

Sarah Rochira’s team visit¬ 
ed the Springbank Care Home 
on College Road in Barry, 
where volunteers from the 
Getting on With IT project 
visit twice a week to help resi¬ 
dents to get online. 

The project aims to help 
people who live in care homes 
and sheltered accommodation 
stay in touch with family and 
friends by email and Skype, 
expand their social network 
and surf the World Wide Web. 

Sarah said: “For many older 
people, access to ongoing 


opportunities to develop and 
learn new skills is an essential 
element of maintaining their 
health, independence and well¬ 
being. 

“Getting on With IT is a 
wonderful project run by the 
Vale Centre for voluntary 
services, which also helps to 
reduce loneliness by providing 
opportunities for older people 
to socialise. 

“It opens up a new world to 
many older people, who are 
now able to increase contact 
with friends and family that 
they don’t get to see very 
often and use the internet to 
improve their knowledge of a 
wide range of subjects.” 

Volunteers visit Springbank 
Care Home 
every Monday 


and Wednesday and link a lap¬ 
top to a widescreen television, 
demonstrating what can be 
achieved using the internet. 

When the Commissioner’s 
team visited, 10 residents were 
using the internet to watch 
videos of Michael Buble and 
Charlie Chaplin, as well as 
searching for answers to a 
quiz they had recently taken 
part in. 

Residents have also used 
Skype to speak to family and 
friends around the UK and in 
Canada. 

The visit formed part of the 
Commissioner’s Engagement 
Roadshow, which met with 
over 5,400 people at 180 
events across Wales in 2013. 


E VERY adult in the UK should con¬ 
sider making a Will, and here are 
some of the reasons why: 

• Without a Will, the state directs who inher¬ 
its your estate, so the people you wish to benefit 
may get nothing. 

• Without a Will, if you are married, you 
may think that your estate will pass to your 
spouse in any event, but this is not necessarily 
the case. 

• If you are not married to your partner, the 
law does not automatically recognise partners as 
having the same rights as husbands, wives and 
civil partners, and your partner may get nothing. 

• If you have children, there may be uncer¬ 
tainty about who will look after or provide for 
them, should you die. 

• Certain people could make a claim on your 
estate if you have no Will, because they may 
depend upon you financially. 

• Inheritance tax issues may arise if not 
addressed in your Will. 

Wills should be kept up to date and renewed 
upon any change of circumstances; for example, 
marriage, divorce, separation, death of a loved 
one, or upon having a child. 

Excluding certain beneficiaries in your Will 
may also cause potential difficulties as they may 
have the right to make a claim against your 
estate. Special care is needed if you exclude per¬ 
sons who might expect to benefit under your 
Will. 

Ensure that you have a Will in place and that it 
is up to date to avoid any undesired conse¬ 
quences and complications. 

Carli Evans is a solicitor with Messrs 


Passmores Solicitors and a member of Solicitors 
for the Elderly, a specialist panel of solicitors 
dealing with elderly client matters and the 
Society of Trust and Estate Practitioners. 

■ time 
you 
made 

Specialists in all aspects of 
Probate work and Wills 

Please telephone today for an appointment 

01446 721000 

Home visits are available by request 

www.passmores.com 

21 Tynewydd Road, Barry, CF62 8HB 
mail @ passmores.com 


Osteoporosis screening 

SCANS to identify the risk of osteoporosis 
will be available on Friday, February 21 at 
Barry Town Council Offices from 9am to 
12.30pm, and at Bridgend Civic Centre 
from 1.30pm to 5.30pm. 

Scans for risk of fracture in postmenopausal 
women are not always available on the NHS but you 
can now have a non-invasive scan for £22 (reduced 
from £26). 

For further information, call Healthcare 
Screening on 0845 224 6784. 


K9 Leaders f 

Dog Training I 
and Behavioural 
Services 

Aggression • Destructive behaviour 
Separation anxiety • Lead pulling • Excessive barking 
Also offering: • Puppy/Obedience training 
... and any other guidance 

Nathan Beaver 
nathan@k9leaders.com 
07837 394348 - 01446 772070 
WWW.k9leaders.com 



Maendy YFC scoops three trophies in a busy week! 


A BUSY week for 
Maendy Young 
Farmers Club has 
rounded off three 
months of hard 
work and prepara¬ 
tion for the annual 
Glamorgan 
Federation of 
Young Farmers 
Clubs’ stage com¬ 
petition. 

A well supported 
dress rehearsal on 
February 4 at Barry 
Memorial Hall kick- 
started a weekend full of 
singing, dancing and 
comic scenes. 

Thanks go to Fiona 
Martin and Glamorgan 
Hunt for warming up 
the crowd with a quiz. 
‘Return to Paradise’ fol¬ 
lows Grandpa Sid who 
reminisces about the 
good old days of the 
fairground to his grand¬ 
son Tommy, while they 
stare through the gates 
of Paradise Park, an 
abandoned fairground. 

Unknown to them, 
the fairground is opened 
at midnight by a troop 
of freaks. 

The next stop was the 
Grand Pavilion in 
Porthcawl, which saw 
the seven YFC clubs in 
Glamorgan go head-to- 
head for the opportunity 
to represent the county 
at the Wales finals in 
Llandudno next month. 

Neath opened the 
two-night event fol¬ 
lowed by performances 
from Gelligaer, Maendy 
and Bridgend. 

On the second 
evening, members and 
supporters returned to 
the Pavilion for more 



Electoral register 
is being updated 


HOUSEHOLDERS 
in the Yale are cur¬ 
rently being visited 
by house-to-house 
canvassers, who are 
updating the elec¬ 
toral register. 

Working on behalf of 
the Vale Council, they 
are visiting all properties 
that have not returned an 
electoral registration 
form. 

• All canvassers will 
carry an authorisation 
letter to confirm they are 
employed by the council, 
so please ensure you ask 
to see this. 

They will only ask for 


the names of people over 
the age of 16, who are 
permanently resident at 
properties who have not 
returned the registration 
form. 

If residents are 16 or 
17 years-of-age, they 
may be asked for their 
date of birth. 

They will NOT be 
asked for further person¬ 
al information. 

The canvass will finish 
on Sunday, February 23. 
If you have concerns 
about a canvasser, please 
call the council’s contact 
centre on 01446 700111. 


entertainment from 
Llantrisant, Wick and 
Gower. 

Following this, judge 
Chris Jaeger gave his 
final adjudication and 
presentation of awards. 

Maendy’s efforts 
were rewarded in the 
form of three trophies - 
Emily Farr winning best 
actress; the award for 
best director/producer 
and, most importantly, 
the winning shield for 
the best overall perform¬ 
ance. 

The club extend 
thanks to all cast mem¬ 
bers, backstage helpers 
and parents - it really 
was a team effort! 

However, our journey 
does not stop here! 

On March 15, the 
cast and entourage will 
take the show on the 
road, travelling to 
Llandudno to challenge 
our counterparts from 
across Wales, hoping to 
do Glamorgan proud - 
and to add to Maendy’s 
previous successes at 
this level in the drama 
competition. 

Venue Cymru, 
Llandudno will host this 
year’s Wales competi¬ 
tion on March 15-16. 

This is a fantastic 
opportunity for team 
building, raising the 
profile of Glamorgan 
Young Farmers and 
showcasing the talents 
that young people and 
the YFC organisation 
has to offer. For more 
information about 
Maendy YFC please 
visit www.maendy- 
yfc.com. 

Hannah 

Lewis 


Fairground freaks Sophie Thomas, Emma 
Popham and Louisa Knowles. 
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www.knights.uk.com 




KNIGHTS 4 
LETTINGS 1 



LANDLORDS 


A 


6 Months Rental Guaranteed Insurance 

With any new residential property rented through Knights 

IF YOU WANT YOUR RENT GUARANTEED 
WHY GO ANYWHERE ELSE? 

Your professional local Lettings Agent 

Call us now on 01446 701333 


83 High Street, Barry CF62 7DX • www.knights.uk.com 
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Marie Curie Cancer Care provides high quality nursing, totally free, to give 
terminally ill people the choice of dying at home, supported by theirfamilies 

The GEM is making a donation to Marie Curie Cancer Care as a result of this advertisement feature 


G&w i?; 

An established, traditional firm with 
a personal, sympathetic approach. 

A local firm for all 
your legal services. 

Bridgend Cowbridge 

12 Park Street, Bridgend 4A Westgate, Cowbridge 
CF31 4HZ T: 01656 653122 CF71 7AR T: 01446 772212 

Serving the community for over 100 years. 


www.gaskellandwalker.com 



Lyndsay Ellis @ The Vale Funeral Service 


We are pleased to support the 

Marie Curie Daffodil Appeal 
www.thevalefuneralservice.co.uk 


01446 407962 

181 Court Road, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan Q63 1EX 


Adey ' 

Fitzgerald 
Walker 




Chartered Certified 
Accountants and 
Tax Consultants 

Professional advice 
and a friendly service 

* Free initial consultation 

* New business start-ups 

* Self assessment tax 
returns/tax advice 

* Business accounts for sole 
traders/partnerships and 
companies 

* Company formations/audits 

* VAT and payroll services 

Competitive rates 

The Pavilion, Eastgate, 

Cowbridge, Vale of Glamorgan 

Tel: (01446) 772299 

also at Barry (01446) 739953 


Councillor 
Margaret Wilkinson 

As Mayor of the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council, it gives me great 
pleasure to support 

Marie Curie Cancer Care 
Daffodil Campaign 



Y Cynghorvdd 
Margaret Wilkinson 

Fel Maer Cyngor Bro Morgannwg 
mae'n bleser mawr gennyf gefnogi 

Ymgyrch Cennin Pedr Gofal 
Canser Marie Curie 


ALL WE NEED IS A COUPLE OF HOURS OF YOUR TIME’ 

Charity needs local volunteers 
to help the Daffodil Appeal 


M ARIE CURIE Cancer Care is appeal¬ 
ing for people in the Vale of Glamorgan 
to donate an hour of their time this 
February and March to collect for the charity’s 
annual Great Daffodil Appeal. 

The appeal is Marie Curie’s biggest fundraiser, 
which encourages everyone to give a donation and 
wear a daffodil pin in February and March. 

The charity needs volunteer collectors to encourage 
people in the local community to wear a that daffodil 
pin and make that donation. 

The money raised will help Marie Curie Nurses pro¬ 
vide more free care to local people with ter min al ill¬ 
nesses in their own homes and in the local Marie Curie 
Hospice. 

Helen Mulhem, community fundraiser for Marie 
Curie Cancer Care, explained: “We need hundreds of 
people from all over south Wales to help with our col¬ 
lections this February and March. 

“Donating just one or two hours of your time to the 
appeal will allow Marie Curie nurses provide more free 
care to terminally ill people and their families at the 
time when they most need support.” 

Marie Curie mns nine hopices nationwide and is a 
leader in research into the best ways of caring for peo¬ 
ple with terminal illness. 

In addition to this, the charity designs and advises on 
end of life services and works to ensure that the best 
possible care and patient choice is at the heart of com¬ 
missioning end of life care across the United Kingdom. 

All Marie Curie services are completely free of 
charge. Around 70 per cent of the charity’s income 
comes from donations with the balance of funds com¬ 
ing from the NHS. 

To volunteer to collect for Marie Curie Cancer Care 
and support the Great Daffodil Appeal call the 
fundraising office on 02920 426068 or visit the website 
at: www.mariecurie.org.uk/dqffodil; like Marie Curie 
at: www.facebook. com/mariecurieuk. 



Can YOU help out Marie Curie? 


I AM appealing to your readers to vol¬ 
unteer for Marie Curie Cancer Care’s 
Great Daffodil Appeal, and help people 
with terminal illnesses in Cardiff and the 
Vale of Glamorgan get the care they need. 

We’re looking for people who can donate an hour 
or two of their time to collect for Marie Curie by sim¬ 
ply giving out daffodil pins in return for donations. 
We have a street collection in Barry Town Centre 
from Saturday February 22 to Saturday March 1, and 
we need as many volunteers as possible to help. We 
also have lots of other collections in Cardiff and the 
Vale of Glamorgan if you are unable to collect at 


Barry Town Centre. 

Marie Curie Nurses provide free care to people 
with ter min al illnesses at the Marie Curie Hospice, 
Cardiff and the Vale. To ensure we can continue to 
provide this vital care we need people to help make 
this year’s Great Daffodil Appeal a great success. 

If you’re able to donate a few hours to help some¬ 
one in their final hours then please contact me on 
02920 426068 or email 
Georgina.Burke @ mariecurie. org. uk. 

Thank you for your support. 

GEORGINA BURKE, 

(Community Fundraise, Marie Curie Hospice, 
Cardiff and the Vale). 


A.G. Adams & Son 

Funeral Directors 


Proudly supporting 

MARIE CURIE 
CANCER CARE 


Gladstone Road, Barry 
Tel: 01446 735128 
www. my loca I fu nera Id i rector, co.uk 



Sam Smith Travel 

BUSINESS • GROUPS • LEISURE • SPORTS 

Strachan Travel 


* 


Pleased to support the Marie Curie 
Daffodil Appeal and to assist with 
any of your travel requirements. 
55 High Street, COWBRIDGE 
Telephone: 01446 774018 
Fax: 01446 773695 
art* sam@samsmithtravel.com 
G8930 www.samsmithtravel.com 


uw 



Thomas Bros 

Indepedent 
Funeral Directors 

►Lady in Attendance 
►Professional care assured 

COWBRIDGE 

Tel 01446 775681 


Family-run business established 1906 


www.funfoundationsdaynursery.co.uk 

FUN 

FOUNDATIONS 
DAY NURSERY 

'Are pleased to support 
The Marie Curie Appeal 

Vale Forge, North Road, 
Cowbridge CF71 7DF 
Tel. 01446 771117 



Foundojt> ons 


Hlanttmt jftlajor 
tEoton Council 


Cyngor Tref y Llanilltud Fawr 

Cllr. Keith Geary, Town Mayor, 
Town Councillors and staff of 

Llantwit Major Town Council 

are pleased to support 

Marie Curie’s Daffodil Appeal 


CREFFT 

Check out our website 
www. crefftkitchens. co. uk 


We are pleased to support the 

MARIE CURIE DAFFODIL APPEAL 


THE WATERFRONT, 
11-12 SUBWAY RD, 
BARRY 

KITCHENS & BEDROOMS TEL: 01446 736421 


BARRY TOWN COUNCIL 
CYNGOR TREF Y BARRI 

Councillor 

CLAIRE 
CURTIS 

and members of 
the Town Council 

wish the ‘Daffodil 
Campaign every success 



Marie Curie Cancer 
Care Devoted to Life 

I enclose a donation payable to 

Marie Curie Cancer Care of: 

£25 £15 £10 

Other £. 

To make a credit card donation 

please call 029 20426068 

I am interested in doing some vol¬ 
untary work such as in a shop 
or fundraising. 

Name. 

Address. 

.Postcode. 

Telephone. 

Please return this form to: 

Georgina Burke, Marie Curie Hospice, 
Bridgeman Road, Penarth, CF64 3YR 
























































































Thursday, February 13th, 2014 


www.facebook.com/slaniorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


THE GEM - 21 


Out and About with The G1 



What’s On 

IN BRIEF 


Welsh Hearts 

free training 
WELSH Hearts are 
holding a FREE train¬ 
ing session for two 
hours on Monday, 
February 17 at The 
King’s Cup pub, The 
Square, St Athan from 
7pm - 9pm. 

To book a place con¬ 
tact 02920 786521 or 
email 

fundraising @welsh- 
hearts.org. 

Local PACT 
meetings 

CASTLELAND PACT, 
The Civic Offices, 
Holton Road, Barry, 
February 17 at 7pm. 

LLANDOUGH 
PACT, The Royal 
British Legion, Penlan 
Road, Llandough, 
February 17 at 7pm. 

Coffee and chat meet¬ 
ing, The Blue Anchor, 
East Aberthaw near 
Rhoose on February 25, 
11am. 

Coffee and chat meet¬ 
ing, The Red Lion, 
Bonvilston on February 
25, at 11am. 

Women’s arts 
exhibition 

THE Women’s Arts 
Association is celebrat¬ 
ing International 
Women’s Day on 
March 8 at Art Central 
gallery in Barry, with 
an exhibition of art 
works and a beginner’s 
writing workshop. 

On Saturday, 


February 15, Bristol- 
based writer Meg 
Kingston will be pre¬ 
senting a ‘read, write, 
edit’ workshop at the 
gallery from 1.30pm. 
Tickets cost £4 which 
includes a drink and 
cake. 

The Women’s Arts 
exhibition will be at Art 
Central, Town Hall, 

King Square, Barry 
CF63 4RW from 
February 17 - March 
22, from 10am - 4pm. 

For more information 
about the ‘read, write, 
edit’ workshop, Women’s 
Arts Association exhibi¬ 
tion, or Art Central 
Gallery, contact 01446 
422428. Or visit 
www. valeofglamo rgan. g 
ov.uk - Enjoy Arts and 
Culture. 

NHS breast 
screening 

THE Breast Test Wales 
mobile screening unit 
will be at the Memorial 
Hall, Barry, from 
March 3 to the end of 
May. 

Women who are aged 
over 70 will not auto¬ 
matically be invited for 
breast screening, but can 
request an appointment 
by telephoning Breast 
Test Wales on 029 2039 
7222. 

For more informa¬ 
tion, contact your GP 
practice or telephone 
Breast Test Wales on 
029 2039 7222. 


"Heritage museum 
needs our support’ 

1 WRITE in support of the Glamorgan 
Wartime Heritage Museum based in 
Barry, at the Barry Island Railway 
Station venue. 

The museum is asking to use the existing tourist 
information centre on the island - and this would 
be an ideal site, if it is available. 

But it is not the only building in Barry standing 
empty. A few yards away from the museum is the 
old pumping station; restored at public expense, 
this building has been standing empty since the 
work was completed. 

This year marks the centenary of the Great War 
and during the coming months the Heritage 
Museum will no doubt play a large part in com¬ 
memorative events. Ade Pitman and her team of 
volunteers have created a badly-needed museum 
here in Barry. It falls to the council, and all of us, 
to give them all the support we can. 

David Lloyd, Barry. 


McConaughey shines 
in Dallas Buyers Club 


T here was a 
troubling 
spell, around 
2009, where the 
promise of Matthew 
McConaughey's 
acting career was 
on the precipice of 
disappearing. 

Phoning in his laconic 
charm to serve weak 
romantic ‘comedies’ like 
Ghosts Of Girlfriends 
Past and Failure To 
Launch , and perfunctory 
action fare like Fools 
Gold and Sahara, 
McConaughey seemed 
destined to forever be 
filed under failing to live 
up to his talents. 

But then he hit a hot 
streak, starting with 
201 l’s The Lincoln 
Lawyer , which has 
shown little signs of 
stopping. He has been 
Oscar nominated for his 
latest performance in 
Dallas Buyers Club. 

Based on a true story, 
McConaughey plays 
Ron Woodruff, a man 
who is diagnosed with 
AIDS. Stunned at the 
battle, and costs, of med¬ 
ication, Woodruff takes 
the medication into his 
own hands, travelling 
over the border to 
Mexico, in order to help 
himself, and other suf¬ 
ferers - but Woodruffs 
plans are constantly 
under the gaze of those 
who aren’t keen on his 
'Robin Hood' mentality... 

While Oscar season 
often sees true-life sto¬ 
ries come to the fore, the 
tale of Ron Woodruff is 


certainly one that 
deserves to be told, 
especially seeing as a 
man whose later life was 
a battle on behalf of 
those unfortunate to be 
diagnosed with a life- 
threatening illness, came 
from such a low-key 
background. 

There is more than a 
hint of Robin Hood 
about the character of 
Woodruff - and indeed, 
screenwriters Melisa 
Wallack and Craig 
Borten amp up the narra¬ 
tive drive of this being a 
man battling against ‘the 
man’, or larger elements 
that are unable or 
unwilling to do what 
should be the right 
thing;. 

But more than that, 
Dallas Buyers Club is a 
film about a man whose 
life change comes as a 
knock-on effect of his 
brush with mortality 
whose desire to do good 
comes from, at its core, 
the urge to help himself. 

While Woodruff is 
deservedly celebrated for 
what he achieved, the 
film rarely depicts its 
protagonist as the hero, 
instead focusing on the 
humanity of his charac¬ 
ter and how he develops 
into someone attempting 
to battle the system. 

With his desperately 
slim frame (having lost a 
large amount of weight 
for the role) Matthew 
McConaughey may be 
ticking the Oscar check¬ 
list; but this is a per¬ 
formance that is gritty, 
real and wonderfully 
engaging. There’s no 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreen Talk 


Ten top tenors 
in charity gala 


THE Ten Welsh 
Tenors are back for 
a special gala chari¬ 
ty concert. 

Wynne Evans, Rhys 
Meirion, Aled Hall, Alun 
Rhys Jenkins, Richard 
Allen, Joshua Owen 
Mills, Sam Furness, 
Elgan Llyr Thomas, 

Trystan Llyr Griffiths 
and Huw Llywelyn, will 



Supported by The GEM newspaper 


be joining forces at St 
David’s Hall, Cardiff on 
Sunday, February 16 at 
7pm. 

“When all ten join 
together to sing Nessun 
Dorma, the hairs on the 
back of your neck are 
guaranteed to stand up 
there’s nothing quite like 
it”, said Sharon Owen, 
chief executive of Welsh 
Hearts charity set up to 
fund the widespread pro¬ 
vision of defibrillators 
across Wales. 

Joining the ten Welsh 
tenors are sopranos 
Naomi Harvey, Nuccia 
Focile, Claire Hampton 
and Fiona Harrison. 
Keeping them company 
on stage are the award 
winning choir ‘Cor 
CF1 ’ and accompanists 
Caradog Williams and 
Jeff Howard. 

Tickets from £10, 
available on 02920 
878444. All proceeds 
will go towards Welsh 
Hearts ‘Dai Fib ’ appeal 
-fundingfor defibrilla¬ 
tors throughout Wales. 


award-chasing here from 
the actor, whose fine run 
of form just keeps com¬ 
ing. 

His natural charisma 
comes to the fore, but as 
Woodruff battles the per¬ 
ceptions of the disease 
he’s been diagnosed with 
(face masks and people 
being afraid of his spit 
just two examples); and 
he starts to realise the 
severity of the hand he’s 
been dealt with, the sur¬ 
face bluster blows away 
and McConaughey’s per¬ 
formance captures the 
fragility of the situation 
achingly well. 

While the rest of the 
cast all deliver good per¬ 
formances, Jared Leto is 
easily the pick of the 
bunch as transsexual 
Rayon, a character who 
falls into Woodruff’s life 
but whose plight and sit¬ 
uation make him the per¬ 
fect foil as they form an 
odd couple alliance. 

Leto is a very under¬ 
rated actor, but deserves 
the plaudits he’s been 
receiving here, for the 
performance is one of 
strength and courage in 
saddening circumstance 
that refuses to paint the 
character as a victim. 
Instead, Leto is as vivid 


and full of life as can be, 
his mortality something 
that lingers subtly in the 
background. 

Jean-Marc Vallee’s 
direction is beautifully 
low-key, focusing on the 
gritty trailer trash 
Woodruff and company 
emanate from, the loca¬ 
tion becoming a charac¬ 
ter in itself as the 
parched visuals marry 
perfectly with the sub¬ 
ject material. 

He infuses the materi¬ 
al with moments of won¬ 
der and quiet emotion, 
rather than plug too 
deeply into melodrama, 
Vallee concentrating on 
life rather than death, 
lending the film a won¬ 
derful degree of warmth 
amidst the physical and 
legal battles. 

With a sense of gal¬ 
lows humour, and the 
focus on the indefatiga¬ 
ble human spirit, there is 
much to like and admire 
about Dallas Buyers 
Club. Its sentiment isn’t 
cheap, its warmth is 
hard-earne - but it 
makes you feel, and 
delivers plenty of sub¬ 
stance in telling a most 
beguiling, and uplifting 
story. 

VERDICT -A won¬ 
derfully engaging film, 
Dallas Buyers Club 
houses yet another 
superb turn by Matthew 
McConaughey and a sur¬ 
prisingly robust, yet ten¬ 
der, support role from 
Jared Leto. Yet beneath 
the performances is a 
story deftly told, full of 
emotion and fire, but 
without offering easy 
platitudes, wonderfully 
directed by Jean-Marc 
Vallee; a superb piece of 
filmmaking. 

Highly recommended. 

SEE THIS IF YOU 
LIKED: Erin Brockovich 
(2000), Milk (2008) 


The Billy Fury 
phenomenon 


ONE of the best¬ 
selling recording 
artists of the 1960s, 
Billy Fury enjoyed 
a string of hit sin¬ 
gles totalling a 
remarkable 332 
weeks in the British 
charts. 

Health problems 
since childhood led to 
the singer’s untimely 
death on January 28, 
1983, but it is reassur¬ 
ing to know that his 
name and music is not 
forgotten. The Billy 
Fury Years is quite 
simply ‘The Ultimate 
Billy Fury show to 
ever hit the stage’. 

Hailed as “the best 
Fury since Fury”, 
Michael King and his 
talented group of 
musicians take a jour¬ 
ney through the musi¬ 
cal career of Britain’s 
best loved rock ‘n roll 
legend. 

The two- hour show 
is filled with Billy 
Fury’s greatest hits, 
delivered live in true 
Fury style. 

Billy Fury was born 
Ronald William 
Wycherley, in 
Liverpool on April 17, 
1940. He was an inter¬ 
nationally successful 
British pop singer 
from the late 1950s to 


the early 1960s, and 
remained an active 
songwriter until the 
1980s. Rheumatic 
fever, which damaged 
his heart, contributed 
to his death in 1983. 

In the 1960s, Fury 
had more Decca hits 
than any other artist, 
including the Rolling 
Stones. He equalled 
The Beatles’ record of 
24 hits and spent a 
total of 332 weeks on 
the UK charts. 
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Valeways walks 

ON Tuesday, February 18 at 1.30pm, ‘Lakes and 
countryside’, starting at Cosmeston Country Park 
visitor centre. 

Also on February 18 at 2pm, the coffee shop 
strollers meet at Cosmeston Country Park visitor 
centre. 

On Wednesday, February 19 at 10.30am, the 
coffee shop strollers meet at Romilly Cafe, Cold 
Knap, Barry. 

On Thursday, February 20 at 10.30am, the cof¬ 
fee shop strollers meet at Rhoose railway station 
car park. 

On Sunday, February 23, lOyb, ‘Siambr Gladdu 
Tinkinswood’yn Red Lion maes parcio, St 
Nicholas. 
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BRUNCH 

Our GEM Facebook winner for February 6 is: 1 

ALL DAY 

MONDAYS l2-8pm 

NEW MENU 

THURSDAY 

Quiz night every fortnight 

Valentine’s Dinner 
Friday 14th February 
BOOK NOW! 

Take away menu available 

Michelle G Richards 

who correctly answered last week's question in 1 
The GEM. The answer was: 

Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit 

Our lucky winning reader, chosen at random 
wins a £25 prize voucher to spend with any 
advertiser in last week's GEM. 

Our lucky winner has chosen to spend their 
prize with... 

THE THREE HORSESHOES, MOULTON. 

The competition runs every week throughout 

2014 with a potential prize fund of £1,150. 
REMEMBER TO LIKE US AND 

SHARE ON FACEBOOK: 

facebook.com/ glamorgangem 

BONVILSTON 01446 781208 

^ (A48 - between Cardiff & Cowbridge) 
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TIPS on how we 
can protect our 
plants from the 
worst of the weather 
- plus, find out what 
else needs doing in 
the garden this 
week. 

by HANNAH 
STEPHENSON 
WHILE the inces¬ 
sant rain may have left 
gardeners’ water butts 
overflowing, it has also 
inevitably claimed its 
share of casualties. 

Waterlogged plants, 
nutrients leached from 
the soil and pest and 
disease problems can all 
result from consistently 
wet conditions, and 
those gardeners with 
poor drainage systems 
are likely to be the 
hardest hit. 


Helping your plants survive record mipfall 


When soil is water¬ 
logged, plants literally 
drown. Water fills all 
the air spaces between 
the soil particles and 
this prevents oxygen 
from reaching the roots. 

In turn, this causes 
the soil to stagnate and 
prevents root growth. 

If plants look a bit 
sickly after a week or 
two of solid rain, the 
minerals may have been 
washed away. Restore 
the vigour of plants by 
giving them a dose of 
liquid seaweed fertiliser. 

“It’s absolutely vital 
that one doesn’t walk 
on the soil when it’s this 
wet because you com¬ 
pact it and destroy its 
structure. 

“Don’t dig it or dis¬ 


ASHDOWN 

FENCING & LANDSCAPING LTD 


Domestic • Agricultural • Industrial 
We are a long established, professional 
company, serving The Vale of Glamorgan 

For a free estimate & expert advice, contact 
01446 773949 or 07714 241749 g . 
rich@ashdown-group.co.uk 
www.ashdownfencing.co.uk 

Unit 10B, Vale Business Park, Llandow CF71 7PF 


turb it but leave it to its 
own devices until the 
tide goes out,” says Guy 
Barter, head of RHS 
advisory service. 

Plants likely to be 
worst affected include 
those from dry climates 
such as lavender and 
rosemary, while lawns 
can also suffer as a 
result of excessively 
wet weather, he notes. 

Don’t mow the lawn 
in wet weather or even 
walk on it, as the pres¬ 
sure can cause structural 
damage, especially to 
those grown from seed 
in spring. Most estab¬ 
lished lawns can cope 
with excessive rainfall. 

Mr Barter advises 
gardeners to shelter pots 
of lavender and other 
container plants by a 
wall, or even put water¬ 
logged pots on their 
side for a few days to 
allow them to drain a 
little. You may need to 
repot them in the 
spring, as the compost 
may be spent. 

However, the wet 
weather isn’t all doom 
and gloom for garden¬ 
ers. 

“Paradoxically, lawns 
will be growing in these 
temperatures,” points 
out Guy Barter. 


“In the vegetable gar¬ 
den, vegetables will still 
be growing, so leeks 
will thrive and cabbages 
will still be swelling 
slowly through this 
weather. By April, many 
things will have come 
good.” 

Bulbs shouldn't be 
affected by the continu¬ 
ous rainfall either, he 
says. 

“They are really good 
at surviving this sort of 
thing. Snowdrops and 
daffodils in particular 
are excellent at adapt¬ 
ing. Bulbs are generally 
very tolerant of wet 
soil. 

“We might even get a 
better show of bulbs 
because in conditions 
like this they will be 
photosynthesising in the 
increased light as the 
year progresses.” 

Herbaceous perenni¬ 
als renew a large part of 
their root system annu¬ 
ally, so they can recover 
from soggy conditions. 

Perennials also have 
shallow root systems so 
they can flourish in situ¬ 
ations with a high water 
table. 

Most, including those 
such as hardy gerani¬ 
ums and autumn-flow- 
ering asters, that do not 


normally live in wet 
environments can cope 
well with wet condi¬ 
tions. 

Plants with big, lush 
green leaves thrive in 
really wet weather. 
Rodgersias, rheum 
(ornamental rhubarb) 
and hostas are well- 
known moisture lovers. 
Conversely, avoid any¬ 
thing with small, leath¬ 
ery or grey leaves. 

Alpines, particularly 
the succulent ones or 
those with hairy leaves 
such as sedums and 
some sempervivums 
(houseleeks), are vul¬ 
nerable to wet weather, 
so if you haven’t yet 
covered them with 
cloches, do so before 
it’s too late. 

Don’t plant bare-root 
shrubs such as roses 
until the soil has dried 
out a little, Barter advis¬ 
es. 

“Gardeners will have 
rose bushes and trees 
and fruit bushes and turf 
ready to go out and they 
must keep that protect¬ 
ed, because it will be a 
rush trying to get every¬ 
thing planted when the 
soil finally dries up in 
February, March or 
even April. Gardeners 
need to keep their new 


plants in good condition 
ready for the happy day 
when they can put them 
out,” he says. 

Anyone who has 
bought a bare-root plant 
should make sure the 
roots don’t dry out in 
the meantime, he urges. 

“Take it out of the 
packaging and pot it up 
or wrap it in wet news¬ 
paper or straw, put a 
plastic bag over the 
roots and leave it in a 
shed ready to go out in 
its final position later 
on.” 

While fruit trees love 
the moisture, the rela¬ 
tively warm weather 
may lead to earlier blos¬ 
som, not a good thing in 
our climate, because of 
the late frosts we so 
often suffer. 

Gardeners who want 
to avoid too many casu¬ 
alties in future years 
may consider building 
raised beds, improving 
soil drainage and plant¬ 
ing species which are 
happy in wet weather. 

It may be worth 
thinking about creating 
a bog garden too, which 
has the added bonus of 
attracting wildlife - 
plant irises, carex, gun- 
nera, primulas, hostas, 
rheum and rodgersia. 


Of course, pests 
come into their own in 
wet weather and the 
number one culprit is 
the snail. 

“A wet, mild winter 
is slug heaven,” says 
Barter, “so they will be 
in pole position to start 
breeding come April. 

At the moment it’s 
too cold for them, but 
you often find bulb 
flowers being damaged 
by slugs and snails. 

“I find putting down 
an old cabbage leaf 
(held down by a stone) 
next to plants which are 
being attacked works 
well as a trap. Slug pel¬ 
lets don’t normally 


work at this time of 
year because the slugs 
aren’t moving enough 
to find them.” 

Some diseases such 
as leaf spots persist on 
plants which are in leaf 
during wet weather. If 
you find outbreaks, 
prune out infected mate¬ 
rial. 

Lastly, as the rain 
will have washed many 
of the nutrients out of 
the soil, give it a pick- 
me-up with a fertiliser 
rich in potassium, such 
as sulphate of potash or 
rose fertiliser, and your 
plants should come 
through the torrent of 
rain with few problems. 


Fjfe-oven cleaning 

* Treat yourself to a 
Sparkling clean oven 


" 

call 02920 291770 
www.ecoovencleaning.co.uk 
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Conservatories, Orangeries 
& Sun Rooms 




FREEPHONE 0500 21 22 

www.securahome.co.uk 

Showcentres at Securahome PVCu Ltd, Garngoch Ind 
Est, Gorseinon, Swansea SA4 9WN 
Ewenny Garden Centre, Ewenny Road, Bridgend, CF35 5AD 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


BESPOKE DESIGN 
TO SUIT ALL TASTES 

As well as Windows 
& Doors in PVCu and 
Engineered timber 


We can design and install 
any type of conservatory, 
extension, door or window 
to suit every taste, style 
and space, utilising only 
the best materials possible. 


5.9% APR or 2 years free credit 
FREE Planning Service 
FREE A-Rated equivalent glass upgrade 
No telesales or comission only salesmen 
FREE quotation and 3D imaging service 
10 year insurance warranty 


Serving South “Wales for 20 yearsl 

Creating the perfect orangery. 

It’s all in the design... 


t comes to adding flexible living space to 
your home, there can be little doubt that an orangery 
truly offers the wow factor. 

Today’s orangeries come in a multitude of options. 
From the sleek ‘grand design’ of modern aluminium, to 
hassle-free PVC-U or the timeless looks of timber, there 
is something to suit every home. 

However, aesthetics aren’t the only consideration. To 
build a room that you will love all year round, 
technical design is crucial. 

At Securahome, our experts take the time to discover 
exactly how you will use your orangery, before creating a 
3D design to help bring your vision to life. 

To cut your carbon footprint and ensure that your 
new orangery is as comfortable at Christmas as it is at 
Easter, demands the highest possible thermal efficiency. 

At Securahome we use only the latest ultra-efficient 
glass in our orangeries; then we build in insulated floors, 
ceilings and walls to make the room as thermally 
efficient as possible with today’s building technology. 
When it comes to the roof, we can build slate or tiled 
roofs, add in a lantern or skylights, or create a full glass 
roof for a spectacular view of the stars. To make sure 
that view stays uninterrupted, we can even add in 
self-cleaning glass. 

From the initial design, through to planning to the 
building, electrics, plumbing and finishing, 
Securahomeproject manages every aspect to ensure the 
process is as relaxing and comfortable as the orangery itself. 
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USE TREES TO 
COMBAT FLOODS’ 

says the Woodland 
Trust (Coed Cadw) 


A ngharad 

EVANS of 
the 

Woodland Trust 
(Coed Cadw) last 
week handed over a 
petition bearing 
2,700 names, calling 
on the Assembly 
and the Welsh 
Government to sup¬ 
port the planting of 
10 million trees 
across Wales, in 
places where they 
will do most to 
reduce flood risk. 

The names were col¬ 
lected online and at 
various shows and 
events last year. To 
coincide with this, the 
Trust is also publishing 
a major report, 
‘Holding back the 
waters’, showing the 
huge potential for the 
Welsh Government and 
its new environmental 


body Natural 
Resources Wales, to use 
woodlands and trees as 
an effective, and cost 
effective, means of 
reducing flood risk to 
some of the 357,000 
properties in Wales, a 
sixth of the building 
stock, that are current¬ 
ly at risk from flooding 
- alongside more tradi¬ 
tional hard engineering 
flood defences where 
appropriate. 

Jerry Langford, 


Wales director of the 
Woodland Trust said: 
“I’m delighted to 
announce that we in 
the Woodland Trust 
are ready to put our 
money where our 
mouth is and provide 
£20,000 towards the 
cost of a scheme, or 
schemes, in Wales, 
which can help demon¬ 
strate the effectiveness 
of using trees to reduce 
flood risk and improve 
water quality.” 


MEET BART, DAI, 
HONEY AND DUSTY! 

T O celebrate national nest box week 

(February 14-21) rangers will be holding 
a bird box-making session at the Forest 
Lodge, Porthkerry Country Park, on February 
15, and at Cosmeston on February 16. 

Sessions at both venues will be run between 
11am and 2pm. Owls4U will also be on site to 
display and talk about their rescued owls Bart, Dai, 
Honey and Dusty. There is no charge for the owl 
display; however, Owls4U would be grateful for 
any donations on the day. 

It will cost £4 to make your own box and you 
can also buy pre-constructed boxes for £5 each. 


GIVE YOUR HOME A NEW 
LOOK BY DECLUTTERING! 


W hy wait until 
spring for a 
clear-out? 

Decluttering with some 
clever storage solutions 
could bring calm and 
harmony into your home, 
says GABRIELLE 
FAGAN. 

It’s not unusual at this time of 
year to feel as though your pos¬ 
sessions are winning the space 
war and you’re being squeezed 
out. 

But of all the aspirational (if 
unrealistic) goals we set our¬ 
selves, decluttering and getting 
your house organised is, 
arguably, the most achievable. 

Nothing acts more like a 
tonic for the hungover soul than 
a jolly good tidy,” says Barbara 
Genda, founder and principal 
designer at Barbara Genda 
Bespoke Furniture. 

“Research suggests that clut¬ 
ter and mess causes us untold 
stress. Stuffed cupboards, 
dishevelled drawers, haphazard¬ 
ly strewn and displaced posses¬ 
sions without a designated ‘liv¬ 
ing’ space all culminates into a 
loud, unrelenting visual ‘noise’ 
that can make us feel boxed-in, 
overwhelmed and even anx¬ 
ious.” 

Luckily, there are a multitude 


of solutions for organising mess 
- particularly if you're a natural 
hoarder - from stackable boxes 
to sophisticated storage sys¬ 
tems. 

“Pack all of that mess away 
and immediately you’ll discern 
the positive effects. 

“You’ll have a calmer envi¬ 
ronment in which you can relax, 
be productive and at the very 
least, think straight,” she says. 

Things you can do 

Under-stairs sort-out 

“Under the stairs is the defin¬ 
itive dumping ground for assort¬ 
ed, unused odds and ends,” says 
Genda. 

“Often, you can’t seem to 
open the door without a golf bag 
spilling heavy clubs onto your 
feet, or a sea of shoes tumbling 
out.” 

Top tip: As a short-term 
solution, put hooks inside the 
cupboard door for hanging up 
bags and get transparent boxes 
for larger items, so they stay 
dust free and you can view con¬ 
tents without having to rum¬ 
mage. 

Free-up living space 

“Decluttering isn’t about 
throwing everything away,” 
says Simon Glanville, manag¬ 
ing director of storage special¬ 
ists, Store. 

“It’s about losing what’s use¬ 


less and ugly in order to have 
space for things that are useful 
and beautiful. But it’s easy to 
feel overwhelmed and keep put¬ 
ting off that clear-up,” he adds. 

“Start with one single drawer 
or shelf at a time. Set a timer for 
20 minutes and stop when the 
alarm goes off. 

“Always tidy up first thing in 
the morning, so once the chore 
is done, you’re free to enjoy the 
rest of your day.” 

Top tip: Always de-clutter 
before buying new storage, oth¬ 
erwise you won’t know the right 
solution for your needs. 

Explore under-used spaces, 
like landings, and consider 
boarding a loft so you can store 
seasonal items. 

Book lovers 

“Books can look beautiful 
when displayed properly so 
avoid stacking them two deep, 
or leaving them in piles every¬ 
where,” says Marianne 
Shillingford, creative director 
and head of the design service at 
Dulux. 

“You can work on the princi¬ 
ple that if you haven’t looked at 
individual titles in a couple of 
years, you’re probably unlikely 
to read them again, and some 
could be consigned to a charity 
shop. 

“Store books so you can find 


them easily - alphabetically, by 
genre or those you’ve recently 
read. Look for different ways to 
display them; shelves over and 
around doorways look particu¬ 
larly effective.” 

Top tip: Paint an old book¬ 
case, or look on eBay, Freecycle 
or local charity shops for second 
hand ones and do a make over. 
Fashionable, low mid-century 
sideboards work well too. 

Uncork a solution 

Those who take their wine 
seriously realise the need to 
store bottles correctly, while 
even if you have half a dozen 
bottles kept aside they can take 
up room. 

A recent survey by self stor¬ 
age service, LoveSpace, found 
around 20 per cent of Britons 
have wine storage on their wish- 
list, and nearly 18 per cent want 
a mini-bar. 

“Streamlining your interior to 
make the best use of your space 
will work wonders on a room,” 
says Claire Hornby, creative 
stylist at Barker & Stonehouse. 

“A crate, or a bespoke wine 
cupboard if you have room, will 
avoid breakages and allow you 
to manage a growing collection 
which can gather dust and look 
unattractive if it’s just standing 
on a shelf or cupboard surface.” 


NEW Year, NEW kitchen 
doors and worktops! 
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Order your ocw 
doors and 
worktops and have 
a new oven, hob 
and extractor for 

£ 99 . 00 “ 


KUt M MtUK 

A tvmly run 
butimm with 
o *wr 10 yvnn 
of expertise 


Dear Door Doctor 

‘You and your 

colleagues were 

extremely helpful and 

polite throughout and 

nothing seemed to be 

too much trouble, it was 

, obvious that you took 

pride in your work. 

Jeff and Julie Joyce 


ASK ABOUT quartzize 

The quarts overlay whkh goes over your 
existing worktops - less fuss, less chaos 



Less mess, Less 
time, Less cost 

Using your existing cabinets, 
we will replace your doors and 
worktops rejuvenating 
your kitchen. 

Saving you 
money, mess 
and mayhem! 


01446 688018 / 01656 360027 5 

CONTACT 

www.door-doctor.co.uk 

CONSULTATION LINES OPEN MON SAT BAM 8PM, SUN 10AM 4PM 

Offer Extended 
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Nuance & cookware centre 

Premium quality brands at the lowest possible prices 

3ATynewydd Road, King Square, Barry also our shop warehouse at 252 Holton Road, Barry, CF63 4PS. 

(Situated between the multistorey car park and the Bassett). Over 5,000 sq ft Warehouse with a comprehensive display of appliances. 

Fa<. . 


Factory refurbished and brand new appliances in stock! 


Freestanding 
& Built In 

Ovens & Hobs "T; 

Dishwashers 
Washing Machines ; 
Fridge Freezers 1J 

Range Cookers - 
Gas, Electric, Dual 
Fuel, plus lots more... 



NEW WASHING 
MACHINES 

from £179.99 



INTERNET 

PRICE 

MATCHING 


we price match with the 

internet and superstores wherever 
possible! Please call for a quote... 



SPECIAL OFFERS 


ZANUSSI 

LARDER 

FRIDGE 

ZRG16600WA 




U 


• 55cm wide 

Our price 

£139.99 

inc. local delivery. 
Lowest UK price? 

• Well known 
superstore £229.99 

• our normal instore 
price £179.99 


Brand New 50cm Freestanding 

GAS COOKER 
Our price 

£169.99 

UK’s cheapest gas cooker? 

• £229.99 in well-known 
superstore 

• our normal instore 
price £199.99 



BOSCH 


II Hotpo«ol 


Selection of RANGE 
COOKERS in stock 


•irsmeg 

jelling ;) (i)inDesu 

plus many other top name brands... 


Up to 5 years Manufacturers Warranty 


REFURBISHED 

APPLIANCES 




from only 

£99 

Fully Guaranteed 


BUILT IN 

ovens & hobs 



Special offer 
during February! 

All in stock SINKS & TAPS 
now on offer , , 
BELOW 1 

INTERNET 
PRICES. 

Approx 
100 taps 
and 300 sinks. 

Only while stocks last. 


FRIDGE 

FREEZERS 

from only 

£179.99 


Experienced sales staff 

to advise you! 


Same/Next day delivery service 

Payment Plan Available. Pay weekly with No INTEREST CHARGED! 

Open Monday to Saturday 9am- 5.30pm 

Visit us at www.1stchoicetrade.co.uk 


*UK’s lowest prices found through internet searches. 
All prices correct at time of searches. 


01446 730884 



Appliances used for illustration purposes only 
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COMPANIES SET HIGH STANDARDS 
IN LOCAL BUILDING EXCELLENCE 






ABOVE: Vale Mayor, Margaret Wilkinson, and Jan Irving 
of The GEM (on right) with Mr and Mrs Smith, 
winners of the best extension category. 


LEFT: Coun Margaret Wilkinson with 
representatives of the winning team from 
Newydd Housing Association and Tony 
King Architects. 


$ 

L 

ABOVE: Representatives of Neil Smith 
and Co, who were commended. 


ABOVE: Steve 
James of SJ 
Builders, winner of 
the best craftsman¬ 
ship award, with 
Charles Hunter. 


LEFT: Rob Thomas 
(left) and the Mayor 
with representatives 
of Green Hill 
Construction, win¬ 
ners of the best 
social housing 
development. 


ABOVE: Phil 
Webley of WW 
Building was com¬ 
mended, and his 
award was collected 
from the Vale 
Mayor, Coun 
Margaret Wilkinson, 
by Charles Hunter, 
principal building 
control office, and 
Jan Irving of The 
Glamorgan GEM. 

THE eleventh Vale of Glamorgan 
Council Building Control Group 
‘Building Excellence’ awards were 
presented at the Mount Sorrel Hotel, 
Barry, on January 31. 

The evening was attended by Coun Lis Burnett, 
cabinet member for regeneration, innovation and 
planning and transportation, Coun Fred Johnson, 
chairman of the planning committee and the Mayor 
of the Vale, Coun Margaret Wilkinson. 

Also present were Rob Thomas, the director of 
development services for the council, and the 
Building Control team, together with the sponsors 
of the event, Mount Sorrel Hotel, Jan Irving of the 
Glamorgan GEM, Nina and Rob of Nina Estate 
Agents, Paul and Helen Thomas of ACD Recycling 
and Skip Hire, and GreenBuild Consult. 

The evening was hosted by Marcus Goldsworthy, 
the operational nanager for development and build¬ 
ing control at the Vale Council. 

Mr Goldsworthy remarked: “The nominations in 
every category were of the very highest quality and 
I congratulate all the winners, who will now have 
the chance to compete against the winners from 
other councils in south Wales in the ‘South Wales 
Building Excellence’ awards 2014 at the Vale of 
Glamorgan Hotel and Spa Resort, Hensol, on April 
25, hosted by Owen Money. 

“I am also hopeful that some of these schemes 
will go forward to the ‘Building Excellence’ award 
national finals, in London in November, especially 
as we were lucky enough to have a national winner 
in 2013. 

“The awards have shown the quality of work 
undertaken throughout the Vale, and we are proud to 
be rewarding and encouraging quality in the con¬ 
struction industry. 

Our thanks must also go out to the sponsors, who 
have enabled the event to be firmly placed in the 
annual diary.” 

The evening also raised a massive £500 on the 
night for MacMillan Cancer Group. 

Highly Commended and the award winners who 
will go forward to the South Wales event are: - 
Extension/alteration to a dwelling 
Steve Smith for the extension and renovations at 
7 Smithies Avenue, Sully 
Best Conversion 

W. J. James & Sons, for the bam conversion to 
holiday lets, at Sutton Farm 

Best Housing over eight dwellings 
Taylor Wimpey Developments South Wales for 
the development at Pencoedtre, Barry. 

Best Craftsmanship 
SJ Builders for various sites 
Best Social Housing Development 
Green Hill Constmction for the development at 
Merthyr Street, Barry 

Best Partnership Scheme 
Newydd Housing Association with Tony King 
Architects 

The Vale Council said it wished all of the above 
schemes good luck in progressing to the National 
Awards Finals. 


ABOVE: Taylor Wimpey were winners of 
the best housing over eight dwellings sec¬ 
tion. Site manger Bridget Penman is pic¬ 
tured with Nina Chivers of Nina Estate 
Agents. 

LEFT: Westgate Building Services were 
commended and a representative is 
pictured with Coun Fred Johnson and 
Nina Chivers. 

RIGHT: WJ James were the winners of 
the best conversion category. Pictured (left 
to right) are Coun Lis Burnett, architect 
Richard Crockett, and Mr Cooper of 
WJ James, and Mr Thomas. 


ABOVE: Maria 
Webber accepted the 
award for Wayne 
Moore Construction 
and architect Christian 
Le Guilcher who were 
both commended. 


ABOVE: Ray Baker Architects were com¬ 
mended, and their representative is pic¬ 
tured with Coun Lis Burnett and Mr 
Thomas of ACD Recycling and Skip Hire. 


ABOVE: Gareth Davies of Greenbuild 
Consult (left) with John Webb of JCW 
Developments - commended in the awards 
- and Charles Hunter (right). 




LEFT (left to right): Gareth Davies; a rep¬ 
resentative of Gibbon Brothers (commend¬ 
ed); Richard Crockett (architect). 
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Penarth Computer Club 

- more hints and tips 


I PREVIOUSLY noted that the third 
golden rule of using computers is ‘keep 
learning’; our talk showed 10 useful 
things new users could benefit from 
learning (and long-standing users revis¬ 
ing). There are many more tips, of 
course, and we will look at more as we 
go. 

So far, we have aimed at enabling users to get 
things done. Once the basics are mastered and we 
can actually do something useful, the novelty 
wears off a little and we notice the little niggles of 
repeated tasks and interruptions and delays. 
Something can be done about that. 

For example, breaking off from your work need 
not be a big bother. 

For short or sudden breaks, I offered the tip that 
holding down the Windows key and pressing L 
(Win+L) will instantly show only a log-on window 
that requires a password. 

Your work is not exposed. When you re-start, 
entering your password will return you to the place 
where you left off and all ready to continue. 

For longer interruptions, you can get the same 
service. Instead of closing any files or applica¬ 
tions, simply select the Hibernate option instead of 
Shut Down. Once the computer has hibernated it 
can be switched off completely and still keep 
everything ready to resume once it is switched on 
and the password entered. All the applications and 
documents that were open when it hibernated will 
be reopened exactly as they were previously and 
you can resume precisely where you left off. 


When you get used to the construction of a doc¬ 
ument or a spreadsheet, it is worth applying some 
formatting for emphasis. This could be putting a 
paragraph in a different font, or colour or italics, or 
emboldened or underlined or a different size - or 
any combination of them. You might want to 
apply special formats or borders to a table or to 
cells in a spreadsheet. The process might take a bit 
of time to get the effect required and might involve 
several settings applied to the same text or object. 

But what if you decide you would like to repeat 
the exercise in several places? The last thing you 
fancy doing is repeating all the work you did to set 
up the special appearance. You don’t have to work 
so hard. 

Simply click on any piece of the already-format¬ 
ted text; click on the Format Painter button on the 
standard toolbar (it shows a paintbrush) and then 
highlight the text you want to ‘paint’. 

That text instantly takes on all the attributes of 
the original selection. The Format Painter is auto¬ 
matically cancelled. 

If you want to repeat the process several times, 
double-click on Format Painter and it will paint 
each selection. Clicking Format Painter again can¬ 
cels it. 

Format Painter is a wonderful labour-saving but¬ 
ton especially with Autoshapes, but they deserve 
their own treatment. 

Our next meeting is on Tuesday, February 25 at 
All Saints Lesser Hall, Victoria Square, Penarth, at 
7.30pm for 8pm. Let’s look at the stars with Mike 
J. Visitors always welcome. See p enarthcomputer 
club.co.uk. 

Howard Desmond 


NEW EXHIBITS ARRIVE AT 
BARRY TOURIST RAILWAY 


THIS month, there have been new 
arrivals at Barry Tourist Railway - and 
one popular exhibit has returned home. 

The unique steam railcar was taken back to its 
home at Chumet Valley Railway in Staffordshire, 
having been at Barry since last August. 


Many visitors enjoyed rides along the lines at 
Barry and especially with Father Christmas last year 
Last Friday (February 7) two additions to the col¬ 
lection of motive power arrived. 

A former yellow maintenance unit from the 
Severn Tunnel, and a diesel unit from the Canton 
depot in Cardiff both arrived by road. 



ABOVE: A maintenance unit has arrived from the Severn Tunnel. 



ABOVE: The steam railcar, which has now returned to Staffordshire. 


Tragic legend behind 
the feast of St Valentine 


FEBRUARY is the 
second month of 
the year on the 
Julian and 
Gregorian calen¬ 
dars, and it 
acquired its name 
from the Latin 
word februa - 
purification, super¬ 
ficially making it a 
Roman month. 

Along with January, 
February was not on the 
original datebook, but 
was added to the calen¬ 
dar by Numa Pompilius 
around 713BC. 

In Welsh, the month 
of February is known as 
Y Mis Bach, which 
means little month as it 
is the only one to have 
28 days. Chewfor is the 
equivalent in Welsh for 
this dreary time of year, 
as it is the shortest 
month except for leap 
year - which extends it 
to 29 every four years. 

Around 400 years 
ago, February was 
called Feverell, and 100 
years later it changed to 
Februeer. February, as 
we spell it today, only 
came into existence 
around 100 years ago. 

Sol-monarth was an 
Old English term for 
February which means 
mud month, as the 
weather is gloomy at 
this time of year. It is 
meteorologically the 
third and final month of 
the winter season. 

Sol-monarth (cake 
month) was an ancient 
event where cakes were 
offered to the gods. It 
was also known as 
sprout and kale 
monarth, as planted cab¬ 
bage and kale would 
begin to sprout. 

The birthstone of 
February is the 
amethyst, its flowers the 
violet and co mm on 
primrose and zodiac 
signs Aquarius (until 
18th) and Pisces. 

The Christian festival 
of Candlemas (festival 
of lights) is celebrated 
on the second day of the 
month. This was 
because during ancient 
times, the Christmas 
festival lasted for 40 
days - until the second 
day in February. 

It was a day when all 
candles to be used in 
churches for the year 
ahead would be lit and 
blessed, in the belief 
that the flames would 
protect its people 
against plague, illness 
and famine. 

In ancient times, it 
was known as the Feast 
of Lights, in celebration 
of the increasing 
strength of the sun as 
winter gives way to 
spring. 

Superstitious rituals 
were performed from 12 
to 14 as it was believed 
that these dates were 
borrowed from January. 
If they were stormy 
days, the weather for 
the year ahead would be 
good: whereas if fine 
weather prevailed the 
climate would be 
unpleasant. 

The renowned snow¬ 
drop begins to appear 


around landscapes in 
February. This beautiful 
white flower is believed 
to have evolved when 
Adam and Eve were 
expelled from The 
Garden of Eden. This 
was because an angel 
appeared to give Eve 
hope and guidance. 

In the hope of ban¬ 
ishing cold winters, the 
angel transformed 
snowflakes into flowers, 
proving that winter does 
eventually end and that 
spring is around the cor¬ 
ner. 

This can be seen in 
the old rhyme: ‘The 
snowdrop, in purest 
white array, first rears 
its head on Candlemas 
day’. 

On February 8, 1855, 
the people of our coun¬ 
try were petrified one 
morning to discover 
peculiar footprints in 
the snow in the shape of 
a cloven hoof. Could 
they have been terrified 
because this was 
deemed as a sign that 
the devil had visited 
earth and could cast his 
spell of evil amongst 
humankind? 

The most famous 
date in February is the 
14th, the feast of St 
Valentine, which is cele¬ 
brated in many coun- 
tries around the world. 


There are a few vari¬ 
ations as to who St 
Valentine actually was; 
but the most likely was 
in honour of the indi¬ 
vidual who took it upon 
himself to challenge a 
Roman Emperor who 
banned soldiers from 
marrying during the 
third century. 

He became a cam¬ 
paigner for the soldiers, 
but was executed for his 
outspokenness in 
469AD. Pope Gelasius 
declared this date in 
honour of St Valentine. 

Another legend states 
that St Valentine was 
executed for his 
Christian beliefs and 
before he died, he 
penned a note to his 
lover saying ‘From Your 
Valentine’. 

The day became 
associated with romance 
some time in the Middle 
Ages. 

Shakespeare’s quote 
from his tragic play 
Romeo and Juliet seems 
to celebrate love in an 
adoring fashion: 

‘Love is a smoke 
raised with the fume of 
sighs; being purged, a 
fire sparkling in lovers ’ 
eyes; being vex’d a sea 
nourish’d with lovers’ 
tears: what is it else? a 
madness most discreet, 

A choking gall and a 


preserving sweet. ’ 

The Romans and 
Celts observed February 
as the start of the spring 
season. 

Shrove Tuesday is a 
tradition hailing the day 
before Lent, with the 
fasting custom marking 
40 days before Easter. 

Also known as 
Mischief Day, it was a 
time when church bells 
would ring out, a game 
of football was played 
by all and feasting and 
revelry were celebrated. 
Shrove Tuesday 2014 
falls on March 4. 

Ash Wednesday was 
named after the ash tree 
when schoolchildren 
would carry a piece of 
twig in their pocket for 
luck. Failure to carry 
out this tradition would 
result in their feet being 
trodden on. 

The Friday following 
Ash Wednesday was 
once called Kissing 
Friday. It was a day 
when schoolboys were 
allowed to kiss girls 
without fear of punish¬ 
ment. This custom last¬ 
ed until the 1940s, when 
the war years wilted it 
away. 

But fact or fiction? 
Only you can decide ... 

Hayley Williams 

hay ley. williams550@ 
yahoo.com 



YOUR CHANCE 
TO WIN £25 

to spend with any GEM advertiser this week. 
Competition running every week during 2014. 


Simply answer the question posted 


P C 

on Facebook each week. 

You will find the answer in that week's GEM 
which is available online and in print 
every Thursday. 

Inbox us your answer and contact details. 

Every week a winner is chosen at 
random and will have £25 to spend with 
any advertiser in that week's GEM! 

Like us on facebook; 
facebook.com/glamorgangem 
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Tory councillors 
launch anti- 
merger petition 


THE leader of the Vale of 
Glamorgan Conservative 
Group has launched a petition 
rejecting a suggested merger 
of the local authority with 
neighbouring Cardiff. 

It follows the publishing of a report 
commissioned by the Welsh 
Government which recommended the 
merger as part of controversial plans to 
reduce the number of local authorities 
in Wales. 

The petition is available online at - 
http://www. ipetitions. com/petition/han 
dsojfthevale. 

Conservative group leader, Coun 
John Thomas, said: “When the 
Williams Commission was established 
we were keen to look with an open 
mind at what proposals were brought 
forward. 

“The cost of politics does need to be 
reduced and public services must be 
delivered efficiently and effectively in 
the best possible way to meet the 
needs of local residents. 


“However, in the case of the Vale, 
the Conservative council group are 
clear that we do not believe a merger 
with Cardiff would be in the best inter¬ 
ests of residents. The Vale is a self-suf¬ 
ficient local authority which, broadly 
speaking, delivers excellent services 
to its residents. 

“While mergers may be appropriate 
for some councils in certain cases, the 
Vale does not habitually under-per- 
form and has never been in danger of 
slipping into ‘special measures’ like 
some other authorities. 

“We are clear that there is no local 
need or desire to take the decision¬ 
making process away from locally- 
elected and accountable councillors.” 

Coun Thomas added: “Naturally, it 
is a matter for other local parties to 
make their own views clear on the 
findings of this report, but I sincerely 
hope that we get broad support for this 
petition, which strongly rejects any 
Welsh Government moves to merge 
the Vale with Cardiff.” 


Young entrepreneurs are 
set to put business skills 
to the test in Cardiff... 


STUDENTS from 
Ysgol Gyfun Bro 
Morgannwg will be 
competing to be 
crowned the Welsh 
winners of this 


year’s Coca-Cola 
Enterprises Real 
Business Challenge 
(RBC). 

The challenge is a 
national enterprise ini¬ 
tiative for year-10 stu- 


Workshops for 
media hopefuls 


A SERIES of work¬ 
shops co-ordinated 
by the ArtsConnect 
collaboration with 
Barry YMCA, and 
funded by the Arts 
Council of Wales, 
aims to help young 
people aged 16 - 25 
to gain experience 
in music and 
media. 

As part of the course, 
the ArtsConnect collab¬ 
oration between local 
authority arts services in 
Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough, Merthyr, Rhondda 
Cynon Taf and the Vale 
of Glamorgan is assem¬ 
bling a media team for 
the SONIG Youth Music 
Industry’s Young 
Promoters Network 
(YPN) initiative, which 
supports young people 
to gain experience of 
putting on gigs and 
events for people their 
age. 

Coun Lyn Morgan, 
cabinet member for 


wellbeing, said: “The 
ArtsConnect collabora¬ 
tion has allowed our arts 
service to deliver some 
fantastic programmes in 
partnership with their 
colleagues in Merthyr, 
Rhondda Cynon Taf and 
the Vale of Glamorgan 
county boroughs, and 
I’m sure this course will 
be no exception. 

“The Young 
Promoters Network has 
a strong track record of 
giving young people 
opportunities to gain 
experience of working 
in the creative indus¬ 
tries, and this series of 
workshops will give 
local youngsters a useful 
head start in the race 
towards obtaining a 
career in media.” 

The course will take 
place at The Hub (Barry 
YMCA) between 
10.30am - 3pm from 
February 23-27. 
Transport will be pro¬ 
vided for participants 
from Bridgend county 
borough. 


Mad Hatter musical 
run scheduled for 
St Richard Gwyn 

PUPILS in St Richard Gwyn High School, 
Barry, are putting on their latest school show - 
a musical version of Alice in Wonderland - next 
week over three nights, February 18, 19, and 
20, at 7pm. 

The musical, entitled Alice, has involved inten¬ 
sive rehearsals over a long period by pupils and 
staff. Tickets (£7 or £5) are available from the 
school on 01446 729250. 


dents. It has been run¬ 
ning in Wales since 
2009. The programme is 
linked to the curriculum 
and challenges students 
to work in teams to tack¬ 
le a business task set by 
the organisers. 

Over 45 schools from 
across Wales entered the 
enterprise-themed com¬ 
petition this year, with 
ten chosen to battle it out 
in the Wales final at the 
Millennium Stadium in 
Cardiff today, Thursday, 
February 13. 

The winner will rep¬ 
resent Wales in the Great 
Britain final in London 
on March 25. 

Vale AM Jane Hutt 
said: “Well done, Ysgol 
Gyfun Bro Morgannwg, 
who have clearly 
demonstrated consider¬ 
able business acumen 
and initiative to have 
made it this far in the 
challenge. Good luck!” 


TRAINER 
TIM’S ON 
A PANEL 

ABERTHIN trainer 
Tim Vaughan and top 
National Hunt jockey 
Richard Johnson will 
be joining racecourse 
commentator Tony 
Ennis at a charity 
Cheltenham Festival 
preview evening at 
7.30pm on Monday, 
March 3, at Ton 
Pentre Football Club 
in the Rhondda 
Valley. 

All money raised 
will go to the Riding 
School For The 
Disabled. 

Admission is £10 
and tickets can be 
obtained from the 
event organiser, 
Keven Moon, on 
07506952368. 


Councillor 
helps raise 
funds to boost 
the kitty! 



i 
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ABOVE: Coun Ian Hibble, with a furry friend, 
hands over a cheque to the Cats Adoption 
Centre.Photo by Mandy Thomas; 
www. mandy thomasphotography. co. uk. 


CAT-LOVING 
Coun Ian Hibble 
visited Bridgend 
Adoption Centre to 
hand over a cheque 
on behalf of 
Brackla 
Community 
Council for 
£223.13, after mak¬ 
ing Cats Protection 
one of his charities 
of the year. 

Sue Dobbs, centre 
manager, said: “We 
are a very busy adop¬ 
tion centre and achieve 
incredible results find¬ 
ing loving homes for 
more than 1,250 cats 
and kittens every year. 

“However, we con¬ 
stantly need to raise 
additional funds to 
ensure we maintain the 
highest standards of 
care of all our cats. 

“We are very grate¬ 
ful to Coun Ian Hibble 
for raising money on 
our behalf. If we did¬ 
n’t receive such won¬ 
derful support from 
our local community, 
so many more cats 
would remain need¬ 
lessly homeless,” she 
added. 


Honest finder 
returned ring 


READING last 
week’s GEM about 
Georgia Thomas’ 
appeal for the 
return of her hand¬ 
bag has made me 
put pen to paper to 
relate an incident 
that happened to 
me. 

On Thursday, 
February 6,1 shopped at 
Lidl in Barry and on my 
return home, discovered 
that my signet ring was 
not on my hand. 

On Friday morning, I 
returned to Lidl to 
enquire if a ring had 
been found. I suspected 


LETTER 


that in taking my gloves 
off while shopping, the 
ring could have slipped 
off my finger. 

To my great joy and 
relief, an assistant went 
to look and returned 
with my ring. Some 
kind soul had discovered 
it and handed it in to a 
member of the staff. 

I would very much 
like to thank the person 
that handed it in, and I 
do hope that Georgia 
Thomas will be as lucky 
as me. 

A Hughes, 

Penarth. 


News in and out of the 
classroom at Barry 
Comprehensive School 



ABOVE: Students from 7ANB with Cathy and Mojo in 
the school’s learning resource centre. 


The money was 
raised during events in 
Brackla including a 
fun day and firework 
display. The events 
were organised and 
run by the people of 
Brackla. 

Coun Hibble said: 
“My own cat Patrick 
came from Cats 
Protection; it is a 
pleasure to be able to 
support this vital char¬ 
ity as one of my chari¬ 
ties as chair of Brackla 
Community Centre, 
and I’d like to take 
this opportunity to 
thank the community 
of Brackla for their 
generous support.” 

Bridgend adoption 
centre holds over 200 
cats and kittens and 
currently has over 80 
cats ready for adop¬ 
tion. 

To offer a kitty a 
home, please telephone 
01656 724396 or visit: 
bridgend. cat. org. uk 

For further informa¬ 
tion, please contact Sue 
Dobbs on 01656 726621 
or email: 

bridgend.manager@cat 
s.org.uk 



ABOVE: Mr Fitzpatrick and Mr Jones with Nicholas 
displaying his award for excellence. 


Engineering 

ace 

BARRY 
Comprehensive 
School’s Faculty of 
Technology has 
congratulated 
Nicholas Sherrin on 
receiving the South 
Wales Institute of 
Engineers Award 
for Excellence. 

Nicholas was an out¬ 
standing GCSE pupil 
and has chosen to con¬ 
tinue his studies in the 
Barry Sixth Form. 


Meet the 
author 

LAST term, year-7 stu¬ 
dents were invited to 
Barry library to meet 
authors Michelle 
Briscombe and Cathy 
Farr. 

Each form class trav¬ 
elled down to the library 
where they met the 
author and were treated 
to a reading from their 
novel. 

Students were given 
the chance to ask ques¬ 
tions and find out what 
inspired both authors to 


Dinas coffee 
morning 


RESIDENTS are 
invited to a free 
coffee morning 
with local council¬ 
lors this Saturday, 
February 15 in the 
Lee Hall, Britway 
Road, Dinas Powys 
starting at 11am. 

This is an opportunity 
to raise matters of con¬ 
cern to people in Dinas 
Powys. Alternatively, 
local Plaid Councillors 
can be contacted direct¬ 
ly - Chris Franks (07725 
497 423), Val Hartrey 
(02920 513274), Keith 
Hatton (07749 825 751) 
and Chris Williams 
(02920 514166). 


There are many hot 
topics to discuss affect¬ 
ing the community¬ 
ranging from the Cross 
Common Bridge, traffic 
issues and pressures on 
the Vale Council budget 
to the everyday issues 
such as road repairs. 

All are welcome. 


write their novels. They 
also had the opportunity 
to purchase a novel and 
have it signed by the 
author. 

Cathy Farr, author of 
fantasy adventures 
Moon Chase and Moon 
Crossing, spoke to the 
pupils about her books 
and about how she 
became a writer. Some 
students were lucky 
enough to meet the 
inspiration behind her 
books - her Irish 
Wolfhound, Mojo! 

Barry Library also 
promoted some of the 
great facilities they have 
for young people and 
encouraged pupils to 
join the library if they 
hadn’t already. 

The students thor¬ 
oughly enjoyed the trip 
and we look forward to 
visiting the library again 
in the future. 

7ANB had missed out 
on seeing Cathy and 
Mojo at Barry Library, 
so they made a special 
visit to the school, much 
to the delight of students 
and staff. AC 


‘Centurions, prepare 
for the cricket nets!’ 

SULLY Centurions Cricket Club will be 
starting their indoor nets at 8.30pm on 
Thursday, February 20 at the Sports 
Centre, Colcot Road, Barry. 

New members are always welcome, no 
matter what standard you play at. 


Did you know you can find 
The GEM on Facebook? 

Facebook. com/GlamorganGem 
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NOTICE 
OF OFFER 


LYDSTEP ROAD, BARRY 

Two bed modern, end of link, 
living room, kitchen/breakfast, 
parking, enclosed garden, 
no chain. 

£90,000 


SALISBURY ROAD, BARRY 

Mid terraced traditional dwelling, 
backing onto Porthceri, extremely 
well presented, two reception rooms, 
fitted kitchen, two double bedrooms, 
spacious bathroom. ER-E. 

£139,950 


HEOL BROADLANDS, BARRY 

Corner positioned, three 
bedrooms, modern detached, 
living room, kitchen/diner, 
enclosed garden, garage. ER-C. 

£174,950 


BENECROFTE, RHOOSE 

Three bedrooms, modern detached, well 
presented, wc cloak, living room, 
conservatory, modern fitted kitchen, sitting 
room (converted garage), ensuite shower 
room, enclosed rear garden. ER-D. 

£206,950 


ROMILLY PARK ROAD, BARRY 

Edwardian semi detached, four 
reception rooms, three storey, five 
bedrooms, far reaching sea views,, 
utility/pantry/cloakroom to ground floor, 
family bathroom to first floor. ER-E. 

£369,950 


WOODLANDS ROAD, BARRY 

Well presented, mid terraced traditional, 
living room, sitting room, dining room, 
wc cloakroom, fitted kitchen, three 
bedrooms, family bathroom, no chain. 
ER-D. 

£139,950 


ENFIELD DRIVE, BARRY 

Mid terraced traditional, well presented, 
living room, modern fitted kitchen, 
integrated appliances, two bedrooms, 
views over Vale, enclosed rear garden, 
designated parking. 

£127,950 


BROAD STREET, BARRY 

Mid terraced traditional, bay fronted, 
three reception rooms, kitchen, wc, 
three beedrooms, 1st floor bathroom & 
walk in shower room, enclosed rear 
garden, no chain. ER-D. 

£149,000 


331 


PENCOEDTRE ROAD, BARRY 

Spacious living accomodation, three reception rooms, conservatory, wc 
cloakroom, four double bedrooms, master bathroom with jacuzzi, more than 
ample parking, placed in private cul dec sac, enclosed rear garden. ER-D. 

£259,950 


VALE STREET, BARRY 

Corner positioned, well presented, 
mid terraced traditional, two reception 
rooms, fitted kitchen, two 
bedrooms, enclosed rear garden. 
ER-E. 

£114,950 




MERTHYR DYFAN ROAD, BARRY 

Stunning detached bungalow, ground 
floor: three bedrooms, ensuite, lounge, 
conservatory, kitchen & family bathroom. 
To first floor: 

two bedrooms & bathroom. Driveway. 

£274,950 


5 VERONA STREET, BARRY, 
SOUTH GLAMORGAN 
CF63 1LW WALES 

By order of the mortgagees 
in possession, we would advise 
that an offer has been made for 
the above property in the 
sum of £41,000. 

Any person wishing to increase on 
this offer should notify the selling 
agents of their best offer during the 
course of the next 7 days or prior 
to exchange of contracts. 

Nina Estate Agents Ltd, 1 Broad 
Street, Barry, South Glamorgan 
CF62 7AA, Wales. 01446 736888 


WYE CLOSE, BARRY 

Modern linked detached, popular Cwm 
Talwg estate, wc cloak, living room, 
dining room, conservatory, further sitting 
room (converted garage), kitchen, utility 
room, driveway/parking, no chain. ER-D. 

£199,950 


BURNS CRESCENT, BARRY 

Three bedrooms, semi detached, 
kitchen/diner, living room, bathroom 
to ground floor, separate wc to 
1st floor, enclosed rear garden. 
ER-D. 

£94,950 


OLD MILL ROAD, BARRY 

Three bedrooms, elevated semi 
detached, living/dining room, fitted 
kitchen, minutes walk to train station, 
upvc dg - gch via combi. 

£139,950 


BRAMBLE AVENUE, BARRY 

Two bedroomed, semi detached, 
ensuite shower to master, living room, 
kitchen/diner, driveway/ample parking, 
garden backing onto open space, 
ideal first time buy. 

£124,950 


OLD MILL ROAD, BARRY 

Elevated spacious traditional 
dwelling, through living room, 
kitchen, utility, downstairs shower 
room, 1st floor bathroom, 
three bedrooms. ER-D. 

£149,950 


THE MEWS, BARRY 

Modern end of terraced, driveway 
to front, living room, kitchen, gch 
via combi boiler, town centre 
location, no chain. 

£94,950 


CARNY EBOL, BARRY 

Modern detached, three/four bedrooms, 
living room, dining room, converted garage, 
master with ensuite, wc cloakroom, low 
maintenance garden, driveway providing 
parking. ER-D. 

£194,950 


CORNWALL ROAD, BARRY 

Three bedrooms, semi detached, living 
room, dining room, sun lounge, 
fitted kitchen, utility area, situated off 
Barry Road, low maintenance garden. 
ER-D. 

£129,950 


GLANYMOR, BARRY 

Top floor (5th Fir) apartment, separate 
private balcony, two bedrooms 
(master ensuite), far reaching views 
over water, lift, designated parking 
place, no chain. ER-C. 

£124,950 
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ADARY MOR, BARRY 

Immaculate presentation, semi 
detached, three storey, modern 
replacement kitchen, four bedrooms, 
two ensuite bathrooms & dressing 
room, garage/driveway. ER-C. 

£209,950 


COURT ROAD, BARRY 

Traditional mid terraced, spacious 
living, two reception rooms, four 
bedrooms, no chain, in need of 
some updating, walking distance 
to Town Centre. ER-E. 

£99,950 


ST NICHOLAS ROAD, BARRY 

Edwardian spacious dwelling, three 
storey, five bedrooms, five reception 
rooms, three bathrooms, separate 
granny annexe, garage, front, 
side & rear garden. ER-E. 

£269,950 


m 

I 

OAKFIELD ROAD, BARRY 

Bay fronted semi detached, oak block flooring, 2 separate 
reception rooms, three bedrooms, separate detached annexe 
(in place of garage), living/bedroom/kitchen & wetroom. 

£199,950 




MOREL STREET, BARRY 

Well presented throughout, mid 
terraced traditional, through living/dining 
room, fitted kitchen, ground floor 
shower room, three bedrooms, 
enclosed rear garden, no chain. ER-D. 

£112,950 


ROMILLY ROAD, BARRY 

Mid terraced traditional, living/dining, 
kitchen/utility area, sitting room, stairs 
to attic/hobby area, velux window, 
outbuilding to rear, no chain. 
ER-E. 

£240,000 


PORT ROAD EAST, BARRY 

Versatile living, three reception rooms and study, four 
bedrooms, four bathrooms, kitchen/diner, utility room, 
garage/drive, set in approx 3rd acre. ER-E. 

£389,950 


JENNER COURT, BARRY 

Private road leading to modern 
detached, two bedrooms, wc 
cloak, living/dining room, enclosed 
rear garden, ample driveway. 
ER-C. 

£132,000 


COLCOT ROAD, BARRY 

Corner positioned, bay fronted 
semi detached, two double 
bedrooms, living room, fitted kitchen, 
wc cloakroom, garage/driveway, 
no chain. ER-C. 

£124,950 


TITHE BARN, RHOOSE 

Barn conversion, spacious living accommodation, sea views from 
rear, five bedrooms, three bathrooms, three reception rooms, 
double garage also separate detached bungalow. 

£699,950 


BELL STREET, BARRY 

Mid terraced traditional, 
well presented, through living room, 
modern fitted kitchen, two bedrooms, 
spacious family bathroom, decked 
sun terrace, laid to lawn. 

£109,950 


TRINITY STREET, BARRY 

Three bedroomed mid terraced traditional, living room, wc 
cloakroom, kitchen/diner, enclosed rear garden, enclosed 
driveway, sea views over front, no chain. 


£121,950 


SOMERSET ROAD, BARRY 

Spacious living throughout, Edwardian semi detached, three reception rooms, replacement 
kitchen/breakfast, four bedrooms & additional attic/hobby area, sea views from rear, 
numerous basement rooms, enclosed rear garden, original features throughout. ER-D. 

£224,950 
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Mayflower Way, Rhoose 

4 Bedrooms 

2 Reception, Conservatory 
Garage & Parking 


£230,000 D63 



Porthkerry Road, Barry 

3 Bed Semi 
3 Reception Rooms 
Off Road Parking & Garage 


£197,000 



Romilly Road, Barry 

5 Bedrooms & 3 Receptions 
Exceptional Size & Presentation 
Superb Open Views, End Terrace 


£269,950 D59 




£114,950 D62 


£96,000 E48 


£139,950 Deo 


Woodlands Road, Barry 

1st/2nd Fir Maisonette - 3 Double Beds 
Large Lounge/Diner - Sea Views 
Kitchen/Brkf, Bathroom/wc & Cloaks/wc 


Columbus Close, Barry 

2 Double Bedrooms 
Very Good Order Throughout 
Upvc DG, GCH, Enclosed Garden 


Llanover Street, Barry 

3 Bedrooms 
Conservatory Extension 
Enclosed Family Rear Garden 



£144,950 C7i 


Old Mill Road, Barry 

4 Bedrooms 

Open Aspect & Enclosed Garden 
Refitted Kitchen & Bathrooms 



Clos Celyn, Barry 

2 Double Bedrooms, 1 En-Suite 
Conservatory Extension 
2 Car Parking & Walled Rear Garden 


£159,950 B82 



ClosTawe, Barry 

3 Bedrooms 

2 Receps and Study/Utility 
Landscaped Rear Garden 


£209,950 D65 



LlysY Coed, Barry 

3 Double Bedrooms 
Large Conservatory Extension 
Excellent Order Throughout 


£219,950 nee 


£299,950 C 70 


Romilly Road, Rhoose 

2 Bedrooms - Central Rhoose 
Communal Rear Gardens 
Very Well Presented 


£95,000 D65 



Fonmon Park Road, 
Rhoose 

3 Bedrooms, Backing Open Fields 
Nicely Tucked Away 


£129,950 D64 



Torbay Terrace, Rhoose 

3 Bed Terraced Cottage 
2 Reception Rooms 
Large Garden and Garage 


£165,000 E48 



Nurston Close, Rhoose 

3 Bedrooms 
Beautifully Refurbished 
No Onward Chain 


£219, 950 D58 



Nant Talwg Way, Barry 

5 Bedrooms 

Improved With Side Extension 
Backing Woodland, Lovely Gardens 



PINAR DE CAMPOVERDE, 
COSTA BLANCA SOUTH 



3 Bedroom, 2 Bathroom, Quad 

Uninterrupted views over orange groves and 
mountains in the distance. 

Communal pool, 5 minute walk to bars, restaurants, 
supermarket etc, golf course - 5mins, 
beach - lOmins, airport - 20mins. 

£91,500 

For further information, contact 

Paul on freephone 0800 135 7503 
or email spain@chris-davies.co.uk 



MurlandeWay, Rhoose 

4 Bedrooms 

2 Reception plus Sun Room 
Top of the Range Kitchen 


£229,000 


Mayflower Way, Rhoose 

3 Bed Semi Detached 
2 Reception Rooms 
2 Bathrooms, Cloaks/WC 


£169,950 



NythY Dryw, Rhoose Point 

5 Generous Bedrooms 
3 Receps &amp; Sea Views 
Large Sunny Rear Garden 


£319,950 C73 



BrynY Gloyn, Rhoose Point 

Substantial 5 Bed Detached 
3 Receptions, 3 Bathrooms 
Double Garage, Ample Parking 


£329,950 C69 



Rhoose 

Llantwit Major 01446 792020 
Barry 01446 700007 

sales@chris-davies.co.uk 


Lets! 

Ty Levant Rhodfa’r Gwagenni, Barry 
C75 - £475 pcm 
Furnished, One Bedroom 
Ground Floor Apartment 
Ty Levant Rhodfa’r Gwagenni, Barry 
C80 - £475 pcm 

Fully Furnished, One Bedroom 
Ground Floor Apartment 
Partridge Road, St Athan 
D59- £495 pcm 

Two Bedrooms, Kitchen/diner, 
Parking 

Partridge Road, St Athan 
E48 - £495 pcm 
Two Bedrooms, Kitchen/diner, 
GCH. 

Park Road, Barry, 

E41 - £525 pcm 
Ground Floor Flat, 

Two Bedrooms, Views 
Yew Tree Grove, St Athan 
C74 - £550 pcm 
Three Bed, Shower, 

UPVC and DG 

Beaufort Way, Rhoose 

C69 - £550 pcm 

Two Bedrooms, Bathroom with 

Shower, Enclosed Rear Garden. 

Lime Grove, St Athan 

D64 - £550 pcm 

Three Bedrooms, Conservatory 
Enclosed Rear Garden 
Fontygary Road, Rhoose 
£550 pcm 

Two Double Bedrooms, 
Bathroom/WC/Shower, Enclosed 
Shared Garden, Ground Floor Flat 
Henry Street, Barry 
E54 - £595 pcm 
Three Bedrooms, Breakfast 
Room, Garden 
Welford Street, Barry, 

E43 - £625 pcm 
Three Bedrooms, West End 
Location, Two Reception Rooms 
Castle Close, Boverton 
£650 pcm 

Three Bedrooms, Views Across 
Fields, Kitchen/Diner. 


WANTED: 
PROPERTIES 
IN LLANTWIT MAJOR 


Call Claire today to book 
a free rental valuation 

01446 791966 

lettings @ chris-davies.co.uk 

To arrange a viewing call: 
Rebecca on 01446 791965 
Anna on 01446 791967 


chris-davies.co.uk 
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Solar’s Snowball Sale! 


Blind 1 

10% 


Blind 2 • Blind 3 • Blind 4 • 
20% 30% 


40% * 
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ONI VISION ARE! 

Call Paul Williams 
01446 439 306 \ 

01656 349 281 

SI 

www.onevisionltd.co.uk El T 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP & TUNE IN SERVICE 

ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07980 702229 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - 0AP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
J COVERING ALL AREAS J 


THEABVALNM (Barry) 


OAPDwccvnt 
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SOLAR 

North Road, Bridgend 
Industrial Estate, Bridgend 
CF31 3TP 

Tel: 01656 663800 


DAYTONA 

Unit 3F, Palmerston Road, 
Barry 

Tel: 01446 740842 
www.solarsunshades.co.uk 


SSotoQ 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 
SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 



ital 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired.' 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331 160 
or Barry 01446 743267 
www.lst-digital.co.uk 



* BLIND SALE! 

STARLINE 

Awnings fif Blinds 

Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphilly 
CF83 1BQ • www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


GENUINE 
15% OFF 
SALE * 


HD Computer 


AB COMPUTER 


Solutions 


SERVICES 


• All problems fixed 


TUITION - BROADBAND 


• Fast, reliable, on-site service 


WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 


• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 


For home or office 


• Free callout 


Tel: 07811 422 946 


Tel 01446 773158 


27 High St, Cowbridge 


07779 713604 anytime 


l www.cowbridge-it.co.uk J 





Chimney 

Sweep 

C.R. Jose 

Est. 1965 

The Original Sweep 
Bird Guards Fitted 
HETAS Registered 

Tel 01446 792735 


REASONS 

1 FREE Fitting 

2 FREE Quotation 

3 5 Year Guarantee 


BLINDS & 
CURTAINS 

3 Vertical 
Blinds 

lron,£99’ 



Freephone: AfpUU ze 

0500 295192 mLdU 

Made in Wales.Proud to be Welsh °“ rff " p S a Sm 60 'w edto9es 


BARRY & VALE RAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 

01446 420784 
07970 642537 

www.bairyandvaledampproofing.co.uk 




G&J 

BUILDING SERVICES 


Gary Richards 

07815 730480 • 01443 776616 
• New Build 

• Extensions Renovations 
• All aspects of building work 

2 Seaview, Heol-Y-Cyw, 

Bridgend CF35 6NL. 


D.P. 

BUILDING 

SERVICES 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Extensions • Plastering 

• Carpentry • Joinery 

• Roofing • Brickwork 

• Conservatories 

NO JOB 'S 
TOO SMALL 

Tel: 01446 711968 
07831 655429 


MAS0NWISE 

BUILDERS 

® 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 

44 Newlands Street, 
Barry 


<17% 


TOOL & 
PLANT 
HIR E 

SALES & 
SERVICE 

BOTTLED 

GAS 


Unit 20, 

Vale Business Park 
Llandow CF717PF 
Tel. 01446 771999 
www.randt.co.uk 


The 

GEM 

01446 

774484 




STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


VfiLE CARPETS 

*7^ (Zanfret 
t&at corner fo you 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


The Carpet & Vinyl Service 


Real prices • Real value • Real service 

We take pride in 
our work & offer 
the best prices 

Call Gordon on 07990 582686 
www. thecar petser vice. net 


POT 




I 

GRIFFITHS CARPENTRY 

All aspects of Carpentry work 


Professional, friendly, caring service 

• Kitchen Installations • Flooring • Doors 

• Fencing • Decking • Bespoke Wardrobes 

Contact Rhys on 01446 790384/07803 696451 

www. rgriffithscarpentry. com 


GUTTER CLEANING 
& FASCIA WASH 




01446 741460 
07830 480569 


Call 01446 
774484 to 
advertise 
with The 
GEM, and 
reach 
43,000 
homes fror 
Penarth to 
Porthcawl 
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Established 


Bumble Bee Decorators 
• Residential • Commercial 
• Interior • Exterior 
• Painting • Decorating 


Free no obligation quote. 

Give us a tinkle on 01446 750625 
or give us a buzz on 07980 691584. 
Ask for John (Clissett). 


STADRE 

PAINTING 
& DECORATING 


► Interior/ Exterior 

► Clean, Friendly 
» Professional 

» No job too small 


NH 


Painter & 

r 15 


Decorator 


Time served, Qualified Professional, 

Fast, Clean and Tidy Worker. I 

All Insurance Work Undertaken _| a 

mu oiak^ 

www.nhdecorating.co.uk 


01446 772702 or 07505 979078 




Est 1981 

Interior - Exterior 

01446 776203 
07544 169855 


MG t'uls 

WINDOWS l 1 * 1 'a 

Upvc Windows, Doors, Conservatories, 
Porches, Fascias, Soffits, Gutters, 
Sealed Units, All Maintenance. 25yrs exp. 

^ * Call Martyn on: 

, 01446 796795 

or 07712 631772 
martyn.george73@hotmail.co.uk 


All Double Glazing Repairs & Maintenance 

puc-V, Aluminium & Timber Windows 

• Misted Units inc. Bevels D r t A 

& Stains OHO 

• Broken Handles/Hinges 

• Door Locks Repaired & Upgraded 

• Replacement Door Panels 

• New Rubber Seals 

• Fully Qualified Locksmith 


nuuwb .wv 

*TiLsL 


ftlainfonM&e' 


PROFESSIONAL 

ADVICE 

AND INSURANCE 
QUOTATIONS 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


Porthcawl CF36 3DP 


Vale Dog 

cTo Grooming 

Cowbridge, 

O CF7I 7UL 
Full Professional 
Service 

Pick up & drop off 
$ available 

01446 760 236 
07854 30 10 20 


mmi 
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FOR ALL YOUR 
ELECTRICAL 
REQUIREMENTS 

07866 505571 5 _ 
01446 774713 "|“ ™ 

www. kmelectricaluk.co. uk 


|Complete Carden Services 


peter* •!:». I • 14 

■ AMI: 

TrlrtilM.iM■: 0144* 4I942H 
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Tel: 01656 858997 
Mob: 07970 764590 


-j- 
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ELECTRICIAN 

All electrical work undertaken 
Testing & Inspection 


Bridge Vale Tree Services 

QnpriQlictc in felling, pruning, 

DUCMdllolo III CROWN REDUCTION, 

Large/Dangerous Trees thinning out and 

TOTAL DISMANTLING 

HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED - free quotes - 
COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC Tel: 01446 113851 
SITE CLEARANCE or 01921 902129 


Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 



Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 

Barry 744117 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

yk "I""" 

Domestic 
I I Installer 

l_J Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffell@hotmail.co.uk 


W&J Lewis 


All Garden/Tree Work 
Fencing & Paving 

07830 228877 
01446 406457 


iht 


r Utd 


Free estimates, fully insured. 

• Landscaping • Fencing 

• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


Cowbridge & Vale Electrical 

6 R.J.B. 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 


01446771655 
07885 347642 


■f 


Approved Contractor 


Lilford Electrical 

Design, installation and testing 
for homes and businesses 
_ Contact Rob: 

BSMBBB oi446 796905 
> 07747 858514 

Approved Contractor rclilford@gmail.COm 

www.elecsa.oo.uk J p^ .ptffa . ProfeSSiOHUl 


U Electrical 

All types of 
Electrical work 
undertaken. 
Testing, Inspection 
& Certific ation 

* * s* K5PI 


07891 965150 
01446 700182 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 

Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


LUMBERJACK 

TREE & GARDEN SERVICES 


* Tree Felling, Dismantling, Dead Wooding & 
Pruning % Hedge Trimming & Removing % Lawn 
Mowing & Brush Cutting ^ Dead Leaves 
Gathered & Removed * Site & Garden Clearance 

* Drive Ways Cleared of Snow 

* Guttering & Fascias * All Jobs Considered 
% All Waste & Byproducts Removed for Free 

* Fencing & Gravel Patches 
Free Estimate, Fully Insured, 8am to 8pm, 7 Days a Week 


www.lumber-jacks.co.uk 
01446 728197 or 07500901065 




35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified indentured 
Service Engineers i 98 5 



AVi 1 1 1 rMVlT 1 1J ’I'M HI 
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Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC and Aluminium window and Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


window Tee UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 



Gas ^ 
Services 


Combination Boiler 
& LPG Specialist 


Competitive & Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


Call 01446 
774484 to 
advertise with 
The GEM, and 
reach 43,000 
homes from 
Penarth to 
Porthcawl 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 



Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 




TheCiE 01446 774484 


K&A Handyman i 


“A family run business” 


All aspects of general maintenance, 
carpentry, painting, decorating, carpet 
cleaning, gardening, garden 
& household rubbish clearance. 


No task: to big or small. Just ask! 


Contact: 07970 711879 or 01446 720840 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, 
Fencing, Turfing. 
Gutters & Fascias Cleaned 
Drives, Patios, Roofs, etc. 
Power Washed. 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 
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PORTHCAWL 
& VALE 

WOODBURNER 

INSTALLATION 

Feature Fire Places 
Chimney repair 
Hearths etc 


Call Gareth: 
07593 790898 


GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Service • Tiling 
07876 506982 ■ 

01446 740176 53440 


VCfiummnfj 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

^jIQm m 

m <>* 446 *1 If71 
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M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No jobj 
too small 
01446 678671 
07526 125982 



JW Bathrooms 


Plumbing • Tiling 
Plastering • Wet Rooms 
Free estimates 
No job too small 


01446 400225 
07866 470754 


J P EDWARDS 

PLUMBING 41 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers • Radiators 


01446 790127 07719 605526 

MUk gcoiik NUIAUUU 


S.M. Vaughan 

WMERCIAl 

A 


HEATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 


230141 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, TV Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
*"T & Tiling 


IK 


01446 

794266 



All aspects 
of Plumbing 


NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 


Competitive&Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 






DAVID RYAN 
ROOFING 


Slating, Tiling, Repairs, 
New Roofs, Rubber 
Flat Roofs, Chimney, 
Valleys & Gutters. 

www.davidryanbuilder.co.uk 

01656 782968 
or 07885 932468 
07926 947631 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 


01446 404838 


Si Ivey Roofing 

• New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
FREE ESTIMATES 

www.silveyroofing.co.uk 

•iJ 


Vale Satellite and Solar 
Maintenance Service 
Solar Panels Cleaned 


Bookings now being taken in advance 

Don’t lose up to £420 a year with dirty panels 
Panels recommended to be cleaned twice 
a year for efficiency 

Professional pure water fed streak free system used 
Conservatories and gutters also cleaned 


A 


Please visit our site for more info: www.valesas.co.uk 
Tel or Text 07546318460 • Facebook:Vale Satellite & Solar 


G Sfl 



Driving School Ltd 

• 10 lessons from £150 
• Under 17s lessons from £23 
• Gift Vouchers available 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists A 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 
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FIREWOOD 


Seasoned A Kiln Dned 

Call 01446 771567 
for bulk winter deals 


UjjijyJsf y/y 


Glamorgan 
Upholsterers 

All aspects of 
upholstery undertaken 
25 years experience 
Leather repair specialist 

07850 689187 

glamorgan-upholsterers@hotmail.com 



Ur* 4$. 
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wwwtop*fcak co uk 


Topstak 


The GEM 

Reaching the people from 
Penarth to Porthcawl 


r Susan Yiant 

Re-upholstery 

All aspects of 
re-upholstery underaken. 

Call 

01656 724005 

(day) 

01656 720722 

(evenings) 




SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

TOP PRICES paid on 
collection, for scrap, 
MOT failures, and tax 
expired vehicles. 
Also body shells and 
scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 


i®®! ®d li3®(i®Gr“0il)g) 


CLASSIFIEDS 

• Family 

Announcements 

• Recruitment 

• Buying & 
Selling 

• Trade 

• Property 

• Birthdays 

• Anniversaries 

• Graduation 

• Births etc 

Use 

The GSEUMI 

to reach all the 
people 
you need to! 
Call 01446 
774484 
for friendly, 
helpful advice. 

gemsales @ 
tindlenews.co.uk 




MAN WITH 
AVAN 

Low hourly rote, 
no job too small, 
fully insured. 

01656 861120 
07789 075104 


Qualified & experienced 
teacher offering tuition 
of English, French 
and Spanish to both 
children and 
adults (beginners up 
to A-Level). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07814 257641 


ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


ardent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 


Suzuki AP50 
Motor Scooter 

Tax & MOT to 
end April 2014. 

£300 ono 

Buyer collects 

01446 421193 m 

Smart Passion 
04 Reg 700cc 

Red/Silver/Black, top 
spec., MOT, one owner, 
33m, excellent condition. 

£2,650 

07778 125088 


Volkswagen 
Caddy Pick Up 
19851.6 Diesel 

Ivor Williams Top. MoT & 
Tax until end May 2014. 

£1100 ono 
01446 772350 


Jaguar XType 
2litre Diesel 

51 k, service history, 
tax’d & MoT’d. Alarm, 
cd, alloys, 
excellent condition. 

£3,200 ono 

07873 754282 7 
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SBS SALVAGE LTD 

Barry's newest car 
dismantling facility Jgjgjgjgj 
j registered with the 
■■ |p* u environment agency, DVLA 
& Vale of Glamorgan Council 



Immediate payment of up to £ 10,000 

MOT failures / Untassed or scrapped vehicte 
Best prices paid for copper / Lead 
/Aluminium / Stainless steel 
/ Computer boards / Electric cable 
and catalytic converters 


Free of Charge: 

• Light demolition 

• Factory/Farm Clearances 
•All grades of metal taken 

• Ferrous or non-ferrous 

• Household appliances 

• Car batteries 


CALL US TODAY www.sbssalvageltd.co.uk Monday to Sunday 

01446 421034 • 07772 054534 • 07410 549526 




3 Wheeler 
Walking 
Frame 

Brand new. 

£35. 

01446 741474 


KELSEY ROSE 
DESIGNER 
BRIDESMAID 
DRESSES 

One shoulder Taffeta Silk, 
colour Kewi, 3 x size 8,1 x 
size 10. Prof, dry cleaned, 
excellent condition £80 each. 

07790 618166 


Small under 
counter fridge 
with small 
freezer 

(with icebox) 2 shelves 

£40 ono 
01656 738416 


ADVERTISE 
YOUR CAR 
FOR SALE 

£20 +VAT 
for 2 
weeks 

Tel: 01446 
774484 


Viceroy TDS3 
Combination Lathe 

Single phase, on wheels, 
good condition, numerous 
chucks, face plates, 
travelling steadies, 
no 3 MT hollow spindle. 

£995 

01446 710506 


Mark Lesley 
Wedding Dress 

Style 3070, size 14. 
Dark Ivory inc. hoop 
& veil, prof, dry 
cleaned, excellent 
condition £450. 
07790 618166 6/7 


Acorn 

Stairlift 

18 months old, inc. 
professional installation 
and 3 months 
guarantee. £1000 ono. 
07879 004142 


Pine Butterfly 
kitchen table 

2 folding sides 
& 4 folding chairs 
that fit within table 

£70 ono 

01656 738416 


SLIMLINE 

STAIRLIFT 

VGC for standard straight 
stairs. Comes fitted and 
guaranteed by trained 
engineer. £750 

Tel 01446 711739 


FREE! 

200 House Bricks 

Previously used 
indoors. Recipient to 
ensure immediate 
removal. 

01446 772080 


Electric 
Stove Fire 

Hardly used £10. 

2 Wireless XBox 
controllers £10. 
01446 737867 


High quality 
4’6” bed base 

with orthopaedic 
mattress, as new £150. 

Brand new 
rotary line 

(3 stem) £20. 

Tel 01446 796274 


ADVERTISE HERE £12 inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. To take 
advantage of this offer simply either send in your description along 
with a cheque for the appropriate amount made payable to ‘The 
Glamorgan GEM’ at The GEM, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge CF71 7EL or telephone us with your wording by 12 noon 
Tuesday. All major credit cards accepted. Tel 01446 774484. Advert 
must contain a residential land line telephone number. You may alter 
your advert as items are sold. Sorry no refunds are given. 
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We are looking for a 
Part Time Clerical Worker 
to help in our Buying Office. 

If you are interested, you need to be able to 
work as part of a team in a busy office and have 
experience of working with Excel Spreadsheets 
and have good data entry skills. 16 hours per 
week required. Various shifts throughout the 
week 9am -1 pm and I pm - 5pm. 

Please apply with a CV to: 

Recruitment, Filco Supermarkets Ltd, 19 Boverton Road, 
Llantwit Major, Vale of Glamorgan, CF61 IXZ or 
Jobs@filco.co.uk 
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01202 470999 




All 


Part Time 
Position 
Available 

Please contact 

West Farm Vets 
on 01446 774016 for 

more information. 
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TheGEM 


n the GEM pages & reach 


Call 01446 774484 
gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk 


ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years 
experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446409266 

07885251742 


Do you have something 
to celebrate? 

Birth, Birthday, Anniversary etc 


Now only 
f 10 plus vat 

for a 5cm x 6cm colour 


Sarah 


greeting including 

Smith 

Photo 

a photo. 

on 1st January 


Please ring Sue at 



The GEM 

A m) Love from 

Mum, Dad 

on 01446 774484 

fjTHU & family xvv 




W A Brown Son 


Fanttai Dlttetor* 
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INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 


PARRY 

May 


Peacefully, fell asleep on the 1st February at 
the Princess of Wales, May of Llantwit Major. 
Reunited with Des (Matthews). Dearly loved 
mother of Margaret and Vance and daughter-in- 
law Carol, she was a loving grandmother and 
great grandmother, and a much loved sister and 
will be sadly missed. 

Funeral service on Monday, 17th February 2014 in 
St. Illtud’s Church, Llantwit Major at 2.00pm, followed 
by cremation at Coychurch Crematorium at 3.15pm. 
All enquiries to W.A. Brown & Son 01446 792489. 


CLEASE 

Emma Elizabeth (Betty) 

Peacefully on 4 February at Springbank nursing 
home Barry. Emma Elizabeth (Betty) aged 90 years 
formally of Somerset Road West, Barry. Mayor of 
Barry 1996-1997, beloved wife of the late Harry. 
Beloved mother, grandmother and great grandmother. 
Betty will be sadly missed by all her family and 
friends in Wales, Australia and England. 
Resting at A.G. Adams & Son Funeral Home, 
Gladstone Road, Barry, where flowers may be sent 
until the funeral on Thursday 20 February. Service 
in the chapel at 11.30am, afterwards interment at 
Barry cemetery. 


NORTHWAY 

William Job (Bill) 

Passed away on 4th February 2014 on his 81st 
birthday at the Princess of Wales Hospital. 
Darling husband of Eunice, adored father of 
Jane, Esther and Caroline and father-in-law 
of Tosh, Mike and Tiernan. Much loved 
grandfather of Rachel, Rob, Cath, Kat, Dave, 
Samantha, James, Kieran and Cerys. Loving 
great grampy of Harrison. Dear brother of 
Margaret and the late Samuel and Percy. 
Sadly missed by all. 

Funeral Service on Tuesday, 18th February at 
Holy Cross Church, Cowbridge at 12 noon, 
followed by committal at Coychurch 
Crematorium at 1.15pm. Family 
flowers only please. 


TURRELL 

Freda Elizabeth 

Peacefully on 5th February 2014, Freda of 
Llantwit Major. Dearly loved wife of the late 
Edwin and much loved mother of Sandra and 
the late Clive. She was a loving grandmother 
and great grandmother and will be sadly missed 
by family and friends. 

Funeral service in St Dltud’s Church on Friday, 21st 
February at 2pm, followed by cremation at Coychurch 
Crematorium. Family flowers only, but donations 
may be made to Alzheimers Disease Society c/o the 
Funeral Director (cheques only please). All enquiries 
to W.A. Brown & Son 01446 792489. 


HOWCROFT 

Lynda 

Lynda aged 65 years, died peacefully at home in 
Ogmore by Sea on Wednesday, February 5th, 
after a very long illness. Beloved wife of Max 
and much loved sister of Susan and Catherine. 

Lynda will be greatly and sadly missed by 
family and close friends. 

Funeral Service to be held at Ewenny Priory on 
Wednesday, February 19th, 2014 at 11am, followed 
by cremation at Coychurch Crematorium. Family 
flowers only, donations in lieu of flowers to Velindre 
Fundraising, Velindre Cancer Centre, Whitchurch, 
Cardiff, CF14 2TL. 


Thomas 

Lynette (nee Bassett) 

Beloved wife of the late Gwelfor Thomas, 
a much loved mother of Peter & Huw and 
daughters in laws, Sharon & Olwen, step 
grandma to Rhys & Sinead, Gareth (Hitomi) 
and step great grandma to Niamh. A dear 
sister to Peter Denny & Gill & the late 
Lincoln Bassett. Lynette will be greatly 
missed by all her family and friends. 
Funeral Service to be held at Cardiff and Vale 
Crematorium, Port Road, Barry on Monday 17th 
February at 2.15pm. Resting at Park Independent 
Funeral Directors, 7 Tynewydd Road, Barry. 
01446 421212. 

Family flowers only. Donations to 
Velindre Hospital. 
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LAMB 

Anne 



On January 29 at UHW, Cardiff, suddenly, 
but peacefully, in the presence of her family, 
Nancy of Rhoose. Loving wife of her late 
husband Jock, dearly loved mum, cherished 
nan and grandma. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & 
Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Monday, February 17, 
service 11.30am at Penmark Church, followed by 
cremation at Cardiff & Glamorgan Crematorium, 
Barry at 12.45pm. Flowers may be sent to the 
Funeral Home. 


POWELL 

Margaret Ann 

Passed away peacefully on the 3rd February in 
the Princess of Wales Hospital, Peggy of 
Llanblethian. Wife of the late Eric and dearly 
loved mother of Roger. 

Resting at W.A. Brown & Son, College Street, 
Llantwit Major until the funeral service in St John the 
Baptist Church Llanblethian on Tuesday, 18th 
February at 12.30pm, followed by cremation at 
Coychurch at 1.45pm. Donations may be made to 
Parkinsons Disease Society or Red Cross c/o the 
Funeral Director (cheques only please). 


PALMER 

Janice Sarah 

Janice, wife of the late Frank Palmer, mother of 
Gillian and Stephen, died peacefully after a brief 
illness on February 2nd, 2014, aged 77 years. 

Funeral Service at United Free Church, Westgate, 
Cowbridge on Friday, February 14th at 3.30pm. 
Flowers may be sent to Thomas Brothers, Greengate, 
Ewenny Road, St Brides Major, CF32 0SB. 


TURNER 

Jeffrey 

Peacefully on Friday, 7th February at College 
Fields Nursing Home, Barry, Jeff of Rhoose 
Road, Rhoose. Beloved husband of Doreen and 
brother to Eira, loving father of Lynne and 
Robert, daughter-in-law Eve and partner Richard. 
Much loved grandfather and great grandfather. 
Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & 
Sons Fonmon. Funeral Wednesday, 19th February, 
Service and Cremation at 2.15pm at Cardiff and 
Glamorgan Crematorium followed by Service at 
3.15pm at St Peter's Church Rhoose. No flowers by 
request, donations if desired to E.N.T Endowment 
Fund 9240 UHW, c/o J James, 11 Fonmon Road, 
Rhoose, CF62 3DZ. 


BAKER 

Margaret Megan 

Peacefully on 4 February at University Hospital of 
Wales, Cardiff, Margaret of Barry. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & Sons 
Fonmon. Funeral Friday, 14 February, Service and 
Cremation 12 noon at Cardiff and Glamorgan 
Crematorium, Barry. Family flowers only, donations 
in lieu if desired to Breast Cancer Care Cymru, c/o 
J James, 11 Fonmon Road, Rhoose, CF62 3DZ. 


QUINN 


It is with sadness we announce the death of 
Raymond Anthony Quinn, aged 83 years, 
who died peacefully at the Royal Derby 
Hospital with close family in attendance. 
Raymond was a much loved husband, father 
and grandfather. He will be sadly missed. 

The funeral will be held at St Cadoc’s Roman 
Catholic Church, Cowbridge on Friday, 21st 
February at 12 noon. Donations in lieu of flowers 
may be made to Cancer Research UK, c/o Thomas 
Brothers, Greengate, Ewenny Road, St Brides 
Major, CF32 0SB. 


3 BED 
TERRACE 
BARRY 
Nr Romilly School 

Through Lounge 
Diner, new kitchen, 
downstairs bathroom. 

£650pcm 

Tel: 07707 301750 


Rooms to rent 


near 

Cowbridge 

Ample parking, facilities free. 
Bond & references. 
Professionals only. 

For further information, call 

01446 775935 
077515 48933 




CONGRATULATIONS to 

Steven and Rate of 
SJ Building & 
Property Maintenance 

for winning the Vale of Glamorgan 
Building Excellence Awards 2014 

Love from Mum and Dad, Gari and Cath, 
Ian and Val, Tracey and Stuart and all 
your nephews and nieces. 


mm mhm 


Congratulations! 

JUDIE Cole & JOSH Davies 

on the birth of your daughter 

CHLOE-MAI 

Born 2nd February - 81bs8oz 

Lots of love, your rugby family 

'THE BOMBETTES' 

Juds, we can't wait to have you back! 







LICENSING ACT 2003 Section 84 

Notice of application to vary a club premises certificate. 

Notice is given that an application has been made to Bridgend 
County Borough Council (the Licensing Authority) for a 
VARIATION TO THE CLUB PREMISES CERTIFICATE 
in respect of the club premises shown below. 

Details of the application may be inspected between the hours 
of: Monday to Thursday 0830 to 1700 hours and Friday 0830 to 
1630 hours at Civic Offices, Angel Street, Bridgend, CF31 4WB 
or by visiting the authority’s website: www.bridgend.gov.uk. 

Any responsible authority or any other person may make 
representations in respect of the application, which must be 
submitted, in writing, to the following address before the date 
shown below: Licensing Section, Bridgend County Borough 
Council, Civic Offices, Angel Street, Bridgend, CF31 4WB. 
Name of applicant: Maesteg Cricket Club. Name and Postal 
Address of the Club Premises: North Lane, Queen Street, 
Maesteg, CF34 9YN. 

Details of the proposed variation: To extend opening hours to 
02.30 hrs. To extend supply of alcohol to 02.00 hrs. To extend 
live music hours to 24.00 hrs. To extend recorded music hours 
to 01.30 hrs. Date by which representations must be made: 
25.2.2014. 

This notice remains in force from and including the day after the 
giving of this notice to the licensing authority, namely 27.1.2014, 
for 28 consecutive days. 

It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a false 
statement in connection with an application. The maximum 
fine on summary conviction is £5,000. 


barry-today.co. u k 
cowbridge-today.co. u k 
I lantwit-major-today.co.uk 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co. u Ic 
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From Harrow hyundai 


These offers are only available on new Hyundai’s purchased 
& registered by 31st March 2014. There has never been 
a better time to order a new Hyundai. 

FINANCE AVAILABLE FROM 5.9% APR Representative 


New Generation il 0 


Our Price From 



Brand New i20 



Lofrll 

After £250 Finance deposit allowance 


Brand New ix20 


Our Price From 

£11415 


SAVE £1013* 



Brand New i30 


Our Price From 

£ 12259 




Our Price From 

£14639 

V V 

l w 

SAVE £2356* 

t ^ 



Brand New i40 


Our Price From 

£15742 



On every new 14 Plate Hyundai you get. 



i i ■ Tondu Road, Bridgend, CF31 4LH 

Harrow hyundai C A" Tod *y « - 

www.arrowmotors.com 01656 768952 HYUnoRl 



*Savings advertised are based against MRRP Prices and also include a Finance Deposit Allowance from Hyundai. Terms & conditions apply. Finance subject to status. Over 18’s only. Written quotations available on request. A guarantee may be required. 

Vehicles shown for illustration purposes only. Vehicles must be ordered and registered by 30th September. 
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News in and out of class at 
Ysgol Gyfun Bro Morgannwg 


University 
success 
Congratulations to 
year-13 pupil Elis 
Jackson from 
Penarth, who has 
been accepted to 
study Engineering 
at Homerton 
College, 

Cambridge. We 
wish him every suc¬ 
cess in the future. 
Swimming 
champs 

THERE was a good 
day of competition at 
Cardiff International 
pool on January 26. 

Not many were com¬ 
peting from YGBM, but 
the results were very 
good. Well done to 
Elbe Peterson (individ¬ 
ual medley year-7 and 8 
girls), Kory Russell 
(boys backstroke year-9 
and 10) and Rhys James 
(freestyle and individual 
medley for boys year-7 
and 8) on their efforts. 

Results: Kory Russell 
- sixth in Wales in the 
boys back stroke year-9 
andlO; Rhys James - 
first in Wales in the 
boys freestyle year-7 
and 8 (the first Welsh 
swimming champion in 
the school’s history!); 
Rhys James - second in 
Wales in the boys indi¬ 
vidual freestyle year-7 
and 8. 

Gymnastic 

competition 

CONGRATULATION 
S to the gymnastic 
team who competed in 
the County tumble and 
vault competition at 
Sophia Gardens on 
January 24. 

Boys under-19: first, 
Iwan Mepham; third, 


Rhys Beynon; the team, 
first. 

Girls under-19: sec¬ 
ond, Ffion Byrne; the 
team, first. 

Rugby 

tournament 

ON December 20, the 
year-7 team took part 
in the Cardiff and Vale 
Welsh medium 
schools’ rugby tourna¬ 
ment against Glantaf, 
Plasmawr and Bro 
Edern at the Arms 
Park. 

Unfortunately, we 
won only one game. 

The results are as fol¬ 
lows: Bro Morgannwg 
15 - Bro Edern 0; Bro 
Morgannwg 19 - 
Plasmawr 26; Bro 
Morgannwg 0 - Glantaf 
5. 

Congratulations to 
Mason Grady who was 
chosen as player of the 
tournament. 

CRYF/ PTA 
bingo 

A SUCCESSFUL 
bingo event arranged 
by CRYF was held at 
the school on January 
26. Thank you to all 
who supported, funds 
raised will go towards 
purchasing iPads and 
setting up a new school 
library. 

Stage Success 

CONGRATULATION 
S to Penarth pupil Jodi 
Bird (year-11) on her 
recent success in the 
Star of Stage competi¬ 
tion. 

Having got through 
the first two rounds, 

Jodi reached the final at 
the Sherman Theatre, 
Cardiff, where not only 
did she win her own age 
section, she was also 
announced as the overall 
winner of the competi¬ 
tion. 


Seaview Lads 
angling results 


FISHING has been 
grim since the start 
of the year but 
anglers have perse¬ 
vered nonetheless, 
often turning out in 
numbers. 

Rockling have made 
up many bags with odds 
’n sods accounting for 
the balance. 

Kevin Salah landed 
an excellent cod of 51b 
12oz to win one compe¬ 
tition, but this was defi¬ 
nitely an exception to 
the rule. 

Nice to see some 
baby codling being 
caught but with the 

Did you 
know you 
can find The 
GEM on 
Facebook? 
Facebook. 
com / 

Glamorgan 

Gem 


amount of freshwater 
coming down channel 
we await our first pike! 

It would be nice to 
think that things can 
only get better except 
February usually sees a 
downturn in sport! 

Results (dates 
approx): 

January 5: 1st K 
Salah 51b 12oz; 2nd G 
Morgan lib 13oz; 3rd R 
Harding lib 4oz; 4th A 
Harris lib 2oz; 5th S 
Davies lib loz; 6th G 
Griffiths lib Ooz, M 
Bjegovic lib Ooz. 

January 12: 1st M 
Langford whiting 21b; 
2nd R Green conger lib 
lloz; 3rd P Coles whit¬ 
ing slug lib; 4th A 
Harris whiting 01b 6oz 

January 19: 1st G 
Spitteri lib loz dog; 

2nd A Saif 01b 2oz 5 
beard slug; 2nd P Coles 
01b 2oz 5 beard slug 5 
B1 ank ers. 

January 26: 1st m 
langford 01b lloz; R 
Green 01b 6oz; 3rd A 
harris 0.40oz; 4th P 
Coles 02oz. 

JC 



Two narrow defeats for 
Penarth hockey teams 


FACING teams close to them in 
their respective divisions of the 
Davis Wood Hockey League, 
Penarth Hockey Club’s two 
sides both slipped to defeat at 
the weekend. 

PENARTH 2-3 
CARDIFF & MET C 

After earning a good point away 
at Hereford last week, Penarth’s 1st 
XI turned their attention to old 
rivals Cardiff & Met C on Saturday, 
looking to repeat the result of 
October’s fixture. 

Once again, weather conditions 
were less than favourable at Barry 
Sports Centre, and the home side, 
as has become a habit, started slow¬ 
ly. This time, the tardiness proved 
costly, as Cardiff grabbed two early 
goals. 

Conceding the second goal 
seemed to shock Penarth into 
action, and the Vale’s only senior 
men’s club finally got their act 
together. 

Their best phase of play came 
just before halftime and, having put 
the Cardiff defence under some 
concerted pressure, they were 
rewarded with a fantastic individual 
goal from Phil Lane, who drove in 
from the right-hand side of the D 
and slotted the ball in the bottom 
comer from his reverse side. 

Penarth took that momentum 
into the second half and were now 
the better team. However, despite 
enjoying the greater possession, the 
Bears could not find a way past a 
stubborn Cardiff defence and, just 
as they appeared to be back in the 
game, they allowed the visitors to 
catch them with a counter-attack 
that led to a decisive third goal. 

Desperate to salvage something 
from the game, Penarth pushed for¬ 
ward in greater numbers, eventual¬ 
ly managing to get a goal back 


through Sam Wooding, who tapped 
the ball home after it had bounced 
around the Cardiff ‘D’, but it was 
too little too late as precious points 
went begging. 

The result leaves Penarth still 
holding onto fourth position in the 
De Cymru & The Marches One 
division, but now with their oppo¬ 
nents having pulled level on points 
ahead of a tough few weeks for the 
Vale side. 

GWENT A 3-1 
PENARTHA 

The second XI headed for 
Cwmbran on the back of a 6-2 
thumping handed out to Neath the 
previous weekend, but knew a 
repeat would be tough against a bet¬ 
ter-placed side, and with a handful 
of players missing. 

The weather decided to take a 
turn for the worse but squally show¬ 
ers did little to dampen a competi¬ 
tive match between the teams occu¬ 
pying fourth and fifth places in the 
De Cymru Two table. 

Gwent had taken the return fix¬ 
ture by four goals to two, but the 
result had been distorted by two late 
strikes as Penarth chased victory. 

Incredibly, however, a similar 
storyline played out second time 
around, as the home side went into 
an early lead courtesy of a shot 
from the edge of the D, but were 
then held by a resolute Penarth 
defence, anchored by the central 
pairing of Richard Bromiley and 
Zbig Sobierski. 

Turning around just the one goal 
adrift provided the impetus for cap¬ 
tain Rob Harrison’s halftime speech 
but, despite renewed effort from the 
Vale side, it was Gwent who scored 
next, this time taking advantage of a 
penalty comer move that left the 
visitors’ defence exposed to a shot 
into the far comer. 


The goal was somewhat against 
the mn of play as Penarth gradually 
enjoyed more possession and pres¬ 
sure, but chances on goal were lack¬ 
ing until a quick ball from the back 
was carried on by Tom Davies and 
Dave Watkins, with the latter driv¬ 
ing to the bye-line before providing 
a cross that was converted from 
close range by Dave Thomas. 

Sensing a comeback, Penarth 
decided to once again throw extra 
men forward, leaving a back three 
of Graeme Jones, Craig Llewellyn 
and Ian Smith to contain the Gwent 
threat. 

Unable to produce an equaliser, 
however, the Vale side eventually 
came unstuck as a breakaway over¬ 
whelmed the defence, leaving goal¬ 
keeper Calum Grant unable to deny 
the home side a game-ending third 
goal. 

The defeat left Penarth’s overall 
position unchanged, and the Vale 
side now has a week off to prepare 
for the trip to new league leaders 
Abergavenny. 

The 1st XI, meanwhile, face a 
similar challenge this weekend, 
travelling to top of the table - and 
free-scoring - Lydney, looking to 
avenge a heavy home defeat earlier 
in the campaign. 

Penarth Hockey Club welcomes 
new, old and returning players, 
umpires, supporters, friends and 
helpers, regardless of age and abili¬ 
ty. Training takes place on the arti¬ 
ficial turf at Barry Sport Centre 
every Wednesday, with the juniors 
in action between 6pm and 7pm 
and the seniors between 7pm and 
8pm. 

Further information can be 
obtained from: club secretary Dave 
Stevens 
(i d_stevens81 @ hotmail. co. uk) 

CRAIG LLEWELLYN 



Elis Jackson. 



Rhys James, swimming champion. 


Indoor bowls 
season has 
ended at Sully 


SULLY Indoor 
Bowling Club com¬ 
pleted their league 
season with a 
123-111 win over 
Taff Ely at Sully on 
Saturday, gaining 18 
out of the 22 points 
available. 

Sully won five of their 
10 league games and 
were unlucky not have 
managed a couple of 
more wins, losing two 
games after leading into 
the last couple of ends. 

Saturday was slightly 
different, with Sully 
holding a comfortable 
17-shot lead after 15 
ends. Taff Ely then upped 
their game and started to 
reduce the deficit but 
Sully played solidly to 
win overall by 12 shots. 

Once again, the rink 
skipped by Martin Clarke 
was backbone of the 
Sully team, winning by 
16 shots, ably supported 
by Dave Curtis, Roy 
Richards and Graham 
Cogbill. 

The rink of Brian 
Griffiths was another to 
perform well. With only 
one in the game after the 
14th end, they picked up 
seven shots on the 15th 
end then went on to win 
by nine. 

The other winning 
rink s were those of Dave 
Snelling and Mel 


Newman. Both started 
well and maintained their 
form, each winning by 
four shots. 

Special mention must 
go to Des Bannister, who 
helped out at the last 
minute due to a late with¬ 
drawal and had a superb 
game at lead on Mel 
Newman’s rink. 

Overall, the league 
season proved difficult 
due to availability issues. 
On occasions, the club 
had barely enough names 
to put out a team. With 
more commitment from 
other club members, 
Sully would be able to 
select teams good enough 
to gain promotion. 

A big thanks must go 
to those who supported 
the stadium team 
throughout the season. 

WIBA TRIPLES 
AND PAIRS 

COMPETITIONS. 

Sully Stadium will 
hold five rinks of triples 
on Thursday, February 
20, at 6.30pm and on 
Sunday, February 23, the 
second and third rounds 
of the pairs will be held, 
starting with eight games 
at 10am, with the winners 
continuing at 2pm. 

There are a number of 
internationals playing 
including Robert Weale 
and John Price. Food 
(and bar) available from 
9.15am. 


CRICKET IN BARRY 

BARRY Athletic Cricket Club start pre- 
season nets on Sunday, February 23, at 
Colcot Sports Centre, Colcot Road, Barry, 
12pm till lpm. 

All players, current, old and new are welcome. 
The club is also looking for match sponsors. 
Anyone interested should contact Mark Rees on 
07570 135831 or e-mail 
markrees509@ hotmail. com 


































36 - THE GEM 


www.facebook.com/slamorsansemwww.twitter.com/sem news _Thursday, February 13th, 2014 


VALE GIRLS CELEBRATE 
FUTSAL CUP SUCCESS 


THE Vale Ladies & 

Girls Football Club 
were recently cele¬ 
brating after one of 
their under 12 
teams were 

crowned South 
Wales Girls League 
Futsal Cup 

Champions for 
2014. 

The Futsal Cup which 
took place over a 6 week 
period at indoor facilities 
across south Wales, saw 
26 teams competing in 
regional divisions with 
the winners and runners- 
up of each area progress¬ 
ing to the finals event 
held at the House of 
Sport in Cardiff. 

The Vale Athletic 
team comfortably won 
their regional group win¬ 
ning 15 and drawing 1 of 
their 16 group fixtures. 

In the finals all the _ 

girls put in a great per¬ 
formance beating Troedyrhiw, Porthcawl, 
Valleys Pontypridd and Villa Dino 
Christchurch before playing out a 1-1 draw 
with Cardiff City Ladies to claim the title. 

The girls also created a bit of history as 
the first Cup winners for the club in just 
their second season of existence. 



Coach Luke Williams is hoping for 
more success for the club over the coming 
years. 

“This is a great achievement and hope¬ 
fully just the start for our club as we devel¬ 
op over the next five years. We have put 
excellent foundations in place within the 
grassroots section of our club with around 


60 girls playing between the ages of 7-12.” 

The club trains on a weekly basis in the 
Barry area and are always welcoming new 
players on a regular basis. If you would 
like to get involved in girls football please 
email: valegirlsfc@gmail.com or visit the 
club website www.valegirlsfc.co.uk" 
www. valegirlsfc. co. uk 


SPORTS NEWS FROM COWBRIDGE COMPREHENSIVE 


BADMINTON TEAMS JUST 
MISS OUT ON TITLE TRIPLE 


AFTER convincing wins 
in the regional tourna¬ 
ments, Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School 
had three teams out of 
the four representing the 
Vale in the South Central 
badminton competition. 

The tournament was held at 
Cogan Leisure Centre in 
Penarth, and representing the 
junior girls were Kate 
Workman, Abby Johnson, 
Freya Johnson and Rhian 
Crossman, who faced tough 
opponents from Rumney, 
Lewis Girls and Cardiff High. 

First up were Lewis Girls 
who, although full of energy, 
were no match for a well- 
drilled Cowbridge outfit. 

Next were a spirited Cardiff 
High team, who despite only 
fielding a team of three players, 
acquitted themselves well to 
the challenge. Good wins from 
all four girls saw a comprehen¬ 


sive win for Cowbridge and a 
winner takes all match, versus 
Rumney. 

Kate Workman and Freya 
Johnson won their singles 
games comfortably, ensuring a 
2-0 lead going into the doubles. 

The next two matches saw 
extremely close games but the 
quality of Cowbridge’s team 
saw them run out 4-1 winners, 
lifting the trophy and crowning 
them South Central Welsh 
Champions. 

The junior boys came into 
the competition full of confi¬ 
dence after an outstanding dis¬ 
play during the regional com¬ 
petition. 

Evan Thomas, Harry 
Donnithome, Michael Cox and 
Will Stewart started their com¬ 
petition against a resilient 
Cardiff High team with a cou¬ 
ple of outstanding players of 
their own. 

Evan, Michael and Harry all 
won their matches and a com¬ 


fortable 4-1 victory was 
achieved. Next were St John’s, 
who again had talent within 
their ranks. 

However, at this level talent 
alone isn’t enough. Sheer guts, 
determination and a pinch of 
class was needed to achieve 
another 4-1 win. 

St Cenydd were next, and 
they were suffering after being 
humbled in their two previous 
matches. Cowbridge were in no 
mood for sympathy, as they 
piled on even more misery with 
a 5-0 win. 

Last and not least was the 
team from Ebbw Vale. Victory 
in this game would secure the 
title and this was achieved 
comfortably with another 5-0 
win. 

An outstanding performance 
from a very talented group of 
players who will go on to rep¬ 
resent the school for years to 
come. 

Finally, the Key Stage 4 


team of Sam Stewart, Matthew 
Reynolds, Finn Murphy and 
Josh Evans stepped up to try 
and retain the trophy they won 
last year. 

First up were Bishop of 
Llandaff who have been stiff 
competition at this stage in pre¬ 
vious years. The boys from 
Cowbridge produced a resolute 
display to come out 3-2 win¬ 
ners in their first fixture. 

Next were the team from 
Rumney, who had a couple of 
very talented players in their 
ranks. Matthew and Sam won 
both their singles fixtures and 
this set up a convincing 4-1 win 
overall. 

The last opponents were Y 
Pant, who could be considered 
as local rivals. This was a win¬ 
ner takes all match which 
escaped the team from 
Cowbridge, who came up 
against better opposition on the 
day. second place was an excel¬ 
lent achievement nonetheless. 


Cavaliers’ junior 
coaching sessions 


OUR junior pro¬ 
grammes run from 
Sunday, February 
9 until Sunday, 
April 13 from 12am 
to 2pm at Llantwit 
Major Leisure 
Centre. 

The under 9 s and 11s 
are from from 12pm to 
lpm. 

The under 13s and 
15s will run from lpm 
to 2pm. 

Is your child interest¬ 
ed in trying cricket? The 
sport is like no other in 
developing social and 
life skills. 

We are offering crick¬ 


et taster sessions with 
top qualified coaches. 

The indoor sessions 
cost £2 a session and are 
open to all youth players 
at the under 9, 11, 13 
and 15 age groups - so 
essentially ages from 
seven to 15.. 

Equipment will be 
provided and we will be 
using both cricket and 
soft balls and using the 
net facilities, the ses¬ 
sions will be run by 
England and Wales 
cricket board (ECB) 
accredited coaches. 

Dave Cheal 


RAIN DOESN’T 
STOP PLAY AT 
SOUTHERNDOWN! 


D ESPITE the recent 
heavy rainfall, 
Southerndown golf 
course has not been closed, 
even for a day. 

Elsewhere, golfers complain that 
their courses are unplayable in winter; 
their shoes get muddy, they can’t use 
buggies or trolleys, they get frustrated 
by course closures and even when 
their courses are open, they have to 
play on winter tees and greens. 

Southerndown members are lucky 
enough to be able to play all year 
round in near-perfect conditions, 
thanks to the unique features of this 
area of the Vale of Glamorgan. And, 


of course, they have spectacular 
views to enjoy, too! 

2014 promises to be a great year in 
the history of this famous club, with 
two major golfing events, in addition 
to the annual Duncan Putter. In July 
a Senior Open Qualifier is being 
staged at Southerndown, and then in 
August the club plays host to the top 
amateur golfers of the UK as the four 
nations compete in the Home 
Internationals. A year to remember! 

In the meantime, you can book a 4- 
ball at Southerndown for £100 in 
February (quote C2M-Gem) to see 
whether Second Club membership is 
for you. Call 01656 880476. 


Cottrell Park 
short-listed in 


golf awards 


COTTRELL Park Golf Resort 
has been shortlisted for the 
national Golfer's Choice Golf 
Club of the Year awards. 

The Golfer's Choice award scheme 
recognises the very best of UK golf 
clubs through votes and scores provid¬ 
ed by club members. 

From nominated UK-wide golf 
clubs, the St Nicholas club received 
votes and scores that has seen it 
achieve a top ten position in the cate¬ 
gory, 'best golf club for members'. 

Gaynor Openshaw-Smith, sales and 
marketing director at Cottrell Park 
Golf Resort, said: “We were delighted 
to have been shortlisted for an industry 
award, but most importantly it has pro¬ 
vided an insight into the level of cus¬ 
tomer satisfaction at the resort; it 


seems that our members are pleased 
with the value, level of service, facili¬ 
ties and golf experience they receive 
with us - an excellent achievement for 
our whole team.” 

From ten finalists, the award win¬ 
ners will now be selected by a panel of 
industry judges. 

A spokesman for the awards said: 
“We believe it’s not just the quality of 
the course that makes a good golf club, 
it’s a combination of customer service, 
facilities and value for money which 
all combine to give a great golfing 
experience to every player. 

“Getting it right requires a lot of 
hard work from staff and management 
alike. Through the Golf Club Awards 
we’ll find out which clubs are working 
the hardest to provide a great golf 
experience.” 


NEWS FROM BARRY CHESS CLUB 


Bosuns keep up 
title pressure 


IT was a busy week 
for the Barry Chess 
Club, with three 
matches in the East 
Glamorgan Chess 
League and the 
third round of the 
club championship. 

In a Swiss-style tour¬ 
nament, it takes a few 
rounds to sort out the 
stronger players from the 
rest. There were no real 
shocks but plenty of inter¬ 
esting games. 

Peter Watkins and 
Chris Green are two play¬ 
ers who should be some¬ 
where in the middle of 
the pack so it was surpris¬ 
ing that after two rounds 
they were the only play¬ 
ers without any points at 
all. 

So, when they played 
each other, perhaps cau¬ 
tion was the watchword 
as they fought out a draw. 
Just above them was a 
clash between Martin 
Ricketts and new boy 
John Stephenson. 

Before Christmas, 
John was beating every¬ 
one but since then he has 
found life much harder 
and has lost all of his 
games in 2014, so again it 
was no surprise to see 
Martin take the victory. 

In the higher echelons, 
Lee Davis had a tough 
match against Dave 
Parsons. There were 
opportunities for Dave 
but eventually the victory 
went to Lee. 

On the top board 
Ashley Davis had a very 
long game with Ken 
Hannah. For a long time 
it seemed that Ken would 
hold out for a draw but 
somehow Ashley found a 
winning move to allow 
him to queen a pawn for a 
winning advantage to 
maintain his 100 per cent 
record. 

As we approach the 
fourth round, Ashley has 
three points to lead the 
table. The bowl is current¬ 
ly led by Ken Hannah 
with two points and the 
plate leader is Dave 
Mahoney with a win, 


draw and a loss for 1.5. 

The Barry Bosons and 
the Barry Gambits both 
travelled to take on teams 
from St John’s College. 
The Barry teams were 
much stronger than their 
opponents so anticipated 
big wins. 

The Bosons duly man¬ 
aged four wins with only 
Lee Davis slipping up, 
although he managed a 
draw against one of his 
bogey opponents, Robert 
Taylor to give the Bosons 
a 4.5 - 0.5 win. This 
result maintains their 
position as second in the 
division. 

With the Cardiff 
Castles only picking up 
3.5 points, the Bosons 
edge closer to the top spot 
and are now only two 
points behind the Castles. 

Although the Camelots 
did not have a game this 
week they remain in sev¬ 
enth place just above the 
Cardiff Pawns who are 
still in the relegation zone. 
The Pawns picked up 3.5 
points and trail the 
Camelots by only 1.5 
points. 

The Gambits also won 
easily with four victories. 
Windsor Lewis was the 
unlucky player to lose to a 
queen and bishop attack. 

Jason Grice earned his 
second victory in his first 
season but his game was 
played at a blitz pace, 
winning in approximately 


60 moves but only using 
15 minutes. 

In a similar time frame 
Dave Mahoney conjured 
a win but only took 10 
moves. This victory 
moves the Gambits up to 
fourth place, but the 
Bridgend Central Express 
are only a point behind 
with a game in hand. 

In the second division, 
the Quarks had a home 
game with Pentyrch A. 
Chris Green won a match 
with Will Harwood even 
though he was giving 
away 300 rating points. 

Kevin Gandy and Peter 
Watkins both earned 
draws against opponents 
rated 200 points higher to 
leave the Quarks as los¬ 
ers, but only by a score of 
3-2. 

The Quarks remain in 
ninth place and are now 
only three points be hin d 
the Cardiff Crowns and 
North Cardiff Cheetahs, 
but with a game in hand, 
so it is still all to play for. 

The Barry Chess Club 
meets at 7:30 pm each 
Monday at the West End 
Club, St Nicholas Road, 
Barry. The club is open to 
players of all standards; 
whether you are interest¬ 
ed in playing competitive 
chess or just the occasion¬ 
al friendly games. 

For more details, visit 
http://barrychessclub.yol- 
asite.com 

Phil Jones 


Sully Bridge 
Club results 


Sully Bridge Club Results for Wednesday, 
February 5: 

North / South: First Peter Milar/Trish Tracy, 61.28; 
second Moira Currie/Hilary Laurence, 61.20; third 
Ev Kerslake/Vernon Peame, 61.03. 

East / West: First Bill Leybum/Lynne Leybum 
55.17; second Peter Craig/Hazel Craig 54.39; 
thirdJudy Collins /Janet Cunnington 54.02. 

Saturday February 8: 

North/South: First Trish Tracy/Peter Millar 
61.90; second Alan Jones/Carolyn Matthews 57.74; 
third Anne Mahoney/Dave Mahoney 57.44. 

East / West: First Pam Sherman/Pat Verdon 
63.99; second Hazel Craig/Peter Craig 57.14; third 
Helen Davies / Belinda Davies 52.08 

Evarard Kerslake 
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60 MERCEDES Benz C Class C200 CDi Blue 
Efficiency, Executive SE, 4-Dr [Command] Met 
Black, Diesel, 1 Owner, FSH, Sat Nav, Parking 
Sensors, 6 Speed 77K 


£11,690 



59 VW Passat 2 Litre, Highline TDi CR DPS, 5- 
Dr Estate, Met Silver, Diesel, FSH, Heated 
Seats, MFSW, Air Con, Cross Control, 91K 


£7,990 



54 VW Touareg 2.5 TDi, 5-Dr, Met Blue 
Diesel, FSH, Full Black Leather, 6 Speed, 
Heated Seats, Parking Sensors, 99k 


£6,990 



59 VW Fox 1.2, 3-Dr, Met Grey, 1 
Owner, FSH, CD Player, PAS, 43K 


£3,990 


10 FORD Fiesta 1.6 Zetec S, 3-Dr, 
White, 1 Owner, FSH, 6 Speed, 
MFSW, Air Con, Privacy Glass, 30K 


10 RENAULT Laguna 1.5 DCi, Eco 2 
Dynamique, Tom Tom, 5-Dr, Met Grey, Diesel, 
1 Owner, FSH, Parking Sensors, 

Half Black Leather, Climate Control, 85K 


£8,390 


£5,390 


07 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2i 16v, SXi, 
5-Dr. Met Silver, Alloys, MFSW, CD 
Player, E/Windows, C/Locking, 64K 


£3,990 



58 MINI Hatch Cooper 1.6, 3-Dr, Red, 
Air Con, Alloys, CD Player, EAA/indows, 
C/Locking, 76K 


£5,990 



09 AUDI A4 2 Litre CDi 143, S Line, 4- 
Dr, Met Blue, Diesel, Half Black Leather, 
Cruise & Climate Control, 81K 


£11,490 



735555 www.abcarsalesltd.co.uk 


59 Ford Focus 1.6 TDCi Style, 5-Dr 
[110] [DPS], Met Black, Diesel, 1 
Owner, FSH, Air Con, CD Player, 89K 


£5,790 


SAT NAVjrs 

CF63 2NW 



BATTERIES • 4x4 TYRES • SHOCKS • BRAKES • MOT’S • DISCS • SERVICING 

ZtRIDCESTOflE 

PREMIUM SPECIALS 

Size / Make Price 

195/50 VR15 Bridgestone T001 £ 56.50 

195/65 VR15 Bridgestone T001 £ 63.50 

205/55 VR 16 Bridgestone T001 £ 71.50 

225/45 YR17 Bridgestone S001 £ 97.50 

225/40 YR18 Bridgestone S001 XL £ 115.00 


GOODYEAR DUNLOP 1 

PREMIUM SPECIALS 

195/65 VR 15 

205/55 VR 16 

GOODYEAR #< 

EfficientGrip £01.95 

GOODYEAR w Q 

EfficientGrip £00.95 

195/55 HR 16 

GOODYEAR 

205/55 VR 16 

DUNLOP wfk 

BluResponse £00.95 

Excellence AA 
RunOnFlat £77.50 


EXHAUSTS 

To fit Ford Ka 1.3 '02-'08 

Rear Silencer (154-123) only £w Y.95 

BATTERIES 

With 3 YEAR WARRANTY _ A ^ 
(UK063E) only £ 47.95 


=JW€*jM 

TYRES 

PREMIUM SPECIALS 

Size / Make Price 

205/55WR16 Avon ZV5 £ 64.95 

215/55WR16 Avon ZV5 X/L £ 85.95 

225/45WR17 Avon ZV5 X/L £ 88.95 

225/40WR18 Avon ZV5 X/L £ 99.95 

WINTER SPECIALS 


195/65 HR 15 Avon Ice 

£ 69.95 


205/55 HR 16 Avon Ice 

£ 79.95 


STANDARD TYRES from 

^ £31.95 

165/70TR13 . 

175/70TR14 . 

175/65TR14 . 

FROM ONLY £31.95 
FROM ONLY £38.95 
FROM ONLY £33.50 

PERFORMANCE TYRES from 

► £38.50 

185/65HR14 . 

185/65HR15 . 

195/65HR15 . 

FROM ONLY £38.50 
FROM ONLY £38.95 
FROM ONLY £39.75 

HIGH PERFORMANCE TYRES from 

► £39.95 

185/55VR15 . 

195/50VR15 . 

195/65VR15 . 

205/55VR16 . 

FROM ONLY £41.00 
FROM ONLY £42.50 
FROM ONLY £39.95 
FROM ONLY £44.95 

ULTRA HIGH PERFORMANCE TYRES from 

► £47.95 


IF YOUR TYRE SIZE IS NOT SHOWN PLEASE CALL FOR A QUOTATION. 

AIL INCLUSIVE PRICES WITH NO HIDDEN EXTRAS! 


205/55WR16 . FROM ONLY £47.95 

215/55WR16 . FROM ONLY £53.95 

225/45WR17. FROM ONLY £49.95 

225/40WR18 . FROM ONLY £49.< 



BARRY 

Cardiff Road, Cadoxton 
Barry AA 

CF63 2QW TT 

01446 733167 



CARDIFF 

271 Penarth Road 
Cardiff AA I 
CF11 8TT “ 

02920382644 


A flUHjUy UcK, yW STTMs ^0 


WE ARE OPEN: MONDAY - FRIDAY 8.00am - 5.30pm, SATURDAYS 8.00am - 4.00pm. | | 

OUR PRICES ARE ALL INCLUSIVE - NO HIDDEN EXTRAS! ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED. 
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• NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! • NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! • NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! • NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! • 



06 HYUNDAI Coupe 2.0 SE 

In red, with leather, 42,000 miles, 

£3,495 



08 LAND ROVER Discovery 3 
2.7 Diesel HSE Automatic 

In Silver with black leather, 58,000 miles, high spec 

£19,995 



58 SMART FourTwo Passion 

In black/silver with stop/start, 

13,000 miles, 1 owner 

£4,995 



04 MINI Cooper (Pepper) 

In met blue, 68,000 miles, 1 owner with 
a/c, very nice example 

£4,495 



04 MERCEDES C200 Diesel 

Light met blue, 89,000 miles 

£4,695 


M MERCEDES S1K 350.Auto 55 K)A Spoilage 2.0 CRDi XE 58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.9 CDTi 

In Sliver with iMther.^nav^air scarf 5 . dr b|ack f 6 000 ® i|es , , ady owner 5-Dr, silver, 33,000 miles, diesel 

£8,995 £5,995 £6,495 

JUST A. SELECTION OF OUR STOCK... 

LAND ROVER Discovery 3 2.7 Diesel HSE, 

Automatic, 7-Seater. in silver with black leather, 

58,000 miles, high spec.£19,995 

MERCEDES C200 CDi Blue Efficiency Executive SE. 

In white, with black leather trim, 28,000 miles .£14,995 
SAAB 9.5 Vector SE 2.0 TD (160) Auto. In met grey, 

41,000 miles with leather trim.£13,495 

09 VOLVO C30 2.0 Diesel Sport. In cosmic white, 43,000 
miles, coupe at.£8,995 

54 MERCEDES SLK 350 Auto. In silver, with leather, sat 

nav, air scarf etc, stylish convertible at .£8,995 

11 VW Polo 1.2 Diesel (75) SE. In silver, 65,000 miles, 

fantastic value at .£7,995 

MITSUBISHI Outlander 2.0 Diesel Warrior. In silver, 

with black leather, ideal 4x4 7-seater.£7,995 

BMW X5 3.0 Sport Auto. In silver with black leather, 

86,000 miles, nice example at .£6,995 

FORDS-Max 1.8 Diesel Zetec 7 Seater. In silver, 

82,000 miles, very nice example at .£6,995 

FORD Ka 1.4 Diesel Zetec In bright met blue, 29,000 

miles, 1 owner, fantastic MPG .£6,795 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.9 CDTi Design 5-Dr. In silver, 

33,000 miles diesel at.£6,495 

SUZUKI Swift 1.3 SZ3 3-dr. In burnt orange, 20,000 

miles, low insurance.Reduced to £5,995 

RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique. New shape, 

62,000 miles, in met silver.£5,995 

08 SEAT Leon 1.6 Stylance. In met gold, 57,000 miles, 

stylish family hatch .£5,995 

08 FORD Mondeo 2.0 TDCi Edge Auto. In blue, 31,000 
mile diesel, in very nice condition.£5,995 

55 KIA Sportage 2.0 CRDi XE 5-dr. In black, 76,000 

miles, 1 lady owner, diesel 4x4 at .£5,995 

58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SXi 5-Dr. In Silver, 58,000 miles, 

2 owners, ideal family hatch.£5,495 

58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SXi Coupe. In black, 63,000 

miles, 2 owners, very attractive at .£5,495 

07 SSANGYONG Rexton RX 270 SE Diesel 7-Seater. In 
silver, black leather, DVD etc, 63,000 miles, 4x4 .£5,495 
PEUGEOT 207 Verve 1.4 3-Dr. In gunmetal, metalic, 

39,000 miles, alloys, a/c etc.£5,295 

CHEVROLET Sport 1.2LT. In electric blue, 43,000, 

£30 road tax.£4,995 

58 SMART FourTwo Passion. In black/silver with 

stop/start, 13,000 miles, 1 owner.£4,995 

57 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Diesel Zetec Climate 5-Dr. In met 

blue, 39,000 miles, £30 road tax .£4,995 

JAGUAR S-Type 2.5 SE Auto. In black with black 

leather, 49,000 miles, with sat-nav.£4,995 

CITROEN Cl 1.0 Code 5-Dr. In black, 35,000 miles, 

low insurance.£4,795 

54 VW Beetle 2.0 Convertable. In black, with cream 

leather heated seats, 76,000 miles.£4,695 

04 MERCEDES C200 Diesel Avantgarde SE Auto. In 

light met blue, 89,000 miles.£4,695 

FORD FIESTA 1.2 Zetec Climate 3-Dr. In apple green 
metallic .£4,495 


59 


10 


10 


58 


60 SUZUKi Swift 1.3 SZ3 

3-dr. Burnt Orange, 20,000 Miles, Low Ins. 

£5,995 


08 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style 5-Dr. In met purple, 21,000 

miles .£4,695 

57 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Club 3-Dr. In silver, 54,000 

miles, low insurance.£4,495 

04 MINI Cooper (Pepper). In met blue, 68,000 miles, 1 

owner with a/c, very nice example .£4,495 

08 RENAULT Megane 1.5 DCi Techrun 3-Dr. In met 

sand, 55,000 miles.£4,295 

07 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec 5-Dr. In met grey, 70,000 miles 

with a/c, alloys etc .£4,295 

08 MAZDA 2 1.4TS2 3-dr. In red, nice bright local car, £30 

road tax, low insurance .£3,995 

08 FIAT Grand Punto 1.2 Active 360. In red, 51,000 

miles, sporty. Hatch at .£3,995 

57 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 M Play 3-Dr. In red, 36,000 miles, 
low insurance.£3,995 

55 MERCEDES Cl80 Kompressor SE Auto. In silver, 

fantastic value, executive saloon .£3,995 

54 JAGUAR Style 3.0 Sport Auto. In Jaguar racing green 
with beige leather, 89,000 miles, superb example at .£3,995 
54 LAND ROVER Freelancer 1.8 SE 5-Dr. In silver, 3with 

black leather, 75,000 miles.£3,995 

07 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SXi Coupe. In black, a/c, alloys 

etc.£3,795 

57 FORD Focus 1.6 Style 5-dr. In met blue, 67,000 miles 
with a/c .Reduced to £3,695 

56 MAZDA 6TS 2.0 Automatic. In met grey, 51,000 miles, 

nice example.£3,695 

06 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec 3-Dr Climate. In black, 43,000 

miles .£3,695 

06 TOYOTA Aygo 1.0 VVTi Sport. In met grey, 69,000 

miles, £30 road tax .£3,695 

07 VAUXHALL Vectra 1.8 Exclusive Estate. In met blue, 

76,000 miles and loads of space.£3,495 

06 HYUNDAI Coupe 2.0 SE. In red, with leather, 42,000 

miles, fantastic value at .£3,495 

05 RENAULT Kangoo 1.2. In blue, 26,000 miles, adapted 

for wheelchair access.£3,495 

54 VW Beetle 1.8T In ice blue metallic, with black leather 

trim, 52,000 miles .£3,495 

07 CITROEN C2 1.4 Furio. In red, 66,000 miles, low 

insurance.£3,295 

03 VW Polo 1.4 Diesel TDi SE 5-Dr. In red with leather 

trim, 58,000 miles with sunroof, alloys .£3,295 

08 FORD KA 1.3 Style. In silver, 39,000 miles, low 

insurance.£2,995 

05 CITROEN C2 1.4 Diesel LX. In black, 73,000 miles, 

2 owners .£2,995 

05 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.7 Diesel Breeze. In met grey, 

77,000 miles with a/c etc .£2,995 

04 SUZUKI Wagon R 1.3 GL+. In met blue, 31,000 miles, 

2 owners .£2,995 

04 SUZUKI Wagon R 1.3 Automatic. In met blue, 73,000 

miles, easy to get in and out .£2,695 

04 SUZUKI Ignis 1.5 Sport. In silver, 66,000 miles with 
Racaro seats, white alloys etc .£2,495 



58 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec Climate 3-Dr. 

In apple green, metallic 

£4,495 



09 VOLVO C30 2.0 Diesel Sport 

In cosmic white, 43,000 miles, coupe 

£8,995 



60 FORD Ka 1.4 Diesel Zetec 

Bright met blue, 29,000 miles, 1 owner, 
fantastic mpg 

£6,795 

* 



R3C 


54 VW Beetle 2.0 Convertable 

In black, with cream leather heated 
seats, 76,000 miles 

£4,695 


All cars su 

Just a small sel 


pplied 

lection of 


'with new MoT and 3 months RAC 'warranty. 

our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


R3C 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry Train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • All CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • All MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 


u 



MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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Compact convertible suits the British weather 


T HE Citroen DS3 Cabrio is the only 
convertible in its class to accom¬ 
modate five passengers and to be 
equipped with a 245-litre boot and split 
folding rear seat. 

That boot initially looks tiddly but after the lid 
is lifted it is large enough for a standard pushchair 
(with the rear wheels removed), which I must say 
surprises me. 

As I sit inside the top-of-the-range 155bhp 
model I recall testing a Lexus IS250C luxury con¬ 
vertible. I was at the traffic lights when the sun 
decided to come out and I pressed the button for 
the roof to go down. 

Almost instantaneously, the lights went to green 
and I had to get moving. As soon as the car 
moved, the roof stopped going down and so I was 
driving with it half up and with part of the boot lid 
still open. 

I pulled over as soon as it was safe to do so. A 
ridiculous situation to be in, and unsafe. 

Thank goodness there is finally a convertible 
that is well suited to the British weather and to 
impatient motorists like me. Because the roof does 
not fold back into the boot but above the rear win¬ 
dow, it makes it more practical all round, which is 
why the roof can be operated at speeds of up to 
75mph. 


By Tim Saunders 

The DS3’s high quality canvas roof comple¬ 
ments the bodywork and to the unknowing, it 
appears to be simply a hot hatch but we know oth¬ 
erwise. On first acquaintance the vehicle looks just 
like the DS3 coupe. 

My test takes place in the middle of winter with 
lashing rain and, much to my wife’s distaste, I 
have to experience driving with the roof down. 

Controlled by a button on the overhead console, 
the hood opens and closes in just 16 seconds flat, 
which is just as well, because when the weather 
gets too unbearable that roof just has to go up. 

It’s just as well that it is fitted with a hardwear- 
ing interior that features leather seats and much 
plastic, which copes with excess rainwater well. 
But the great thing is that with the air conditioning 
turned up to maximum heat, you can enjoy all the 
benefits of open top driving with the advantage of 
a hot climate. 

When the DS3 Cabrio’s roof is open an aerody¬ 
namic front deflector reduces wind noise and 
deflects air currents to prevent buffeting. 

The sophisticated Infinite Blue roof material is 
in blue and violet, created by a weave of three dif¬ 
ferent coloured threads. One of these is shiny, 
with each thread reacting differently to changes in 



light conditions. 

Inside, the two-door DS3 Cabrio is a distinctive 
and sophisticated cabin which includes all-new 
upholstery choices, including Granite Blue leather, 
while there is white LED ambient lighting around 
the ceiling console and white lights in the instru¬ 
ment cluster. 

The trouble is that although it is marketed as a 
five seater, with the best will in the world it does¬ 
n’t fit five adults in comfort. Even with our two 
child seats in the back, it is necessary for the front 
seats to be pushed forward, uncomfortably so for 


the driver, making it fine for short distances but 
not longer. 

The ideal scenario is for three little scamps in 
the back and then the adults in the front have a rea¬ 
sonable amount of legroom. 

The DS3 Cabrio’s dashboard, air vent surround 
and gear knob are also colour coded to the body 
colour and soft top. 

At just 3.95m long the DS3 Cabrio is compact 
enough to get into tight parking spaces, which is 
extremely important where I live because the coun¬ 
cil has taken it upon itself to put double yellow 
lines almost everywhere. 

Externally, the DS3 Cabrio has eye-catching 
rear lights incorporating a chrome-finished DS 
logo, 17-inch alloys and a double chrome exhaust 
further adding to its cool sporting appeal. 

It’s a gutsy, fun car to drive with plenty of 
power, if required. As with all convertibles it 
makes a great second car. 

Facts at a glance: 

DSport THP 1.6-litre 155 6-speed manu¬ 
al 

Price: £22,100 

Top speed: 132mph 

0-60mph: 8.2secs 

Economy: 47.9mpg 

Watch the video at www.testdrives.hiz. 


ON AND OFF THE TURF 
with Brian Lee 

DIAMOND IS 
FOR EVAN 

L IKE A Diamond, a four-year-old 

bay gelding trained by Llancarfan’s 
Evan Williams, landed the princi¬ 
pal race - the Coral APP Download 
From The App Store Handicap - at 
Wolverhampton last Friday evening. 

Ridden by T P Queally, the 3-1 chance scored by 
three parts of a length from the favourite Sagesse to 
claim the £5,175 first prize. 

Evan, a former national champion point-to-point 
rider, is really known as a jumps trainer, but he has 
saddled a number of flat race winners in the past. 

In his popular Saturday Daily Mirror racing col¬ 
umn, Evan said of the Ireland v Wales rugby inter¬ 
national: “I’m putting my money on the Red 
Dragons at a shade of odds against. I think this one 
will be very tight.” 

Evan, please keep your tips to the horses. You’re 
much better at it! 

NELLIE’S 
ELEGANT WIN 

TL 'TELLIE The Elegant , a three-year- 
/%/ old bay filly trained at Aberthin by 
X 1 Tim Vaughan and racing in public 
for the first time took the 32 Red. Com 
Maiden Fillies’ Stakes at Wolverhampton 
on Saturday evening. 

Partnered by Bargoed’s David Probert, the 16-1 
outsider kept on gamely in the final furlong to beat 
the well fancied Rose Kazan by half-a-length. 

RHOOSE BOY 
TO COMPETE 
IN EUROPEAN 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

ASTON CURNICK 
of Rhoose JSTKD 
has been sponsored 
to compete at the 
European 
Championships in 
Switzerland in 
April. 

Ashton, who com¬ 
petes under the instruc¬ 
tion of Joseph Schembri, 
has been selected by the 
Welsh squad to represent 
the junior color belt 
team. 

Watts Coaches of 
Cowbridge has donated 
funds so that Ashton can 
travel and represent his 
club and country. 

Ashton and JSTKD 
would like to thank 
Watts for the support and 
all at the club wish 



Ashton Curnick 
of Rhoose. 

Ashton luck on his jour¬ 
ney to Switzerland. 

For more information 
on Tae Kwon Do in the 
Vale telephone 07711 
234 500 or visit 

jstkd.co.uk. 


LLANTWIT UNDER-13S TURN ON 
THE STYLE AT THE ARMS PARK 



ABOVE: Moment of pride - the under 13s at the Arms Park. 


LMRFC U13s put on a spec¬ 
tacular show at the Cardiff 
Arms Park. 

Llantwit Major RFC U13s traveled 
to the Cardiff Arms Park last Sunday 
on a wet and windy day. Llantwit knew 
before the game they would be up 
against it having lost to Clwb Rygbi 
last year. 

The boys embraced the professional 
setup by using the Blues’ changing 
rooms and also running out the tunnel 
for their warm up before the game. 

The game started with Llantwit 
playing into the wind first half but 
straight from the whistle the Major 
started the game with a bang. 

A superb catch from the kick off by 
captain Beiber Hodge saw Llantwit 
build and control the game playing the 
ball tight and driving it up with their 
forwards. A series of ‘pick and go’s’ 
saw Llantwit on the Clwb’s 22m line 
and a final push from the pack mauled 
the ball over the line. Second row 
Connor Treadgold was the man in pos¬ 
session of the ball. 

With the wind firmly in the sails of 
Llantwit it wasn’t long before Llantwit 
put more points on the scoreboard this 
time coming from fullback Iwan 
Robinson-Booth whose blistering pace 
carved through a huge gap and crossed 


the whitewash for another score. 

Another try came for the Major. 
This time from outside centre Dylan 
Holloway who run a beautiful line 20 
metres out to cross for the third try of 
the game. 

Llantwit then made the mistake of 
sitting back and a little change in the 
weather saw Llantwit’s dominance 
slowly defuse and Clwb scored 2 tries 
in quick succession to make it 17-12. It 
looked like a fightback was on the 
cards and it wasn’t long before the 
game broke up and Clwb scored their 
third try of the game to take it to 17-15 
with 5 minutes left before the interval. 

The half time score finished at 17- 
15 to Clwb. 

Treadgold barged his way over the 
line to score early in the second half. 

Centre Holloway hoofed the ball 40 
metres down field and with an incredi¬ 
ble change of speed fullback Iwan 
Robinson-Booth chased the ball. 
Having the whole length of the field to 
make up and 6 Clwb players in 
between him and the bouncing ball he 
beat them all and with a silky bit of 
footwork he controlled it over the try 
line to score. 

With the clock ticking Llantwit 
wanted to make this game their own 
and fly half Padmore tore the opposi¬ 
tion backline to pieces. 


With the opposition unsure of 
Padmore’s thinking they were all over 
the shop and it gave centres Fraser 
Prior and Morgan Jenkins a good plat¬ 
form to attack from and to make it 
harder for Clwb’s defence. 

Treadgold pickeded up a superb pop 
pass from the ground by flanker 
Callum Mclnnes to smash his way 
through the Clwb defence. With 
Connor’s dad betting a tenner a try it 
got worse for him as Connor scored 
once more to take the score to 48-17 
and his peronal tally to 5. 

A dominant performance and a 


superb victory. The boys wished 
Padmore a happy birthday. 

We train every Tuesday and 
Thursday. For more info contact me on 
07557 128 861. 

Squad: Dom Henson, Rhys Roberts, 
Tyler Chandler-Haines, Connor 
Treadgold, Brandon Hughes, Lewis 
Fryer, Mason Richardson, Callum 
Mclnnes, Joss Harris, Owen Hodge ©, 
Ben Wilson, Liam Padmore, Morgan 
Jenkins, Dylan Holloway, Fraser Prior, 
Iwan Robinson-Booth, Luc Williams, 
Josh Dunn, Kyle Cates. 

Kris Pilcher 


LLANHARRY WIN TOP OF TABLE CLASH 

COWBRIDGE DARTS 
LEAGUE ROUND-UP 


ON Tuesday, February 4, Llanharry came 
one step closer to becoming this year’s 
league champions when they beat their 
nearest rivals Edmondes B 7-2. 

However, the race for third spot is now wide open. 
The Hare and Hound moved up to third spot by 
defeating the Old Post Ladies 7-2, replacing the Cross 
Inn who lost 3-6 to the Edmondes A. 

The Edmondes C slipped further down after losing 
3-6 to the Farmers Arms. In the other match the 
Highwayman Inn also joined the race for third slot 
winning 7-2 against the Star Inn. 

So the league standings are: Llanharry (96 points), 
Edmondes B (81), Hare and Hounds (57), Cross Inn 
(55), Edmondes C and Edmondes A (53), Farmers 
Arms and Highwayman Inn (49), Old Post Ladies 
(22), The Star Inn (16). 

The next matches are on Tuesday, February 18, 
when there is a full programme of league matches. 
Edmondes B hosts the Hare and Hounds; the Farmers 
Arms hosts the Edmondes A; the Star Inn hosts 
Llanharry; the Edmondes C hosts the Highwayman 
Inn, while the Cross Inn hosts the Old Post Ladies. 

The first matches start at 8.30pm and spectators are 
welcome. 

So if a group of you is interested in forming a team 


(six players minimum) and your local pub is willing 
to host you, get in touch and register your interest. 

For further information e-mail Paul at cow- 
bridgedarts@gmail.com, up-to-date information can 
be found on the website: www.darts.apsn.co.uk. It is 
time to start thinking about next season! PJT 

Junior cricket 
for Cowbridge 

COWBRIDGE Cricket Club is organising, 
winter net sessions at Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School, with coaching by 
fully qualified coaches. 

Under-9s - eight weeks starting Thursday, 
February 13, 6.30pm to 7.30pm 

Under-lls - Wednesdays, 6.30pm to 8.30pm 
Under-13s and under-15s - Wednesdays, 8.30pm 
to 9.30pm 

The club will be running junior teams (under-9, 
under-11, under-13 and under-15) in the Cardiff and 
The Vale League and the National Knockout Cup. 

For further information, contact Sara Russell on 
07806 483722 or visit www.cowbridgecricket.co.uk 


Latest results in the 
Barry darts league 

IN the Barry Darts League, BFC Allsorts 
maintained their place at the top of the 
league with a narrow 5-4 win away to the 
Wanderers. 

Park Weasels overcame the Billy Ghosts 5-4, 
with Mike Blackmore hitting a 101 out shot. The 
Cwm Talwg also had a 5-4 win against the Plastics 
and the Poachers had a 7-2 victory over the 
Dartonians, with Ray Way hitting a 114 out. 

In the first division, The Throws of Despair 
stretched their lead, at the top of the table, with a 8-1 
win over the Starlets. 

The Mariners 66 kept up the pressure with a 5-4 
win over the Cambrian Runways, Ronnie Miles hit a 
180 during the match. Pat’s 26s beat the Caddy Cons 
Raiders 6-3. 

RL 


Bridge results 

THE Latest results from Barrivale Bridge 
Club are as follows: 

January 28. First, Mike Close and Denis Mottram 
(67.01 per cent); second, Kay Dyer and Mark 
Roderick (59.38); third, Mike Best and Peter Millar 
(57.99). 

Bryn Gough and Dave Reed won on handicap 
New members are always welcome at Barrivale. 
For more information, telephone 01446 418380, 
01446 733425 or call at the Pioneer Flail, Beryl 
Road, Barry on Tuesdays at 7pm. 
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GEM sport 


Wales and the Six Nations 



ROUT IN THE DUBLIN RAIN... 

BUT DON’T WRITE OFF 
WELSH TEAM JUST YET! 


““The Irish were superb and we were very 
disappointing”, admitted Wales’ New 
Zealand head coach, after watching his 
team comprehensively crushed in the 
wind and rain in Dublin by a fired-up 
Ireland side, led from the front by Paul 
O’Connell and Brian O’Driscoll, and 
finally undone by precision kicking from 
the home outside half. 

...But the coach wasn’t Warren Gatland... 

The date was February 3, 2002, and it was his 
fellow countryman Graham Henry being inter¬ 
viewed, after seeing his Wales side (which includ¬ 
ed current assistant coaches Rob Howley and 
Robin McBride) humiliated by a record 54-10 
defeat that saw the demoralised Kiwi vacating his 
post after just three and a half years and retreating 
Down Under to higher things! 

While there is little danger of history repeating 
itself in 2014, Saturday’s stunning 26-3 result, 
though not as traumatic as 12 years ago, was 
equally as emphatic - and the sense of deja vu was 
palpable as a grim-faced Gatland faced the media 
afterwards. 


BACK PAGE COMMENT 

by Don John 


papadam 

. m EXCLUSIVE 
K& OFFER FOR 

VALENTINE’S 

13th, 14th, & 15th Feb 
Thurs, Fri & Sat only 


LOVE BIRD 
SPECIAL 

2 starters, 2 main 
dishes, 2 pilau rice, 

I nan, I mint sauce 
& I chutney. 

£17.50 


Dine 
in style 
candlelight 
dinner in the 
comfort of 
your own home. 


% 


I 5% discount on collection only 

Offer ends 15.02.14. From our normal menu - excludes any other offers. 


£5 Cash Back 

when you spend £25 or more on 
collection or delivery. (From normal menu prices. 
Not to be used in conjunction with any other offers) 

Tel: 01446 700646/741700 

New menu launching soon! 


“It was one of the worst performances since I 
have been involved with the team. We gave away 
16 penalties, and were well beaten up front. Ireland 
certainly deserved to win,” he said with typical 
honesty. 

He went on to add ominously that while some 
Welsh players had not performed, the coaches, too, 
would have to take their share of the blame for 
what had turned into a full scale rout - with hopes 
of a record third successive championship seem¬ 
ingly in tatters. 

The shattering reverse had been led once again 
by the big O’s - O’Connell and O’Driscoll, while 
this time it was France-based Jonny Sexton turning 
the screw at No 10, not the Ulsterman David 
Humphries of 2002 vintage. 

Sexton’s ice-cool control and pinpoint accuracy 
stood in stark contrast to the flailing, error-ridden 
efforts of a young but experienced Welsh side con¬ 
taining a clutch of British Lions, whose indisci¬ 
pline and frustration cost them dear the more the 
match wore on. 

It also compared very unfavourably with the 
canny, controlled aggression of an Irish team that 
stuck to their deceptively simple but effective 
game plan, devised by Joe Schmidt (who on this 
occasion clearly won the backroom battle of the 
head coaches) to neutralise the Welsh power game 
by circumventing it. 

Even so, the one-sided nature of the contest 
came as a major shock, with O’Connell himself 
saying: “I’m really surprised at the final result on 
the scoreboard”. 

Most commentators had predicted an evenly- 
matched, tight affair that could go either way, but 
were scathing in their response: Typical headlines 
were - “Humiliation for Welsh pack”- Total domi- 


Southerndown 
Golf Club 


Second Club Membership 
- only £9 per week! 

For more details please 
call us on 01656 881111 



“It’s always 
summer underfoot 
- at Southerndown” 


nation!” - “No plan B!” they cried. 

Be that as it may, it certainly looked that way for 
much of 80 torrid minutes that could never qualify 
as a rugby classic, and one where referee Wayne 
Barnes’ over-active whistle had more than a pass¬ 
ing influence on the outcome. 

Old setpiece problems surfaced early with the 
first of two lost lineouts, and then an unfortunate 
injury to Welsh centre Scott Williams brought a 
hurried change in formation, with George North 
having to move inside from the wing. 

The coach again resisted the temptation to inject 
the vision and flair of unused replacement James 
Hook into the backline - so we will never know if 
that would have made a difference, as the serious¬ 
ly malfunctioning side ran out of ideas and 
patience - to be immediately punished by two 
Sexton penalties. (Tellingly, Wales conceded seven 
penalties in the first quarter alone). 

With Welsh errors mounting apace, a powerful 
Irish lineout saw Chris Henry driven over for a try, 
converted by the clinical Sexton on the half hour, 
to take the score to 13-0. 

A bleak first half ended with Wales having more 
problems at the setpiece and breakdown, conced¬ 
ing eight penalties, with nine missed tackles, and 
crucially losing the ball in contact- with conse¬ 
quent loss of cohesion and momentum. 

Any hope that this could be regained after a wel¬ 
come respite at halftime was lost when they were 
penalised yet again and Sexton made no mistake, 
to take the score to 16-0 - and now the signs were 
really looking ominous for Wales, as they desper¬ 
ately began to chase a victory that had never really 
looked within reach. 

A promising attack was stillborn as they suffered 
yet another turnover, but finally earned a penalty 
of their own from refer¬ 
ee Barnes, which Leigh 
Halfpenny slotted over 
for their only score of 
the match - but almost 
immediately danger was 
only narrowly averted 
when the normally reli¬ 
able full back had a 
clearing kick charged 
down. Minutes later, yet 
another Welsh infringe¬ 
ment led to Sexton tak¬ 
ing the score to 19-3. 

With 15 minutes left on 
the clock, replacement 
prop Rhodri Jones 
appeared to have 
plunged at grass height 
through a melee of bod¬ 
ies over the line, but 
was adjudged to have 
crawled on his knees. 

The tale of woe was 
not yet over as the Irish 
eight again demonstrat¬ 
ed their total dominance 
up front with a 20- 
metre driving maul, that 
ended with replacement 
back Paddy Jackson 
looping away for try 
near the posts, which he 
casually converted, to 


make the score 26-3. 

The game ended as it had begun, with Ireland 
seizing on opposition fumbles and pummelling 
away at the battered defence. 

The Welsh players were for once glad to hear 
referee Barnes’ whistle to signal the end of a mis¬ 
erable ordeal whose long-term effects will clearly 
be a huge cause for concern as the ‘inquest’ into 
what exactly went wrong in Dublin continues back 
home. 

Was it the fact that several key players had taken 
the field less than fully match fit after returning 
from injuries? 

Has the prolonged off-field disarray involving 
the WRU and the four professional regions, and 
the latter’s continuing lack of sustained success on 
the field, had its inevitable spin-off in the national 
team’s performance? 

Was it a distraction in the build-up to a media- 
hyped Dublin encounter that Wales knew would 
test their players’ commitment to the utmost? 

Who knows? At least now though, the Welsh 
camp has time to take stock before the newly 
buoyant French come to town with championship 
hopes of their own. 

Plenty of searching questions to be answered by 
the Welsh camp, yes, but it is far too early to con¬ 
clude, as some critics have, on the basis of one bad 
defeat, that Wales have been “found out” at inter¬ 
national level, 

Or that Gatland’s mantle has now been taken 
over by Ireland’s Schmidt on the strength of just 
one well-plotted victory. 

Incredibly, it has even been suggested that the 
latter has leap-frogged Gatland as favourite to lead 
the next Lions’ tour in 2017! 

Of course, if the Kiwi can manufscture a home 
win over the French next week and get Wales’ 
triple championship bid back on track, all will be 
just as quickly forgiven! 

One thing is for sure, it would be foolish to 
conduct an autopsy on Welsh rugby just yet! 


L_IMC 


LNC FLOOR COVERINGS LTD 

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC FLOORING 


New showroom NOW OPEN 


Unit 10, Palmerston Workshops, Barry CF63 2YZ 

(NEAR VFM MEAT SUPPLIES) 

Up to 50 % off All Stock Items. 

Only with this Advert. Offer valid until end of February 2014 

All aspects of flooring: 

• Laminates 

• Wood 

• Vinyl Safety Flooring 

• Luxury Vinyl Tiles 

• Carpets from 
£4.99 sq m 

Now stockists 
of Astro Turf 

- sm,as* FREE ESTIMATES 

Tel: 01446 327577/07973 709103 






































